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New adult education class studies morality, politics, and religion 
 During the month of October at the 10 a.m. adult education hour, Lisa Pruitt will lead a discussion of 
Jonathan Haidt's The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion (2012). Here 
is an excerpt from the New Y ork Times review of the book: 

You’re smart. You’re liberal. You’re well informed. You think con-
servatives are narrow-minded. You can’t understand why working- class 
Americans vote Republican. You figure they’re being duped. You’re 
wrong. 
 
This isn’t an accusation from the right. It’s a friendly warning from Jona-
than Haidt, a social psychologist at the University of Virginia who, until 
2009, considered himself a partisan liberal. In “The Righteous Mind,” 
Haidt seeks to enrich liberalism, and political discourse generally, with a 
deeper awareness of human nature. Like other psychologists who have 
ventured into political coaching…Haidt argues that people are funda-
mentally intuitive, not rational. If you want to persuade others, you have 
to appeal to their sentiments. But Haidt is looking for more  than victory. 
He’s looking for wisdom. That’s what makes “The Righteous Mind” well 
worth reading. Politics isn’t just about manipulating people  who disagree 
with you. It’s about learning from them. 

—See ADULT EDUCATION page 6 

Stewardship campaign to 
kick-off in October 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

—See STEWARDSHIP page 7 

PWOW Fall Gathering - Oct. 14 
 We welcome everyone to join us for the Fall 
Gathering on Sunday, Oct. 14 (starts at 12:15 p.m.), 
where we will be honoring the Westminster tradition of 
the Enchilada Luncheon! 
 We will be celebrating the 130 year old tradition 
of Presbyterian Women and congregations around the 
world gathering to celebrate the season of harvest and 
giving of thanks for the bounty of our lives. Our Thank 
Offerings from 2017, when combined with those around 
the world, have funded 16 life changing ministries. 
Please look on the PWOW bulletin board for information 
about these ministries. Our Thank Offerings for 2018 
will fund grants for 2019.  
 In addition to fellowship, laughter, fun, and a 
dedication service for the Thank Offering, we will hear a 
report from the 2018 Presbyterian Women’s Conference 
in Louisville and the history of the enchilada luncheon at 
Westminster. 
 The menu includes gluten-free enchiladas 
(chicken, beef, or cheese), rice & beans, dessert, and bev-
erages. The cost is $10/person, pay at the door.   
 Please call the office at (916)442-8939 by Oct. 12 
to reserve your space and let us know your food choice 
so that we can plan ahead! In preparation for this Gather-
ing please give some thought to your vision for PWOW 
for the visioning process. 

https://www.westminsac.org/


Wes’s Wonderings 
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 When we think of Job from the ancient Hebrew scriptures, we usually think 
of suffering. Job is our cultural archetype for human pain and loss. And so the Book 
of Job can resonate with us when we are suffering. We have, as it were, a fellow suf-
ferer who understands our sorrow and speaks for us. However, when we are not suf-
fering, when life is candy and rainbows, we usually pay no attention to Job and may 
even seek to avoid it. Reading of all that pain can be a bit of a downer.  
 While Job in this old story certainly experiences his share of suffering, for me 
he represents something much more expansive than simple suffering. He represents 
the pervasive human enterprise of trying to make sense of a strange world. This we 
are all trying to do all the time. Okay, when we are suffering with illness or loss the 
world may seem fiendishly absurd to us, but even when things are going well you 
must admit that being thrown into a world where the boundaries of time and space 
are beyond our comprehension can be a bit disorienting. Add to that the runaway 
train that typifies the functioning of your own mind at times, and you've got, like me, 
many times when you're wondering, What in the heck is going on here? 
 That's all that Job was asking God. We'll ask the same question during the month of October with my 
sermon series on Job titled "Making Sense of a Strange World." Invite your flummoxed friends. 
 
Cheers! 
    Wes 

Oct. 7  
World Communion  

Mark 10:2-16 
Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

Receiving Good and 
Bad, From God? 

 
Oct. 14 

Mark 10:17-31 
Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Hoping to Vanish 

 
 
 

Oct. 21 
Mark 10:35-45 

Job 38:1-7, 34-41 
Living Between the  

Answers 
 

Oct. 28 
Reformation Sunday 

Mark 10:46-52 
Job 42:1-6, 10-17 

What to Say to God 
When God Finally 

Shows Up 

Making sense of a strange 
world: An October spent with 
Job 

WPC welcomes PC(USA)  
Director for the Office of Public 
Witness  

 All are invited to a 
special service on Sunday, 
Oct. 7 at 7 p.m. right here 
at Westminster to hear 
from the Reverend Dr. 
Jimmie R. Hawkins. Rev. 
Hawkins is the Director 
for the Office of Public 
Witness for the Presbyteri-

an Church (USA) in Washington DC and an active par-
ticipant of the Poor People's Campaign; a continuation 
of Dr. King's work. Rev. Hawkins was also a part of 
the Supreme Court nine who were arrested on the steps 
of the Supreme Court and detained for 27 hours in jail 
during the relaunching of the Poor People's Campaign 
this past June.  
 On Oct. 7, Rev. Hawkins will share with us 
about his experience of being arrested for speaking out 
against poverty and systemic racism in our country. He 
will also address the specific concerns in Sacramento 
with the pending ruling on the Stephon Clark case and 
how we as people of faith can respond. Following his 
presentation, there will be a candle light procession to 
the steps of the California state capitol to pray for ra-
cial reconciliation and healing for our community, our 
city and our country.  

New directory to 

Please plan on stop-
ping by the office to check 

new directory. Note that this 

’ll 
have one with pictures in 
the next couple years. The 
last day to check and update 
your information is Oct. 21. 

Don’t forget to check your contact 
information for the church directory. 
Stop by the church office by Oct. 21! 



MINISTRIES  
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P W O W  C I R C L E  M E E T I N G S  –  O C T O B E R  
Circle   Date Time  Place 
Hannah  10/4  6:30 p.m. Serra Room 

Esther/Ruth  10/7  12:30 p.m. Library 

Searchers  10/9  11:30 a.m. Library 

Mary/Martha  10/15  1:30 p.m. Serra Room 

Sophia   10/23  11:30 a.m. Club Room 

 

All women in the church are invited to join a 
Circle for Bible study, fellowship, and fun. 
Call Roberta Franklin at 916-708-2768 for 
more information. 

October Equal Exchange news 
 If you enjoy  
single serve coffee (aka 
k-cups), or know some-
one who does, PWOW’s 
Fair Trade sale on Oct. 
14 has a bargain for 
you! We are closing out 
our remaining boxes of 
single serve coffee to 
make room for additional flavors of coffee and tea. We will be 
offering French Roast and Breakfast Blend singles at a 25% dis-
count … only $6 per box…until they are gone. While we will no 
longer be offering k-cups each month, we are always happy to 
submit special orders for this item, as well as any other Fair 
Trade items that Equal Exchange offers.          

 Anyone interested becoming a 
member of Westminster is invited to our 
new member class on Tuesday, Oct. 23, 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. If you’d like to attend 
or have questions, please call the office 
at (916) 442-8939. Childcare is availa-
ble upon request. 

Youth to assemble care 
packages for homeless 
 In November, the youth will be 
assembling & distributing care packages 
to some of the many homeless people on 
the streets of Sacramento, and are ask-
ing for donations. Suggested donations 
are: 
 Socks 
 Travel-sized hygiene supplies 
 Bottled water 
 Granola bars & other small non-

perishable foods 
 Pens/pencils, small notepads 
Please bring donations to the office by 
Sunday, Nov. 4. 

 On Sunday, Nov. 4, we will re-
member all those who had passed away 
in the past year. If you would like to 
submit a name to be listed in the insert, 
please contact the office by Sunday, 
Oct. 28. 

See page 8 for list of vendors and other details 
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2018 CROP Hunger Walk 
by Judi Valleley 
 It's again that time of year when neighbors of 
all ages, faiths, and backgrounds take a stand against 
hunger in our world. Together, as a community, we 
raise global awareness and funds for international re-
lief including local hunger fighting initiatives. Co-sponsored by Church World Service, some 2,000 communi-
ties across the country participate in hunger walks each year.  

 One might ask "What's the point of walking?" Hungry people in developing 
countries walk as many as six miles per day to obtain water, food, and fuel. We walk 
in solidarity with their struggle for existence—one step at a time. In short, we walk 
because they walk! In the past 25 years CROP Hunger Walks have raised more than 
$294 million for those struggling to feed their families. 25% of the funds raised benefit 
local food banks and pantries. 
 This year's three-mile walk begins on the south steps of the State Capitol on 
Sunday, Oct. 28 at 2 p.m. (registration is at 1:30 p.m.), with Mayor Steinberg in at-
tendance and the praise band from Northminster Presbyterian Church offering the pre-
walk entertainment. Following the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, Oct. 7, a registration 
table will be provided on the patio for all participants to sign up.  

Send some love (and goodies) to college students & new grads 
 The All in the Family group will once again gather to pack care 
packages for our young people at college or who have just graduated 
(both home and away). The Deacon board will ensure packages are deliv-
ered by paying for postage. 
 You can help and support our fabulous young people by dropping 
off something to include in the care packages. Suggested items include: 

 Granola bars, candy, packets of drink mixes and/or hot choco-
late, crackers, cookies, ramen noodles, chips, oatmeal packets, 
single serving mac & cheese 

 Pens, pencils, sharpies, highlighters, stickers, coloring books 

 An encouraging note, Bible verse, or inspirational saying 

 Something Sacramento-y 
 

 There is nothing better than hearing you are loved when you are working hard at your studies or start-
ing in a new career! If you would like to help with the effort, bring enough items for 24 young people. Please, 
no nuts or nut products. Leave your  items (marked " care packages" ) at the office by Sunday, Oct 21.  
 If you have a college student (or college grandchild) who you would like to include in this outreach, or 
want additional information, contact Allyson Sage at allyson.sage@icloud.com or (916)737-0599  so we can 
add to your loved one to the list and send to all. All parents with kids in college are invited to the care package 
packing and potluck gathering on Oct. 26 at David & Denise Jones’ house. 
 

Take a hike! 
 All in the Family is inviting everyone to participate in a guided hike of the Sutter Buttes in November 
(tentatively Nov. 17). Details are still be finalized, but here’s what we know so far: Plan on leaving Westmin-
ster by 7:30 a.m. and starting the hike in Yuba City by 8:30 a.m. (will return to WPC by 4 p.m.). There will be 
a cost to attend since it is a guided hike (probably about $30/person). Bring your own water, snacks, lunch, and 
hiking gear (walking boots/shoes, backpack, walking sticks, etc.). The difficulty of the hike can be adjusted, 
based on the physical abilities of participants. If interested, please contact Don Tarnasky at (916)446-7037. 
 The Membership Ministry Team is offering a scholarship to those who are concerned about the cost. If 
interested in this financial assistance, contact the office.

 

mailto:allyson.sage@icloud.com?subject=College%20Care%20Packages


OC TOBER 201 8                                                                                                           Page 5 

FAMILY FOOTPRINTS 

 

 Starting Oct. 7, the children & youth are in-
vited to a new class, called “Mad about Music & 
More” between services every Sunday through Dec. 
23. During this time, Praise Band Leader Chris 
Borton will be teaching the children to sing melody, 
harmony, and rhythm. For those who might be too 
shy to sing, there will be opportunities to learn 
movements and instrumentals to go along with the 
music.  
 The class is FREE and the only thing we ask 
is that parents commit to bringing their children to 
weekly rehearsals on time to ensure a successful ex-
perience for all. Contact diana@westminsac.org if 
you are interested or have questions! Note that there 
will not be a 10 a.m. Worship Arts Class while we 
are offering Mad about Music. 

Parents’ Night Out 
 Westminster children (and their 
friends) are invited to enjoy a FREE night of 
fall-themed fun, crafts, and snacks on Friday, 
Oct. 12 while parents can enjoy a few hours 
to themselves. Drop the kids off at 6 p.m. 
and pickup by 9 p.m. Please RSVP to  
diana@westminsac.org by Oct. 14 so that we 
will have enough food and supervision. 
 Parents’ Night Out is always open to 
ALL—not just Westminster members so tell 
your friends! 

Local workday open to all 
 Sierra Service Project (SSP) is working with 
the City of Rancho Cordova to provide home repair 
and improvement projects to local residents. The 
city is providing SSP with a grant, and is helping to 
coordinate volunteers.  
 The next volunteer day is Saturday, Oct. 6. 
Meet at 9832 Burline St. (in Sacramento) at 9 a.m. 
and pickup at 4 p.m. It is open to people of all skill 
levels and a great opportunity for anyone interested 
in participating in next year’s youth mission trip to 
get a glimpse into the different kinds of services that 
SSP offers.  
 Please bring gloves and a water bottle—a 
free lunch will be provided! RSVP by Oct. 4 to 
mark@westminsac.org. 
 

October youth outing 
 All youth are invited to a fun outing to the 
Terrell’s shop in Old Sac on Sunday, Oct. 14. We’ll 
meet for lunch in the Jackson Room after the 11 a.m. 
service and then head over to Old Sac around noon 
(parent drivers needed) for a Halloween-themed 
craft at the shop. Plan on bringing clothes you don’t 
mind getting a bit messy. Cost is $10/youth, $20/
adult. RSVP by Oct. 10 to mark@westminsac.org. 

  & more! 

   

mailto:mark@westminsac.org?subject=SSP%20Rancho%20Cordova
mailto:mark@westminsac.org?subject=October%20youth%20outing
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Nametags enhance worship & 
fellowship 
 The Member-
ship Ministry Team 
has created nametags 
for members and at-
tendees of Westmin-
ster, and everyone 
has the chance to 
make this project 
more personal. 
 So, why the 
nametags? First off, few people know everyone in the 
church (let alone remember names)—especially with 
two Sunday services. Nametags encourage people to 
get to know one another, and personalizing the tags 
can provide a great conversation starter. They also 
make Westminster even more visitor friendly than we 
already are. By having everyone wear nametags, visi-
tors won’t feel as if they are the only ones who don’t 
know people’s names—additionally, we will have 
blank nametags available each week for visitors to 
wear so that we can get to know them as well. Here’s 
how it works: 
1. Pick up your nametag from the church office. If 

you’d like to have a nametag, but we don’t have 
one for you yet, just let us know!  

2. Take your nametag home to personalize it—draw 
on it or add some stickers. 

3. Return the nametag to the office by Oct. 21. 
 Once the nametags are laminated, we will 
have an assortment of lanyards and clips for you to 
choose from. We are also working on a way to keep 
and display the nametags at Westminster so that you 
don’t have to remember to bring yours each week. 

Chalk It Up! 

 Huge thanks to 
Andrew Lawson for 
sharing his artistic  
talent, on behalf of 
Westminster, with the 
entire community at this 
year’s “Chalk It Up” 
event at Fremont Park last month.  
 Andrew and his wife, Shelley, joined West-
minster in May 2017. They live in West Sacramento 
with their fur family: Molly (a golden retriever) and 
kitties Anabelle and Willy. When looking for a church 
a couple of years ago, they found Westminster to be a 
comfortable fit. Shelley, a Sacramento native, is a 
teacher in the Sacramento Unified School District. 
Andrew has a “quality assurance office job,” but his 
artistic endeavors—including calligraphy, photog-
raphy, painting, and other crafts—seem to be his pas-
sion. 
 We know this foray into “Chalk It Up” was 
hugely successful thanks to Andrew and hope it  
remains a traditional activity on the Westminster cal-
endar of events. Be sure to say “hi” to Andrew and 
Shelley next time you see them around Westminster! 

ADULT EDUCATION, from page 1 ————–—————–—————————————————–— 

 This very readable book provides a terrific framework for thinking about differences of opinion on  
issues like immigration and refugees, same-sex marriage, abortion, public benefits availability, and other hot-
button issues of the day. Conservatives tend to have moral justifications for their positions, as do liberals, so 
what gives? Haidt has some eye-opening explanations for these differences. The book is written in a very  
accessible style, and Haidt includes helpful summaries at the end of each chapter. The book is divided into 
three sections, so Lisa plans to introduce the book on Oct. 7 and then to cover one section on each of the re-
maining three Sundays of the month. The book is available at most bookstores and on Amazon. A limited 
number of copies are also available for purchase from the church office for $10 (first come, first serve). Please 
join Lisa for this exciting study. 
 Looking ahead to Nov. 11 - Dec. 2, Peter  Winslow will lead a class at the 10 a.m. hour  on the his-
tory and current state of evangelicalism. Join us to dive deep into understanding the common rootstock that we 
as Presbyterians share with evangelical fundamentalism. Our focus will be on the latter, but we will also better 
understand our evolution into a more progressive Christianity. There are two books, which inform this query, 
The Evangelicals, Francis Fitzgerald (2017) and The Battle for God, Karen Armstrong. We will have handouts 
and videos to discuss in class, which Peter Winslow will lead. On Nov. 25, Pastor Wes will talk about his ex-
perience growing up in a Pentecostal Church.   
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Report on first visioning meeting  

by Sharyl Stevens  
 The first of three congregational sessions 
with Rev. Jim Kitchens of PneuMatrix took place on 
Sept. 23 following the 11 a.m. service. The Social 
Hall was alive with folks moving around and  
conversation around tables. Close to 90 people par-
ticipated. 
 We began with a meal prepared by Cheryl 
Stewart and Peter Winslow. Their labor fueled all 
for the 90-minute process. 
 Rev. Kitchens gave an overview of the three-
session process. The first session dealt with our past: 
when did you first come to Westminster, when did 
Westminster become the body of Christ for you and 
why have you stayed. 
 We encourage all to participate as we re-
member where we came from, where we are and 
where is God leading us in the future. YOUR 
VOICE is important.    
 The next session on Oct. 28 will deal with 
our present, and the final session will look to our 
future. Please note that the final congregational  
visioning meeting has been moved to Nov. 18 
(originally scheduled for Nov. 25). 

STEWARDSHIP, from page 1 ————–——–—————–—————————————————–— 
by Phillip Reese 
 Westminster has been an integral part of Sacramento for more than 150 years. We rose from humble 
beginnings - a handful of members singing hymns over a hand-pumped pipe organ - to our current building in 
the center of the city, our home for the last 90 years. 
 Each of us came to Westminster with our own history, our own stories. Many of you have been in this 
church your entire life. Your work has changed this city. Many of you have helped feed the hungry. Others 
have brought joy to thousands by lending your voice to the choir. Dozens of you have helped raise children by 
teaching Sunday School - children that grew up themselves to be members at Westminster. 
 With that rich history in mind, we face the upcoming year with confidence - and hope. Amid those of 
us who have been here for ages, there are dozens who have joined us within the last few years. Our Sunday 
School classes are full of their children each week. They serve on our ministry teams. They sing Christmas 
Carols with the rest of us at nursing homes. They take communion with us and live the Gospel.  
 This year, both long-time and new Westminster members will look toward the future. What do we want 
the church to be? What do we hope to accomplish? How can we, as a church, better follow the path of Christ? 
 Our Stewardship Campaign for the year is "Finding our Path - From Heritage to Hope." During the 
next month, you will hear from several members who will share why they came to Westminster, why they re-
main here and what they hope it will become. 
 As you remember our heritage and contemplate our future, we hope that you will prayerfully consider 
giving of your time in 2019. Please consider serving on a ministry team, or teaching Sunday School, or singing 
in the choir. It will make Westminster an even better place. 
 We also ask that you consider maintaining or even increasing your financial contributions to the 
church. Our building is a lovely, historical sanctuary in the heart of the city, but, like any home, it must be 
maintained. Even more importantly, the light our congregation brings to the world - the sermons, the songs, the 
charitable donations, the community activism - rely on your generous support. 
 Let us remember our past while finding a way to further God’s work in Sacramento and the world in 
the future. Thank you for your continued support. 

A timeline of the church was displayed and participants 
reflected on their own history at Westminster. This is 

still on display in the Social Hall—go upstairs to check it 
out! Many thanks to Nan Fitzpatrick for this photo! 



 

Alternative Gift Fair 2018 
Nov. 4 - All Vendors, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Nov. 18 - Mini Fair (not all vendors), 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
 
 The purpose of the Alternative Gift Fair is to support artists around the world who lack 
resources to market and receive fair prices for their beautiful work. At the same time, we have the 
opportunity to purchase their beautiful hand crafted items as Christmas gifts for others and/or for 
our own families. Please take a look at the PWOW bulletin board for representative examples of 
the items being offered from the following fair trade businesses: 
 Friends of San Juan de Fuente represents the amazing ceramic ar tists of Nicaragua. 

Member Alison Gist has worked with this group for years. The colors and designs of their art-
ists are varied and stunning. 

 Mayan Hands (new this year) represents artists using traditional looms to weave scarves, 
table runners, colorful luggage tags, lanyards, purses, and a variety of items from recycled 
materials. They also represent artists who design and create amazing and useful pine needle 
and raffia baskets in a variety of types, sizes and colors in designs named after the designing 
artist.  

 Women of the Cloud Forest r epresents ar tists from Nicaragua who use recycled car  
parts to make aluminum sculptures, jewelry, crosses and angels and artists who make ceramic 
luminaries and jewelry. Last year the luminaries were primarily Advent related – Holy  

 Family, Flight to Egypt, and Wise Men. What is NEW &  EXCITING this year are “mini” 
luminaires that include the Advent-themed scenes but also flowers, butterflies, hummingbirds, 
turtles, frogs, angels and geometric patterns. The smaller sizes are more affordable and beauti-
ful and it will be easier for the light to shine through them. Remember the beautiful, brightly 
colored balsa wood earrings and ornaments? There are also some NEW adorable designs. It 
also represents artists who make jewelry from items found in nature. 

 SERV represents a large number of artists whose work includes ceramics from the West 
Bank, baskets, jewelry, hand-knit items, and more. 

 Holy Land represents many ar tists who create a var iety of olive wood items. We have a 
limited number of crosses and other items. 

 Fair Trade Chocolates/Coffees/Teas/Olive Oil will be sold at the regularly scheduled Sun-
days on Oct. 14,  Nov. 11, and Dec. 9 rather than at the Alternative Gift Fairs. If you would 
like to place a special holiday order for any of these Equal Exchange items, please contact 
Lynne Stevenson at the sales events or via email (lstevenson249@gmail.com). Thank you! 

 
PRE-SALE OPTIONS: We have wholesale relationships with Mayan Hands, Women of the 
Cloud, and SERV, but will not have all of their products on the days of our Fair because they are 
too many. As to Women of the Cloud and Mayan Hands, we have to pay for the items up front 
and cannot return them. So we invite you to look at the websites for each of these fair trade busi-
nesses to select the specific luminary, balsa wood earrings, ornaments, ceramics etc. that you 
would like and we can place the order for you. We can assist in the process by making a laptop 
available to review the complete offerings. 
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Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following 

Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and  

promoting peace and justice. 
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Gather your coins & dollars and 
focus on witnessing for peace 
by Lynn Bartlett 
 Christ taught us and the Bible reminds us that 
we should seek “peace at all times in all ways.” The 
Peace and Global Witness special PC(USA) offering 
enables Westminster to join with the entire church in 
supporting peacemaking and reconciliation efforts in 
our own community and around the world.  
 Westminster will be able to keep 25% of what 
our congregation gives to this offering. We can use it 
to support reconciliation efforts in our city and be 
partners in peacemaking. Watch for the bulletin inserts 
and special envelopes. Listen to the message in Mo-
ment for Mission about this opportunity to join others 
in this important ministry.  
 The designated Sunday for receiving the Peace 
and Global Witness Offering is Oct. 7, 2018; but do-
nors can give before or shortly after that date. Put your 
contribution in the offering plate or leave it in the 
church office. Prayerfully consider what your gift can 
be to this important cause. Join with others in casting 
off discord, promoting reconciliation, and advocating 
for peace everywhere. 

https://www.westminsac.org/
mailto:secretary@westminsac.org
https://www.westminsac.org/

