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Round About
Another joyful Advent season in
the books

They say “It’s the most wonderful time of the year,” but if you’ve ever
worked at a church, you’d know that it’s also the busiest time of the year. And we
wouldn’t have it any other way!
This past Advent season at Westminster kicked off with a “Hanging of the
Greens” after both services on Dec. 3. This was a great way to get everyone involved and get most of the decorating done in one afternoon. We plan on doing
something similar to this in 2018. We also continued Westminster’s tradition of
supporting local charities through our Giving Tree. This year we collected a total
of 140 gifts and 20 packs of diapers for Opening Doors, Mary House, and Mustard
Seed School. The Westminster community never fails to step up when asked.
Our traditions continued when we setup chairs in front of the church for the
Santa Parade on Dec. 9. Sponsored by the Membership Ministry Team, we served
popcorn and hot chocolate (it sounds like we’re getting quite the reputation for our
goodies) and offered our Narthex bathrooms to the public.
— See ADVENT, page 8
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Poinsettias were sponsored by
Westminster members and
friends in honor of loved ones.
This year’s proceeds—$750—
will go to the Deacon’s fund.

Program year continues with new focus
by Robin Thompson

Our theme of Do Justice, Love Mercy, and Walk Humbly (Micah 6:8)
continues in January with Race and Criminal Justice. During this time, we will
explore the inequities of our justice system, including their origins, their impact
on our community today, and what we can do to assist those who seek God’s
justice over human injustice.
The series will feature the following activities:
Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Club Room (Jan. 7 - Feb. 11)
A six-week study based upon the book The New Jim Crow: Mass
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle Alexander
(pictured left). This class will explore the history and effects of race in
our justice system, including racial profiling, unfair sentencing standards, and social disenfranchisement through readings, video, and discussion. Books are available now in the office or by contacting Robin
Thompson at 916-759-3401—a donation of $14 is requested. They will
also be available at the class, or can be purchased through traditional
booksellers (ISBN 978-1-59558-643-8).
— See RACISM, page 9

Stewardship campaign updates

As of Dec. 19, we have received 149 responses and pledges of $497,000, a 13 percent increase over last
year. Pledge envelopes are available for pickup at the church. Also, the Presbytery of Sacramento’s 2018 per
capita is $28. This pays for Gener al Assembly, the synod, the pr esbyter y, and the pastor al emer gency
fund.
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Wes’s Wonderings
I write this the Sunday after Christmas so the Annunciation is still ringing in my ears. Mary is perplexed by the angel Gabriel’s greeting and promise, but she remains open to the possibility of miracle and
closes her conversation with Gabriel with words of surrender and trust: “Let it be with
me according to your word.”
As you reflect on 2017, you should spend a little time pondering those places
where you’ve experienced miracles. Have you, like Mary, been amazed or joyfully perplexed this past year?
In a recent sermon I spoke about how my daughter Ali’s wedding was an occasion for me to reflect on the wonderful adult she’s become over against my limited parenting skills. This gap between her development into adulthood and my abilities as a
parent is perplexing. How did she get to be such a wonderful person? Sure, Shelby gets
most of the credit, with a little help from nurturing friends, churches, and schools. But
still, it seems there is a miraculous grace in that gap between the nurturing anyone can
provide and the result. I’m amazed and joyfully perplexed. Thankful too, of course.
Here’s a good new year’s resolution: Resolve each day in 2018 to be amazed by
something. Keep a journal on your nightstand so you can record your amazement before you go to bed each evening. You’ll never see miracles unless you start looking for them. Opening yourself to amazement each day is a great way to start.
Amazingly,
Wes

January’s scripture readings, themes for Epiphany
Jan. 7
Congregation Reaffirmation of the Baptismal
Covenant
Genesis 1:1-5, Psalm 29
*Mark 1:4-11
Theme: Baptism
Jan. 14
Ordination and Installation of Deacons and Elders
1 Samuel 3:1-10, Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
*John 1:43-41
Theme: God’s calling

Jan. 21
Installation of Presbyterian Women Officers
Jonah 3:1-5, Psalm 62:5-12,
*1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Theme: This fleeting world
Jan. 28
Rev. Dr. Joy Johnson
preaching
Theme: Racial reconciliation

There will be a brief special congregational
meeting after each service on Jan. 7, to elect
the new elders and deacons for 2018 (class of
2020). Read more about the nominees on pages 6 and 7.
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MINISTRIES

SO P
OR?

BOWL
All are invited to participate in
an evening of fundraising and friendly
competition. On Saturday, Jan. 27, the
Deacons will be hosting the first Westminster Soup or? Bowl from 5:30 - 7
p.m. Bring a soup, chili, or anything
that can be served in a bowl! There will
be great prizes to the winners in several
categories.
Join us for good food, fun, and
fellowship. We will be collecting a freewill offering that will benefit the Deacon’s fund and their continued support
of River City Food Bank. Details are
still in the works, so be sure to look for
updates throughout the month on the
Westminster website and in Sunday
bulletins. Questions? Contact Maureen
McMahan at maureenm04@gmail.com
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PWOW JANUARY CIRCLE MEETINGS
Circle
Hannah
Esther/Ruth
The Searchers
Mary/Martha
Sophia

Date
1/4
1/7
1/9
1/22
1/23

Time
6:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

Place
Serra Room
Club Room
Library
Serra Room
Club Room

All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for Bible
study, fellowship, and fun. Call Mary Jane Root at 362-8485 for
additional information.

Presbyterian Women to install officers

The following women will be installed during the 11 a.m.
service on Jan. 21:
Robert Franklin, Moderator
Agnes Nilsen, Coordinator for Mission Interpretation
Maryann Hopson, Recording Secretary/Treasurer
Mary Jane Root, Ex-officio

PWOW Movie Night returns

Save the date! Our annual Movie & Supper night will be
on Friday, Feb. 9. We will decide on the movie in the coming
weeks, so be on the lookout for updates, or contact Roberta Franklin at rlfrankin1@att.net if you have a suggestion. Invite a friend
or two. Contributions of soup, bread, and dessert are always welcome. At the end of the movie, we will have a roundtable conversation about the film. This yearly gathering is a great opportunity
for low-key and enjoyable friendship on a winter evening.

Annual report information due

Calling all ministry team leaders: please submit your materials for the annual report by Jan. 14. Getting this information in
on time ensures that we have enough time to thoroughly proofread
and edit everything before we go to print. Reports can be e-mailed
to Grace at secretary@westminsac.org.

Our popular Connecting on Wednesdays (C.O.W.) series will return Feb. 21 and run every
Wednesday through Mar. 21. Join us for a light dinner, followed by classes and fellowship.
Look in the February newsletter for a complete list of classes.
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Time: moving through the liturgical year
by Patty Bonnstetter

We are all fairly familiar with certain measures of time:
60 seconds = one minute and 60 minutes = one hour; 24 hours =
one day (7 = one week; 365 = one year); and 52 weeks =
one year.
And years…there a lot of them! The “calendar year” is
January 1 to December 31; the traditional “school year” is generally September to June; and the “fiscal year” is very often July 1
to June 30…but can be any 365-day period.

So what is a Liturgical year?
The idea and practice has developed over the centuries
and represents the church’s focus on special events in Scripture.
It begins with Advent and ends on the last Sunday in the Liturgical year, which was November 26, 2017 – now designated as
Christ the King Sunday.
Advent’s color is purple. It recalls Christ’s coming as a
child and anticipates his coming again. Its message challenges us to fulfill John the Baptist’s exhortation,
“Prepare the way of the Lord,” implying self-examination. Therefore, the mood of Advent is one of repentance
and self-examination. The season begins on the fourth Sunday prior to Christmas Day; this past Advent Season
began December 3, 2017.
The Christmas color is white for the 12 days between December 25 and January 6 (sometimes called
“Little Christmas”). Its message is the meaning of the word incarnation (God with us) and is a period of joy,
thanksgiving, and victory.
Advent is followed by Epiphany, which begins January 6 and continues to Ash Wednesday (this year:
February 14, 2018) and can have up to six Sundays. The color is white on Epiphany, then changes to green for
the rest of the season. Epiphany recalls the visit of the Magi and the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles.
Remember that white symbolizes joy and light; green is the color of nature and signifies the universal redemption Christ brought into the world.
In next month’s Round About, we’ll look at the next season: Lent (February 14 to March 26, 2018).

We asked and you delivered - our November food collection drive for River City Food Bank brought in our
biggest haul ever...1120 pounds! So amazing! Thank you
to everyone that donated and to Denise Jones for delivering everything to the food bank.
Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble.
Then your light will shine out from the darkness, and the
darkness around you will be as bright as noon.
—Isaiah 58:10
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FAMILY FOOTPRINTS
Everyone is invited to join Youth cow fundraiser a
youth in historical outing huge success
Westminster’s youth are going on a guided
tour of the Historic City Cemetery on Sunday, Jan. 14
and are extending an invitation to people of all ages to
come along. Established in 1849, this is one of the
oldest existing cemeteries in Sacramento and is the
resting place of many well-known Californians. Meet
for lunch at 12:30 p.m. at Selland’s Market-Café (915
Broadway) or just meet us at the cemetery (1000
Broadway) when our tour starts at 1:30 p.m. There is
no parking at the cemetery, but parking is available
along Broadway or in the Target parking lot. The cost
is $10/person for the tour. Please RSVP by Jan. 11 to
mark@westminsac.org or call the office at 916-4428939.
Coming up in February’s newsletter: learn about
the upcoming youth mission trip to Chiloquin, Oregon with Sierra Service Project.

We are so pleased
to announce that the children & youth have officially raised enough money to buy two cows and a
few groups of chickens
for families in need! We
asked, and you all delivered! Through the Presbyterian Giving Catalog,
the funds raised will provide three families with a
reliable source of income
and nourishment and also
supports training in the
caretaking and sustainable breeding of livestock.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this
campaign and especially the children and youth whose
passion and commitment made this possible.

Thank you to everyone who participated in another successful Christmas pageant on Dec. 10!
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Meet 2018’s proposed members for
Ruling Elder & Deacon roles
The following people have been nominated by the congregational nominating committee.
Please participate in this important vote on Jan. 7, and thank the new elders and deacons
when you see them around Westminster.
Thank you to the members of the nominating committee for their hard work these past
months: Jen Cox, Connie Brown, Diane Elam, Mark Swanson, Phillip Reese, and Craig
Cornett. Also, thank you to our outgoing Elders & Deacons: Robyn Cox, Kace Schwarm,
Jan Sharpless, Mike Reeves, Diane Houle, Jeff Jahn, and Joseph Gormley.

Peter Tiedemann,
member since
2012

Allyson Sage,
member since
1996

Michele Hobza,
member since
1979

New Position:
Elder

New Position:
Elder

New Position:
Elder

How I feel about
How I feel about
assuming this
assuming this
important position at WPC: hum- important position at WPC: I see
bled, honored, and hopeful to help it as a responsibility of being a
Westminster
faithful member; to discern God’s
will in the call to serve, to serve
What I enjoy when not doing my with love and energy, and in the
WPC duties: tr aveling, wor king hope that I can use my gifts to benwith Habitat for Humanity (locally efit the church.
& internationally), bike riding,
playing guitar, and spending time
What I enjoy when not doing my
with family
WPC duties: I am busy wor king
at UCDMC during the week and I
The most recent thing I’ve been
enjoy my job. We like to travel and
grateful for: the love and suppor t go day-hiking; and we attend perof family and friends during the re- formances by the Sacramento Ballet
cent passing of my father
and local theater companies.
My hopes as I begin ordained
ministry at WPC: to ser ve Westminster in moving the church forward in ministry to our members
and into the community

The most recent thing I’ve been
grateful for: I am gr ateful that
my family was together for Christmas!
My hopes as I begin ordained
ministry at WPC: that I will be a
good and faithful elder and contribute to the life through the ministries
I serve

How I feel
about assuming
this important position at WPC:
I’m excited! It will be interesting to
interact as a member on a different
level. I will enjoy getting to know
people in our church family.
What I enjoy when not doing my
WPC duties: I love r eading (I belong to 2 book clubs), cooking,
creating paper crafts (cards, etc.),
traveling (especially to Germany
where we have many friends), playing with my grandsons, making music, and listening to music.
The most recent thing I’ve been
grateful for: my extended family
as well as my home family...they
make life exciting and fun
My hopes as I begin ordained
ministry at WPC: to under stand
the workings of our church and to
contribute my time and talents in
useful ways
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LeAnne Ruzzamenti,
member since 2017

Alli Ware,
member since 2015

New Position: Deacon

New Position: Deacon

How I feel about assuming this
important position at WPC: Excited to help strengthen the church program and meet more of the incredible members of Westminster!
What I enjoy when not doing my WPC duties:
spending time with my 9-year-old twins, snowboarding and hiking, traveling with our family, my job with
a small non-profit working to improve the lives of
farmworkers
The most recent thing I’ve been grateful for: my
mom was told she was cancer free & the small nonprofit I work for was funded—fall 2017 was good!
My hopes as I begin ordained ministry at WPC: to
learn a lot about the church and make new friends

————————————————————————
Pat Calvo, member since 2008
New Position: Deacon
How I feel about assuming this important position
at WPC: humbled to be asked, honor ed to ser ve,
and ready to help where needed
What I enjoy when not doing my WPC duties: time
with friends & family, traveling, reading, & eating out
The most recent thing I’ve been grateful for: good
health for family, friends, and myself

Judy Jolley,
member since 1999

My hopes as I begin ordained ministry at WPC: to
do it right

New Position: Deacon

————————————————————————
Jillian Stefanki, member since 2016

How I feel about assuming this
important position at WPC: It is a
privilege to pickup where I left off—
I like the purpose of the Deacons
and it fits in with my own personal belief system:
compassion, empathy, and reaching out to the vulnerable populations.
What I enjoy when not doing my WPC duties: I am
an RN and work in Placerville with emotionally unstable adolescent boys and girls, as well as sex-trafficked
youth (I love my job!). I also enjoy being my friends,
my grown sons, grandsons, and Charlie (best dog ever!) and cat. I love to travel and go to church, but I also
enjoy my alone time.
The most recent thing I’ve been grateful for: My
youngest son had his surgery and friend (Paula) got a
new hip and can walk after 9 months. Also, my new
job—I found where God wants me.
My hopes as I begin ordained ministry at WPC: be
an instrument of God and worthy of this ministry

New Position: Deacon
How I feel about assuming this important position
at WPC: honor ed and excited
What I enjoy when not doing my WPC duties:
reading, being with family, spin class

The most recent thing I’ve been grateful for: our
family’s health
My hopes as I begin ordained ministry at WPC: to
develop professionally, spiritually, and personally

The Deacons class of 2020 will
also include Tricia Morris &
Denise Jones, who were both a
part of the 2017 class.
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ADVENT, from page 1 —————–———————–—————————————————–——
Dec. 10 was a day full of happenings. At both services, the children presented “The Amazing Story of
Christmas,” which included a combination of dramatization & singing.
People of all ages—and one dog—participated as animals and sang
along to a few traditional carols. After the 11 a.m. service, PWOW hosted it’s annual Christmas Cheer gathering where apple cider and delicious goodies were shared. The Young Families group also ventured
over to the Downtown Ice Rink for their annual ice skating outing. It
was an afternoon of great fun...and hopefully very few tears and bruises.
To finish off the day, Westminster was the host for the Sacramento Master Singers Christmas Concert. With over 300 people filling the Sanctuary, it was a beautiful and moving event. We hope to host the Master
Singers again in 2018!
Westminster-ites spread Christmas cheer to the residents at Pioneer House Assisted Living when they sang carols on Dec. 13. Donning
Santa hats and other festive accessories, the group of about 30 then reOur beautiful new Nativity scene lit up the
turned to Westminster for a delicious meal prepared for Randa Cody.
courtyard for passersby each night. It was
We are so thrilled that this yearly outing continues to grow.
constructed by Fred Hopson, Don Ruthrauff,
Dec. 17 featured Westminster’s tradition of spectacular music
with the Chancel Choir performing Gloria by Vivaldi throughout the 11 & Richard Pearson and painted by Robyn &
Garry Cox.
a.m. service while the Handbell Choir delivered a beautiful offertory
performance. After church, the youth enjoyed an afternoon of popcorn and Christmas-themed movies.
The 4th Sunday of Advent fell on Christmas Eve this year, so we just had one morning service at 11
a.m. Lois Swanson and family lit the Advent candles—what a treat it was to have four generations of Swansons in church! We also collected the Christmas Joy Offering, which assists current and retired church workers in their time of need, as well as future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools. This year’s
Christmas Joy collection was $1,525.
And of course, our Advent season concluded with the annual Christmas Eve candlelight service at 7
p.m. This is always such a beautiful and moving service as we welcome first-time attendees and visit with old
friends to celebrate the birth of Christ. One tradition of our Christmas Eve service is that the offering goes to
Westminster’s Mission Outreach Ministry Team to support Sacramento homeless and hunger ministries. This
year’s collection was $3,556.
Wow, what an eventful and joyous last few weeks we’ve had here. Many thanks to everyone who
made this season possible: Westminster staff, deacons, ministry teams, Chancel & Handbell choirs, children &
youth, Presbyterian Women of Westminster, and countless volunteers. And thank you all for being a part of
it...we can’t wait to do it again in 2018!

Westminster choirs seek new members
Ring and/or sing in the New Year the right way!
Westminster’s Chancel and Handbell choirs are calling for
new members. Handbells are looking especially for those who
read music—no handbell experience required! Rehearsals are
every Thursday, 5:30 - 6:45 p.m. Bell choir plays in one 11
a.m. service each month through June 3.
The Chancel Choir is mainly looking for tenors
(female or male) and basses, but anyone interested in joining
is welcome! No previous choir experience or music-reading
ability required, but must be able to sing in tune. Chancel
Choir rehearses every Thursday, 7 - 9 p.m. We sing in the 11
a.m. service every week through June 3.

Have questions or interested in joining? Contact Director Lee Hoffman at choir@westminsac.org or call the
office at 916-442-8939.
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Supporting our own

by Patty Bonnstetter (Sahn’s mom)
Please forgive me for a moment of unabashed promotion. At a fundraiser, I bid on
(and won) the opportunity for a walk-on part at
the new B Street Theatre! So I will join the
cast of "One Man,
Two Guvnors" for
two performances:
Feb. 9 at 8 p.m.
and Feb. 10 at 5
p.m.
If you are
already a B Street a
subscriber and want to see my theatrical debut,
call the box office (443-5300) and ask for Liz
Liles Brown to change your date. If you aren’t
a subscriber and want to buy tickets, follow the
same instructions: call the box office and ask
for Liz. If the set-aside seats for both performances get completely allocated, contact me
and I'll work with B Street to perhaps get another performance date (or two).

We were so sad to see Theresa Keegan, our communications coordinator of three years, move to Southern California in December. For the time being, Grace
Ogata, Administrative Assistant/Events Coordinator,
will be handling Westminster’s website, social media,
and other aspects of communications.
We will be hiring a part-time receptionist to help
with the increased workload, but any volunteer assistance is greatly appreciated! This includes answering
phones and greeting visitors, making copies, inputting
weekly attendance, decorating bulletin boards, and much
more.
Anyone interested in helping out should contact
Office and Facilities Administrator Rebecca Venegas at
membership@westminsac.org. Thank you to our December volunteers Avi Sharma & Lael Whetstone.

Break a leg! (That’s what they say, right?!)

Going to the Women’s March on Jan. 20?
Park for free at Westminster!
RACISM, from page 1 —————–———————–—————————————————–——
Monday, Jan 15. - March for the Dream: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day March
Let’s walk together to show respect for Dr. King and solidarity with those who continue his legacy.
Meet in the Westminster parking lot at 8:30 a.m. to carpool to the start of the march at Sacramento City
College, or just meet us at SCC at 9 a.m. We will march and sing through Land Park, Southside Park,
and the downtown neighborhoods, ending at the Sacramento Convention Center (14th & J streets)
where there will be vendors and displays. More information is available at the MLK March website
(marchforthedream.org). Everyone is encouraged to wear their Westminster t-shirt...a limited number
of shirts are still available for purchase in the office).
Sunday, Jan. 28 at 9 and 11 a.m. services - Guest preacher Rev. Dr. Joy Johnson
The Rev. Dr. Joy Johnson is the Board President of Area Congregations Together (ACT), a local coalition of over 56 congregations, schools, and neighborhood groups that works to create a more just and fair community, focused
on areas of historic discrimination and disinvestment in the greater Sacramento
region. She is also the Pastor of Higher Hope Christian Church and founder of
Life Matters, Inc., both in North Highlands.

Please contact Robin Thompson at robinthompson4peace@gmail.com or 916-759-3401 with any questions.

1300 N Street, Sacramento Ca., 95814
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org
Grace Ogata - editor
secretary@westminsac,org

Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following
Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and
promoting peace and justice.

A new Kerygma class begins in February
by Don Ruthrauff

The two Kerygma classes completed in 2017 were both a great success. Each class lasted 15 weeks,
one for the Old Testament and one for the New Testament. Both classes had a combined 61 total students!
The Kerygma program is phenomenal. The educational approach of its programs can be characterized
as “come and let us help you discover,” rather than “come and we will teach you.” It is just that...a discovery!
For example, during the course of the evening, each table is assigned topics and scriptures to discuss among
themselves. Then, the table leader will present the table’s findings or interpretations to the entire class for discussion. This provides for a real learning opportunity, plus there are no assigned seats so you can sit with new
people each week.
SAVE THE DATE: a new round of Kerygma classes will take place during the Lenten season. This
course, titled Hosanna, will begin on Feb. 21 and continue every Wednesday through Mar. 21 from 6:30 - 8
p.m. The sessions will explore the main texts in all four Gospels and Paul’s writings that deal specifically with
the last week of Jesus’ life and the resurrection. Registration will begin Sunday, Jan. 28 after both services.
We will have a new resource book, so even those who have participated in the past will need to pick up a copy
(suggested donation $13).

Westminster will be closed on Monday, Jan. 1
and Monday, Jan. 15.

