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Round About W
Alternative Gift Fair 2018

ESTMINSTER
Presbyterian Church

Children & youth bring
back animal fundraiser

—See ANIMAL FUNDRAISER, page 7

The purpose of the Alternative Gift Fair is to support artists around the world who lack resources to
market and receive fair prices for their beautiful work. At the same time, we have the opportunity to purchase
their beautiful hand crafted items as Christmas gifts for others and/or for our own families. Please take a look
at the PWOW bulletin board for representative examples of the items being offered from the following fair
trade businesses:
 Friends of San Juan de Fuente r epr esents the amazing cer amic ar tists of Nicar agua. Member Alison
Gist has worked with this group for years. The colors and designs of their artists are varied and stunning.
 Mayan Hands (new this year) represents artists using traditional looms to weave scarves, table runners,
colorful luggage tags, lanyards, purses, and a variety of items from recycled materials. They also represent
artists who design and create amazing and useful pine needle and raffia baskets in a variety of types, sizes
and colors in designs named after the designing artist.

ONLY ONE SERVICE
ON NOV. 18!

Mark your calendar now—there will
only be one service at 10 a.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 18. There will not be a 9 or 11 a.m.
service. Instead, we will have a combined service at 10 a.m. in the Sanctuary, featuring both
the Praise Band, Chancel & Handbell choirs.
We’ll still have childcare and Sunday school
during the service. Afterwards, everyone is
invited to attend our third and final congregational visioning meeting upstairs in the Social
Hall. A light lunch will be served, and childcare will be available.

Scottish Sunday
Nov. 18
Brush off your tartan (plaid) and get ready to
enjoy celebrating the Presbyterian Church’s Scottish
heritage. Shortbread will be served at the visioning
meeting following the service.
Read more about the tradition of Scottish
Sunday and the Presbyterian church’s history on
page 6.
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Wes’s Wonderings
Our first congregational visioning event in September was a wonderful success,
as we enjoyed tasty sandwiches and reflected on our first experiences at Westminster.
While we discussed our first engagement with the church and why we chose to make
Westminster our spiritual home, we began to articulate for one another what our faith
culture looks like—that is, the traits, characteristics, and priorities that make our church
unique among a city of churches and also make Westminster an indispensable part of
our individual life experiences.
Some of these traits that came up most often in our discussions were welcoming, inclusive, nurturing, progressive, family oriented and socially engaged. All this,
plus a beautiful music program!
In October's visioning event, we'll focus on our current ministries and programs
that emerge from and reinforce our church culture. We'll each have an opportunity to
share with others which of these ministries are most important to us. And we'll provide
feedback as to how these ministries might be strengthened.
Finally, please don't miss our most important congregational meeting of the three. It will be held
on Sunday, November 18, at 11:30 a.m., after our one worship service that day at 10 a.m. In this meeting, we'll each be able to dream about what we hope Westminster can be in the future. If God's Spirit is going
to give us a clear direction for the church, it will surely come through the creativity and faithfulness of all of us
as we pursue God's vision together. I hope to see you so I can dream with you.
With anticipation,
Wes

November scripture readings & sermon titles
Nov. 4
Stewardship Sunday
Ruth 1:1-18
Mark 12:28-34
Where You Go, I will Go

Nov. 18
Scottish Sunday
1 Samuel 1:4-20
Hebrews 10:11-25
Perfected

Nov. 11
Veterans Day
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17
Mark 12:38-44
Giving All

Nov. 25
Christ the King
Psalm 132:1-12
John 18:33-37
Belonging to the Truth

Honoring veterans

On Sunday, Nov. 11, we will celebrate Veterans Day and
remember those who have served our country. If you are a
veteran, please contact the office at (916)442-8939 or e-mail
secretary@westminsac.org so that we can include you in a
special listing in the bulletin. Let us know your highest rank
achieved (and specialty) and which branch you served in.
Westminster will be closed on Monday, Nov. 12, in
observation of Veterans Day.
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MINISTRIES

Stewardship brunch
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PWOW CIRCLE MEETINGS – NOVEMBER
Circle
Hannah
Esther/Ruth
Searchers
Mary/Martha
Sophia

Date
Time
11/1
6:30 p.m.
NO NOVEMBER MEETING
11/13
11:30 a.m.
11/19
1:30 p.m.
11/27
11:30 a.m.

Place
Serra Room
Library
Serra Room
Club Room

All women in the church are invited to join a
Circle for Bible study, fellowship, and fun.
Call Roberta Franklin at 916-708-2768 for
more information.

The annual Stewardship Dedication potluck brunch will be held in the
Social Hall on Sunday, Nov. 4 at 10 a.m.
Please bring your pledge cards - and a
tasty dish to share with the church.
Thanks again for giving of your time,
talent and treasures.

November/December
Adult Ed.

Ever wonder how Christians start
from the same text and reach such startling different directions for living the
good life? The answer is not the Bible.
Starting Nov. 11, Peter Winslow
will lead a class at the 10 a.m. hour on the
history and current state of evangelicalism. Join us to dive deep into understanding the common rootstock that we as
Presbyterians share with evangelical fundamentalism. Our focus will be on the
latter, but we will also better understand
our evolution into a more progressive
Christianity.
There are two books, which inform this query, The Evangelicals, Francis Fitzgerald (2017) and The Battle for
God, Karen Armstrong. We will have
handouts and videos to discuss in class,
which Peter Winslow will lead. On Nov.
25, Pastor Wes will talk about his experience growing up in a Pentecostal Church.
This class will meet every Sunday
at 10 a.m., Nov. 11 - Dec. 9 (except Nov.
18).

Sweeten the holiday season using
baking items from Equal Exchange

Equal Exchange’s new baking items are sure to brighten
up the holiday season—whether they are used for baking or for
gift giving! Organic cacao baking chocolate (ground) is a perfect
(and healthy) addition to recipes such as no-bake Choco Coconut
Balls (see below). Chocolate chips made with
organic cacao and sugar from small-scale
farmers in rural Latin America are perfect for
everything from cookies to pancakes to just
snacking right out of the bag! PWOW will
have these Fair Trade baking items, as well as
the usual coffee, tea, and chocolate bars, available for sale starting in November. This
is a wonderful opportunity to give gifts
that both help these farmers and delight
the lucky recipients.

Choco Coconut Balls

Ingredients
 1 cup Equal Exchange Baking Cocoa
 1/2 cup coconut oil or butter, melted
and cooled
 1 tsp. vanilla
 2 cups shredded coconut
 1/2 tsp. cinnamon (optional)
 1/2 cup crushed walnuts


Directions
In a bowl, mix shredded coconut, coconut oil or butter, cocoa
powder and vanilla. Mix thoroughly. Add cinnamon, if desired.
When mixed well, add crushed walnuts.
Use two melon ball scoops or spoons to shape the balls, place on
a plate, and refrigerate until firm. Transfer to a plastic container
for storage or transport.
Makes about 24 choco coconut balls. (Make them smaller or
larger to change the quantity.)
(Source: equalexchange.coop/recipes/choco-coconut-balls)
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Memorial bench to be dedicated

Everyone is invited up the South Lake Tahoe on Saturday, Nov. 10 to dedicate a
bench in memory of Westminster member Andrew Sisterson, who tragically passed away
in 2016. It is being funded by donations made to Westminster in memory of Andrew (via
the Christian Education Ministry Team).
The bench will be at Zephyr Point Presbyterian Conference Center and will provide people a comfortable place to look over beautiful Lake Tahoe for years to come.
The dedication starts at 3 p.m. If you are interested, please contact
diana@westminsac.org so that we can organize carpools.

Youth outing supports WPC members

A huge thank you to Westminster members Stephanie & Dee Terrell for hosting the October youth outing at their shop! After eating lunch at Westminster, the youth and adult chaperones headed over to Terrell’s
Exquisite Aromas, Ceramics, Gifts & More in Old Sacramento for a fun craft—pouring acrylic over some
spooky skulls. Perfect for Halloween!
Next time you’re over in Old Sac, stop by the Terrell’s shop to see the awesome things they have in
store! They are located at 110 L Street (right by Candy Heaven).

Save the date for these Advent/Christmas activities
Nov. 28 & Dec. 1: Advent decorating
Dec. 9: Christmas Cheer
Dec. 9: Sacramento Master Singers Concert
Dec. 12: Christmas Caroling @ Pioneer House (tentative)
Dec. 14: Parents’ Night Out
Dec. 16: Children’s Christmas Music Program (both services)
Dec. 23: O Light Most Blessed - A Choral Advent Celebration (11 a.m.)
Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Service (7 p.m. only)
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FAMILY FOOTPRINTS
2019 mission trip location, dates Have empty
announced
ink cartridges?
Calling all middle & high school students! Join
us for the annual youth mission trip with Sierra Service Bring them in!
Project. Next year, we’ll be returning to Smith River,
CA, June 30-July 6. If you are interested, e-mail
mark@westminsac.org so we can keep you in the loop
on registration, fundraisers, and other trip news. Adult
chaperones also needed—the more we have, the more
youth can go!

Just a friendly
reminder your old ink
cartridges can be used for
a good cause. Drop them
in the box across from the
office, and the youth will
turn them in for a cash reward. All proceeds go to
youth mission trips, and this effort takes place all
year long.

Youth ministry hires assistant

Please welcome Connor Sisterson to the
Westminster staff! He’ll be assisting Mark with youth
events and other special projects.

& more!

Children’s Music Class

every Sunday at 10 a.m.
Be on the lookout for the youth selling See’s
Candies during the upcoming holiday season!
Proceeds will support the animal fundraiser, 2019
youth mission trip, and Westminster’s participants
in the 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium.



Singing

Dancing
 Instrumentals


Page 6

N O V E M B E R 20 1 8

Why Scottish Sunday?
by Patty Bonnstetter

The Church of Scotland, the national church in Scotland, accepted the
Presbyterian faith during the 16th century Reformation.
Tradition holds that the first Christian church in Scotland was founded
about 400 by St. Ninian. In the 6th century, Irish missionaries included St. Columba, who settled at Iona about 563. In 1199, the Scottish Church was declared a
“special daughter” of the Roman see, subject only to the pope. St. Andrews
became an archiepiscopal see in 1472, followed by Glasgow in 1492.
The earliest Scottish reformers were under Lutheran influence, but were
subsequently influenced by Swiss reformers, principally by John Knox, a former
Catholic priest from Scotland, who had studied with John Calvin in Geneva. Knox
then took Calvin’s teachings back to Scotland and led the Scottish Reformation of
1560.
Presbyterianism first officially arrived in Colonial America in 1644 with
the establishment of Christ's First Presbyterian Church in Hempstead, New York,
organized by the Rev. Richard Denton.
In 1703 (maybe 1706…source references differ), seven ministers, led by
Francis Makemie, established the first presbytery in North America, the Presbytery of Philadelphia. In time,
the presbytery would be joined by two more to form a synod (1717) and would eventually evolve into the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America in 1789.
Westminster will celebrate our Scottish heritage on Sunday 18 November 2018. Wear your plaid, enjoy
our visiting bagpiper, and have some shortbread during the visioning meeting.

GIFT FAIR VENDORS, from page 1 —–———–—————–—————————————————–—
— see GIFT FAIR VENDORS, page 6
 Women of the Cloud Forest r epr esents ar tists fr om Nicar agua who use r ecycled car par ts to make
aluminum sculptures, jewelry, crosses and angels and artists who make ceramic luminaries and jewelry.
Last year the luminaries were primarily Advent related – Holy Family, Flight to Egypt, and Wise Men.
What is NEW & EXCITING this year are “mini” luminaires that include the Advent-themed scenes but
also flowers, butterflies, hummingbirds, turtles, frogs, angels and geometric patterns. The smaller sizes are
more affordable and beautiful and it will be easier for the light to shine through them. Remember the beautiful, brightly colored balsa wood earrings and ornaments? There are also some NEW adorable designs. It
also represents artists who make jewelry from items found in nature.
 SERV represents a large number of artists whose work includes ceramics from the West Bank, baskets,
jewelry, hand-knit items, and more.
 Holy Land r epr esents many ar tists who cr eate a var iety of olive wood items. We have a limited number of crosses and other items.
 Fair Trade Chocolates/Coffees/Teas/Olive Oil will be sold at the regularly scheduled Sundays on Oct.
14, Nov. 11, and Dec. 9 rather than at the Alternative Gift Fairs. If you would like to place a special holiday order for any of these Equal Exchange items, please contact Lynne Stevenson at the sales events or via
email (lstevenson249@gmail.com). Thank you!
All vendors will be at the Nov. 4 gift fair. On Nov. 18, there will be a mini gift fair after both services, in which
only some of the vendors will be present.
PRE-SALE OPTIONS: We have wholesale r elationships with Mayan Hands, Women of the Cloud, and
SERV, but will not have all of their products on the days of our Fair because they are too many. As to Women
of the Cloud and Mayan Hands, we have to pay for the items up front and cannot return them. So we invite
you to look at the websites for each of these fair trade businesses to select the specific luminary, balsa wood
earrings, ornaments, ceramics etc. that you would like and we can place the order for you. We can assist in the
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ANIMAL FUNDRAISER, from page 1 —–———–———————————————–-——————–—
Following a very successful inaugural campaign in 2017, Westminster’s children and youth will once again be raising money to purchase livestock for a Kenyan
community in need through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog. A dairy cow can provide a family in need with a reliable source of income and nourishment. Your gift
also supports training in caretaking and sustainable breeding of livestock, improving
the food and income security for families and villages in Kenya for years to come.
Last year, participants aimed to raise enough money for one cow, but ended
up raising enough for three cows and even some chickens—let’s try to beat that this
year! In addition to See’s Candies sales (which also support next year’s youth mission trip and Presbyterian Youth Triennium), you can also make monetary donations
this holiday season. Just be sure to designate contributions for “Youth Animal Project” so that we make sure it goes toward the right fund.

A successful Fall Gathering

by Roberta Franklin
More than 50 of us gathered to enjoy chicken,
beef and vegetarian enchiladas, rice, beans and pumpkin
harvest cake on Oct. 14. A special thank you to Elizabeth
Ware for sharing the fascinating and humbling history of
the Westminster Women. The total to date for the Thank
Offering is $452. Thank you for your generous donations! It will be exciting to see what mission projects
will be awarded grants in 2019 and how far our mission
donations will reach out to the world. If you would like
to make a donation but have not yet done so please
leave it in the PWOW box/church office. Thank you for
your support.

Take a hike!

NOV. 4

All in the Family is inviting everyone to participate in a guided hike of
the Sutter Buttes on Nov. 17. Plan on leaving Westminster by 7:30 a.m.
and starting the hike in Yuba City by 8:30 a.m. (will return to WPC by 4
p.m.). There will be a cost to attend since it is a guided hike ($30/person).
Bring your own water, snacks, lunch, and hiking gear (walking boots/
shoes, backpack, walking sticks, etc.). Unfortunately, the hike is not dog
friendly. The difficulty of the hike can be adjusted, based on the physical
abilities of participants, but the best views are accessible via the more
difficult trails. If you’d like to attend, contact the office.
The Membership Ministry Team is offering a scholarship to those
who are concerned about the cost. If interested in this financial assistance, contact the office.
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Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following
Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and
promoting peace and justice.

Youth to assemble care packages for homeless
In November, the youth will be assembling &
distributing care packages to some of the many homeless
people on the streets of Sacramento, and are asking for
donations.
Suggested donations include:
 Socks
 Travel-sized hygiene supplies
 Bottled water
 Granola bars & other small non-perishable
foods
 Pens/pencils, small notepads
Please bring donations to the office by Sunday, Nov. 4.

For all youth and anyone else interested in distributing the care packages, we will meet in the Jackson Room
on Sunday, Nov. 11 after the 11 a.m. service. We will
assemble the packages until about 2:30 p.m. and head over
to distribute near Loaves & Fishes until about 3:30 p.m.
Lunch will be provided for participants. Contact
mark@westminsac.org if you are interested in volunteering
for this important ministry!

