Round
About
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
JANUARY 2019

DEACONS’ “SOUP OR
BOWL” SUPPORTS
LOCAL CHARITIES

Good food, raffle prizes, AND the chance to
give back? Count me in!
All are invited to participate in a
night of fundraising and friendly competition. On Saturday, Jan. 26, the Deacons will
be hosting the 2nd annual Westminster “Soup Or Bowl” from 5:30-7 p.m.
Bring a soup, chili, or anything that can be served in a bowl...get it?!
There will be great prizes to the winners in several categories. We
had several entries last year (with Patty Fairbanks taking home the blue ribbon), but there weren’t enough people there to enjoy it all!
We will be collecting a free-will offering (suggested donation $6) at
the door that will benefit the Deacon’s fund and their continued support of
local charities. There will also be drinks available for a small donation. This
year, we’re adding a 50-50 raffle...the more people attend and purchase tickets, the more we raise and the bigger the prize!
So join us for a night of fun, fellowship, and ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
soup, chili, and other bowl-worthy foods. Questions? Contact Maureen
McMahan at maureenm04@gmail.com.
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HOLIDAY HOURS
The Westminster office will be
closed for New Year’s on Jan. 1.
We will also be closed for Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day on Jan. 21.

NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL FOCUSES ON RACISM
"Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God," by Kelly Brown Douglas will be the subject
of our new six-week adult education class beginning Sunday, Jan. 20, at 10 a.m. in the Club Room. Robin Thompson
will continue the discussion of race and criminal justice, this time with a look at "stand your ground" laws and social
and faith constructions in America that devalue people of color.
The book is available through Amazon (ISBN 978-1-62698-109-6), or Robin will have a limited number of
copies available as well. Reading the book is not a prerequisite! We hope you will join us for the class and the
Martin Luther King Jr. March on Monday, Jan. 21. More information will follow soon, or you can contact Robin at
robinthompson4peace@gmail.com.
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Wes’ Wonderings
As we end 2018 and launch headlong into the new year, I just want to say thank
you for your par ticipation in all aspects of the life of the chur ch but especially our
congregational visioning meetings. We have shared memories together of our first experiences of Westminster. We have discussed around tables what we are most excited
about currently at the church, and we have dreamed big dreams for the future.
The input you provided will be invaluable as the visioning team begins to answer the question: “What is God’s
vision for our future?” the team will meet in January to develop two or three God-sized dreams for the church that will
go to session and the congregation sometime before Easter. Hopefully, these dreams will shape our ministry in 2019
and for years beyond.
As we say goodbye to 2018, we also say goodbye to our dynamic Administrative Assistant/Events Coordinator, Grace Ogata. She is beginning the new year as the new Executive Assistant/Office Manager for the Sac Republic
soccer team. We will certainly miss her at Westminster. You will have the opportunity to say goodbye to her at coffee
hour after each of our worship services on January 6.
To start the new year, we welcome Samantha Jones, currently on staff as a Sunday school teacher, as our new
Administrative Assistant. Next time you call the office, be sure to welcome her to her new job.

Have a glorious 2019!
Peace,

Wes
JANUARY SCRIPTURE
READINGS & THEMES

Jan. 6 - Election of new
officers after each service
Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6
Matthew 2:1-12
Lighting the Way

Jan. 20
2 Sunday after Epiphany
Isaiah 26:1-5
John 2:1-11
Jesus’ Embarrassing
Miracle

Jan. 13 - Ordination &
installation of new officers
Baptism of the Lord
Psalm 29
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
With Prayer, the Heavens
Open

Jan. 27
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 19
Luke 4:14-21
When Is the Spirit of the
Lord Upon You?

nd

A huge “thank you” to Cheryl Stewart for all of her hard
work in leading our Advent decorating. She put in
several hours & trips to Westminster to make sure everything was perfect. We are so blessed to have you, Cheryl!

There will be a
brief congregational
meeting after each service on Jan. 6, to elect
the new elders and deacons for 2019 (class of
2021). Read more about
the nominees on page 6.
Also, mark your
calendar now for the
annual congregational
meeting on Sunday, Mar.
3. Our potluck brunch will begin at 9 a.m. and the meeting will be called to order at 9:30. THERE WILL NOT
BE A 9 A.M. SERVICE THIS DAY. However , the 11
a.m. service will feature the Rio Americano High School
Jazz Band!

JANUARY 2019

Page 3

AN UPDATE FROM THE
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY
TEAM
by Phillip Reese
A big thank you to everyone who participated in
our Stewardship campaign!
We received close to 150 pledges this year—
and scores of promises from members to share their
time and talent with the church. The work you do on
behalf of the church and community—from singing in
the choir to volunteering for Habitat for Humanity—is
our strength and testimony in Christ.
The amount of donations pledged for 2019 represent a slight increase over the previous year. Monetary pledges at Westminster have increased for several
consecutive years. For perspective, pledges have risen
by about 20 percent, or nearly $90,000, during the last
five years. Those figures are a confirmation of your
generosity.
Thanks to your generous giving, the church was
able to fund a budget for next year that maintains all
programs—nothing was cut due to lack of funding. At a
time when many other churches are struggling with
deficits and budget cuts, your contributions have kept
Westminster healthy and whole.
This year’s stewardship theme was “Finding
Our Path: From Heritage to Hope.” I want to thank the
stewardship team who stuffed envelopes and put up
banners and did all the other things that made it work.
Thanks as well to the members who chose to stand in
front of the congregation and share their experiences at
Westminster and offer their hopes for the future. I also
want to thank Debbie Davis, our treasurer, who gives
so much of her time to make sure our finances are in
order.
This is my last year as chair of stewardship as I
will be going off session. The team will be chaired for
the next couple of years by Peter Tiedemann, a great
leader who has helped a lot recently with stewardship.
I’ll still be around on Sundays, though, so say hi, and
thanks again for making my stewardship tasks easy.

2019 Per Capita =
$29.50

Each year, per capita brings
Presbyterians together. Based
on the number of members in
one’s presbytery, per capita
dollars pay for General
Assembly, the synod, the
presbytery, and the pastoral
emergency care fund.

A friendly reminder that the
All in the Family Sutter
Buttes hike (originally
planned for last November)
has been rescheduled for
Jan. 12. If you can no longer
attend, or would like to put
on the wait list, contact the
office. We are also planning
a “hike” around downtown
Sacramento this summer to
look a the different murals.

Start working on those acts...the annual
talent show & luncheon is coming up on Mar. 31.
Contact Mark Hargreaves if you’d like to participate, or if you have some raffle prizes to donate!

This past December, Westminster members and
friends had the opportunity to dedicate a poinsettia
in honor or memory of loved ones. The plants were a
beautiful addition to the Sanctuary and Social Hall
all month long.
We are pleased to report that it was one of the most
successful years in recent years, with over $710
going to the Deacon’s fund! If you paid for a
poinsettia, feel free to take one home next time
you’re at church.
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JANUARY FAMILY FOOTPRI NTS
WEEKLY YOUTH CLASS FOCUSES ON CURRENT EVENTS
How do we as WPC youth and young adults respond to the
news of the day? With The Wired Word, we discuss the latest headlines and discuss our reactions in a relaxed environment. There is no
“homework" or advance preparation necessary and the lesson resets
every week to the latest news cycle. The lesson is be e-mailed to regular participants in advance but you may join this class at anytime—
walk ins welcome!
We meet EVERY SUNDAY at 10 a.m. upstairs in the Jackson Room. This class is led by members Brad & Marcy Daniel. Since
we started in September, topics have included:
 Gun violence
 The death of Christian mission John Chau
 George H.W. Bush and dignity in politics
 The Central American refugee caravan
This class is led by members Brad & Marcy Daniel. If you’d like to
participate in this exciting opportunity, contact mark@westminsac.org.

SPACE STILL
AVAILABLE FOR
2019 MISSION
TRIP

A spot has opened up for the
2019 SSP mission trip to Smith River, June 30-July 6! Church membership isn’t required, but all youth and
their parents are expected to participate in our mission trip fundraisers,
including the talent show on Mar.
31.
If your youth (or a friend)
wants to participate, e-mail
mark@westminsac.org for more
information. Adult chaperones also
needed—the more we have, the
more youth can go!
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PWOW NEWS

Save the Date!

All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for Bible study,
fellowship, and fun. Call Roberta Franklin at 916-708-2768 for more
information.
Circle
Hannah
Esther/Ruth
Searchers
Sophia
Mary/Martha

Date
1/3
1/6
1/8
1/22
1/28

Time
6:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.

Place
Serra Room
Library
Library
Club Room
Serra Room

Mark your calendar for Saturday,
March 9 for the annual St. Patrick’s
Day Dinner. Raffle prizes needed! If you
have a prize (or basket) to donate,
contact the office.

Presbyterian Women present

Movie Night &
Soup Dinner
Friday, Feb. 8 at 6 p.m. - $10
RGB (2018) documents the life and career of Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg, particularly in the realm of gender equality and
women’s rights. A conversation will follow the movie.

2018 CROP HUNGER WALK—FINAL RESULTS

by Judi Valleley
Now that all last minute walker envelopes have been submitted to the regional
treasurer, the final total collected from the Sacramento region is $20,575. A quarter of the
amount equally benefits three local food banks: River City Foodbank, Northminster Presbyterian Church (for their brown bag program), and the South Sacramento Interfaith Partnership (SSIP) Food Closet located at Bethany Presbyterian Church. The remainder is used by
Church World Service to assist in disaster relief and self-help programs worldwide.
The walkers from Westminster Presbyterian Church were first place regional winners with a total
of $2,567 submitted, for which we receive a deserving recognition plus award from Church World Service.
Note that there will not be a CROP Hunger Walk in 2019, as the event is being moved to the Spring. The
next walk is scheduled for May 3, 2020.
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Meet 2019’s proposed members for Ruling Elder & Deacon
The following people have been nominated by the congregational nominating committee. Please participate in this important vote on Jan. 6, and thank the new elders and deacons when you see them
around Westminster.

Chris Knowdell, member since 2017
New position: Ruling Elder
I am surprised and humbled, but happy
to serve as a ruling elder. I hope to
have a closer relationship to God, and
that I will make wise decisions. I enjoy
spending time with my wife, Nancy,
and sons, James (age 11) and Willy
(age 8). As a cub scout den leader and
a boy scout assistant scoutmaster, I
help boys learn life skills while enjoying backpacking,
camping, and other activities. Most recent thing I’ve been
grateful for: I’m grateful that my job as a Judge challenges me everyday. I am also grateful that my brother-inlaw is on the road to recovery.
Blakely Nordman, member since 2016
New position: Deacon

Kris Mayr, member since 2012
New position: Deacon
I’m so glad I said “yes” to the call this
time. I now have the time, energy, and
enough faith to serve our community.
It is an honor. My goal is to serve
faithfully. I love to read, cook, and
play
spider solitaire. Walking at the river
with my husband, John, is a favorite. Traveling, especially
to the ocean, is a high on my list of fun activities. All of
these to do are much better done with family and friends.
Most recent thing I’ve been grateful for: My gr andson, Samuel Seal, who turned one on Nov. 5. Being a
grandmother is pure joy. Our family is so blessed.
Mark Swanson, member since 1984
New position: Ruling Elder

I’m looking forward to serving under
I’m excited to get an opportunity to get
the leadership of Rev. Wes to see how
to know my church family better. As I
Session has changed since I last served
begin ordained ministry at Westminand serving in a new capacity where I
ster, I hope for a lot of joyful experiam needed. I hope to make Westminences and character growth. I enjoy
ster’s ministry more visible in the
working for the state military departcommunity. I enjoy reading, collecting
ment (most days) and in my hobby
hours I like to read and practice ceramic art. Most recent books, traveling, researching family history, hiking, and
gardening. Most recent thing I’ve been grateful for: The
thing I’ve been grateful for: Being close to family in
health of my family and my retirement.
California, where there is sunshine practically all year
around.
Christy Foster, member since 2018
Samuel Ruacho, member since 2017
New position: Deacon
New position: Deacon
I am honored to be a deacon and I look
I am flattered, excited, and ready in
forward to serving our congregation
mind, body, and spirit to be a deacon.
with God’s blessing. I hope to have the
I hope to serve the church, community,
Lord’s blessing so that he may guide
and God in a more expansive role and
me in my WPC duties. I enjoy music
shine my light. I enjoy reading, theatre,
and art, playing guitar, and travelling. I
civil rights, cooking, ancient cultures,
spend much of my time at home backtheology, sports, law-constitution, child ing and building wood crafts. Most recent thing I’ve been
development, and advocating for the marginalized. Most grateful for: I am gr ateful for the extr aor dinar y suprecent thing I’ve been grateful for: Simply, to be alive port I have from my friends and family. I’m grateful to
(I’m a cancer survivor). This church!
have a career I love that also allows me to give back.
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LEAVING MY 2ND CHURCH FAMILY

by Grace Ogata
I am so sad to announce that as of Jan. 1, I have worked my last day in the
Westminster office. With a name like “Grace,” I like to think that I was destined
to work at a church sometime in my life. And how lucky am I that Westminster
was that church. Over the last 2.5 years, this congregation has continually blown
me away by its commitment to doing God’s work in this church and the community, and I will forever be grateful that I got to be a part of that.
So while you won’t hear “Westminster Presbyterian Church, this is
Grace” when you call anymore, just know that this church, and all of you, will
always have a special place in my heart. I now have a 2nd church family that I can
call on if I need anything. Plus, I’ll still be in town, so don’t be surprised if I pop
up at a Music at Noon concert or a Sunday service! Thank you to all who have
shown such kindness and generosity during my time here—especially those who
have dropped off cookies & other goodies to keep me going during the workday!
I will miss you all.

Join us during both
coffee hours on
Jan. 6 to wish Grace
well on her new
adventure!

A LETTER FROM MISS ASHLEY

My time at Westminster has been unbelievably rewarding. I have come
to know and love each and
every child that has walked
through the doors. I cannot
explain to you the joy I feel
when a child is immersed in
a Bible lesson, and then
goes home to share it with
his or her family.
The parents have been an absolute blessing to work
with, too. I am so happy that they have entrusted me with their
children. The fact that the parents have allowed me into their
lives is something that is humbling to me and something for
which I will be always be grateful.
I am extremely thankful for the staff at Westminster
who have been an absolute pleasure to work and learn from.
Most importantly, I am extremely blessed and grateful to have
had the opportunity to have worked under the leadership of Ms.
Diana. She has been an angel. She believed in me when I didn’t
believe in myself. Her support, encouragement, prayers, and
spiritual covering are an example of Christ like leadership. I am
extremely thankful For Pastor Wes and the Christian Ministry
Team for allowing us to have a creative children’s ministry that
is invested in giving the children a firm foundation built on
godly principles.
Many of you have said that I have had an impact on
your children, but I must say that your children have had an
even greater impact on me. The wonderful people of Westminster have become like family to me. Therefore; I am extremely
sad to be moving on to write the next chapter of my life. I am
exceedingly thankful to have had the honor and privilege to
serve the church family at Westminster for these last 5 years.
—Ashley Ramsey

Winnie will miss you, too!

CHANGES TO OFFICE
DUTIES
Due to Grace’s recent departure, here’s
CHANGES
TO
OFFICE
how we are distributing
some
of the office
responsibilities (until further notice):
DUTIES
How to get a hold of us
Ed
Samantha
Newsletter
Bulletins
Website
Calendar
Social media Flower orders





Rebecca
Weddings
Rentals
Room setups

Ed: ed@westminsac.org
 In the office T-F, 9:30a - 2:30p
Samantha: secretary@westminsac.org
(Grace’s old e-mail)
 In the office M-Th, 8a -5p
Rebecca: membership@westminsac.org
 In the office M-F (except W),
9:30a - 5p

Thank you in advance for your patience during
this time of transition for all of us!

WESTMINSTER
Presbyterian Church

1300 N Street, Sacramento Ca., 95814
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org

JANUARY, 2019
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
(916)442-8939
www.westminsac.org
Ed Vlaanderen - editor
ed@westminsac.org

Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following
Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and
promoting peace and justice.

GIVING TREE BENEFITS OVER 200 LOCAL CHILDREN &
YOUTH

Our December giving tree was a huge success! Over 200 gifts were delivered to Opening Doors and Mustard
Seed School. 18 boxes of diapers and wipes also went to Mary House—so many that they even had to bring out the
forklift for us! Thank you to Robin & Jeff Thompson, Patty Fairbanks, and Denise Jones for being Westminster’s
“elves” and getting everything delivered in time for Christmas!

