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ADVENT SEASON CELEBRATES
ANNIVERSARY OF POPULAR CAROL
This Advent season, Westminster
will be following a worship series
dedicated to the 200th anniversary of
the debut of Silent Night. This hymn
has become one of the best-loved
worship songs of many Christians—
even those who only come to church
once a year. Something mystical occurs as we light our candles and sing
the hope of “all is calm, all is

bright”—peace and light for the
world. The worship series, developed
by Worship Design Studio, will celebrate the carol’s message over the
entire season of Advent and highlight
its call for our lives that can guide us
all year long. Worship liturgy, choral
music, and children’s activities will
all be reflective of this special program.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH RAISING
MONEY TO PURCHASE LIVESTOCK
Following last year’s successful
campaign, Westminster’s children and
youth are teaming up again to raise funds
to purchase livestock for a Kenyan Community in need (through the Presbyterian
Giving Catalog). Livestock can provide a
family in need with a reliable source of
income and nourishment. Recipients also
receive training in caretaking and sustainable breeding of livestock, thus improving
food and income security for years to come.
In November, the children and youth sold See’s Candies, and although those sales are finished, you can still contribute to this project by
making a monetary donation—every dollar counts! Just be sure to designate
contributions for “Youth Animal Project” so that we can make sure it goes
toward the right fund.
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HOLIDAY HOURS
The Westminster office will be
closed all day on Dec. 25 & 26.
On Dec. 27 & 28, we will be open
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
We will also be closed on Jan. 1
for New Year’s Day.
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DECEMBER SCRIPTURE
READINGS & THEMES
Dec. 2
1st Sunday of Advent - PEACE
Isaiah 2:1-4
Luke 21:25-36
Beating Guns into Rototillers
Dec. 9
2nd Sunday of Advent - JOY
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
A Refined Joy
Dec. 16
3rd Sunday of Advent - LOVE
Children’s Christmas Program
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Luke 3:7-18
Renewed with Love
Dec. 23
4th Sunday of Advent - HOPE
Chancel Choir Presentation
Micah 5:2-5a
Luke 1:39-55
An Odd Hopefulness
Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons & Carols
Dec. 30
1st Sunday after Christmas Day
Guest Preacher Rev. Richard Pearson
1 Samuel 2:18-20,26
Colossians 3:12-17

GOODBYE, MISS ASHLEY!

We are so sad to announce
that Ashley Ramsey is leaving her
position as Sunday School Teacher.
She has been here for the last five
years and we will all miss her!
Please join us during coffee hour
after the 11 a.m. service on Dec. 16
to celebrate Ashley’s last day. With
Miss Ashley leaving us, we now
have an opening for Lead Sunday
School Teacher. Contact diana@westminsac.org for
a job description or more information.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

As of Nov. 15, we have received 108 responses for
the 2019 time and talent cards. The overall increase in the
responses received is about 6.5% from the total 2018 pledges. If you have not turned in your pledge card, please do so
ASAP so that we can finalize the 2019 budget!

WESTMINSTER SUPPORTS
FIRE VICTIMS

Recently, we saw the destruction caused by the
Camp Fire, that literally burned down almost the entire town
of Paradise, CA. Once again, the Westminster community
stepped up and in just over two weeks, more than $3,000
was raised to send to Bidwell Presbyterian Church to aid
their relief efforts. Our Presbytery is working hard to stay up
to date on relief efforts. Visit sacpresby.org for the latest
information.

SAVE THE DATE

Spend the evening eating
award winning soups, stews and
chilis! Everyone is invited to the
Deacons’ Soup or Bowl Cook-off
on Saturday, Jan. 26 at 5 p.m.
All you can eat (for a nominal donation benefiting midtown
charities). Last year we had many,
many participants but not enough
people to come and enjoy the deliciousness (that’s where the
$$$ comes from). More details to come, but be sure to get
this fun event on your calendar!
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ON CHRISTMAS EVE, HOLD THE HUNGRY &
HOMELESS IN YOUR HEART AND GIVE GENEROUSLY

by Lynn Bartlett
As we gather to celebrate Christmas, first in our church service and then in our homes with family and
friends, let us not forget those less fortunate among us. We want to keep Christmas as Christ would have us
do—meeting the basic needs of others. The Christmas Eve offering goes only for providing food and shelter
for people in our Sacramento community. The Mission Outreach Ministry Team determines how Westminster
and other agencies can best use the funds to meet these objectives.
During the past year portions of this offering bought vouchers for Sam’s Market for persons who are
hungry and come to our Church seeking food. Some of this offering also contributed to the work of Habitat for
Humanity in Sacramento and to the startup of a new Hospice for Homeless—Joshua’s House—near the
Loaves and Fishes complex.
Let your spirit of Christmas be evident in your contribution to feeding and sheltering the needy around
us. Give generously on Christmas Eve!

EQUAL EXCHANGE
PRODUCTS MAKE GREAT
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

Still looking for a stocking stuffer or holiday gift for
someone special? How about a box of Equal Exchange
Chai Tea or tin of Dark Hot Chocolate? New this month is
organic Chai Tea flavored with ginger, cardamom, and
cloves. This hot spicy drink, often made with milk and honey, would be perfect on cold winter evenings. Of course,
hot chocolate is always a favorite, especially with bits of
dark chocolate, and we have replenished our supply just in
time! Both will be available at PWOW’s next fair trade sale
on Dec. 9 after both services.

GIVING TREE SUPPORTS
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

The annual giving tree has been up since late
November, but there are still tags available!
It will be adorned with wish lists for children
represented by two organizations: Opening Doors
and Mustard Seed School. We will also be collecting
diapers (any size) for Mary House. Take an ornament and return it to the office with an appropriate
gift no later than Sunday, Dec. 9.
Donations for Opening Doors need to be
wrapped, but those for Mustard Seed should not be
wrapped—for all donations, please be sure to attach
the ornament/tag to the outside. Diapers do not need
to be wrapped either. Many thanks to Patty Fairbanks and Robin Thompson for coordinating this
project on behalf of the deacons.
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December Family Footprints
b Dec. 8 - Santa Parade (10 a.m.)

Enjoy free parking, front-row seats, popcorn, and hot cocoa as we gather in
front of the church to watch the annual Santa Parade. Parade starts at 10 a.m.

b Dec. 9 - Ice Skating (1 p.m.)

The Young Families group will head over to the Downtown Sacramento Ice
Rink (7th & K streets) after the 11 a.m. service. Cost is $6 for kids 6 & under,
$13 for 7 and up.

b Dec. 14 - Parents’ Night Out (6-9 p.m.)

Drop the kids off at 6 p.m. for an evening of FREE childcare. RSVP to diana@westminsac.org.

Spread Christmas cheer at
Pioneer House
People of all ages are invited to gather at
Pioneer
House (415 P St.) at 6 p.m. on Dec.
Christmas
12 to sing Christmas carols for the residents.
Afterwards, we’ll return to Westminster for a
delicious dinner. Please RSVP to
mark@westminsac.org so that we can plan
ahead for food.

b Dec. 16 - Christmas Music Pageant
& Youth Outing

During both services, the children will be singing &
dramatizing I Sing Y ou a Song and Silent Night. After
the 11 a.m. service, the youth will gather for their annual
lunch & outing (bowling).

b Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Service
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PWOW NEWS
All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for Bible study, fellowship, and fun. Call Roberta Franklin at 916708-2768 for more information.
Circle
Esther/Ruth
Hannah
Searchers
Mary/Martha
Sophia

Date
12/2
12/6
12/11
12/17
12/18

Time
1 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m.

Place
Dale Pugh’s House (potluck)
Serra Room
Library
Serra Room
Club Room

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS
ASSIST WOMEN IN NEED

This holiday season, PWOW invites Westminster
members and friends to join us in supporting two Christmas mission projects:
Women’s Empowerment Stocking Drive

Each year, PWOW supports the Christmas Stocking
Drive of Women’s Empowerment, which brings joy to
formerly homeless women and their children. Our 2018
goal is to provide 25 stockings!
Support this project by donating new stockings, stocking
stuffers, gloves, hats, socks, or gift cards. Please note
that recipients range from infants to adults, so we encourage you to provide a variety of items for different
ages. Any and all monetary donations will be used to
purchase additional stockings and gifts—it costs about
$50 to provide a stuffed stocking. Donations can be
dropped off in the church office through Dec. 4.
Community Against Sexual Harm (CASH)
Toiletry Drive
Do you like to bring back hotel
toiletries when you travel?
Now’s your time to unload
them! PWOW is partnering with
CASH to collect travel-size toiletries for their clients. These
gifts are always appreciated!
Donations for CASH can be
dropped off in the church office through Dec. 11.

CHRISTMAS
CHEER
Everyone is invited upstairs to the Social Hall after the 11
a.m. service on Sunday, Dec. 9 for Presbyterian Women’s
annual Christmas Cheer. There will be refreshments, warm
beverages, carols, and plenty of time to catch up with
friends. There is no cost to attend—this gathering is a gift
from PWOW to the Westminster congregation.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE
UPCOMING 2019 EVENTS
Feb. 8 - Soup supper & movie night
(this year, we’re going to watch RBG, a documentary on
the life and career of Ruth Bader Ginsburg)
Mar. 9 - St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
Spring 2019 (date TBD) - Spring Gathering &
Birthday offering Dedication
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JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR FOR A
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE DEC. 23

Feel the inspiring warmth of Advent as the Chancel Choir presents O
Light Most Blessed at the 11 a.m. service on Sunday, Dec. 23. Interspersed
meaningfully throughout the worship service, musical
selections include:
X Calm and Bright by Marcia McFee and Chuck Bell with the
Handbell Choir and congregational singing
X Small, Dancing Light from SMALL, DANCING LIGHT by
Taylor Scott Davis with guest harpist, Lauren Sharkey
X Come Flood This Heart of Mine by David Lantz III with bass
section leader, Sean Ang on violin, and Hilary Pollock on double
bass
X Lux Beatissima by Mark Patterson with Blakely Nordman on
handbells
X We Need A Silent Night in Here by Marsha Jean Moors-Charles
X Can You See the Light in Bethlehem? by Joseph Graham and
David Angerman
X Love Has Come by Ken Bible, arranged by Lloyd Larson
You are welcome to sing with the Chancel Choir for this special program on Dec. 23! Rehearsals are at 7 p.m. on Thursdays, Dec. 6, 13, and 20.
Interested?? Please contact Lee Hoffman, Director of Choirs by Dec. 6 or
just show up to rehearsal at 7 p.m. that same evening. Contact Lee at
choir@westminsac.org or call the office.

MUSIC AT NOON
Dec. 5 - Camellia City Flute
Choir
Dec. 12 - Chanteuses Vocal
Ensemble
Dec. 19 - Bel Tempo Handbells

Dec. 26 - No M.A.N.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING—A
CHERISHED TRADITION IN THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

by Lynn Bartlett
Many of us remember learning in childhood about a special
opportunity in our Presbyterian church to remember our former pastors at Christmas. What an inspired name for an
offering—Christmas Joy! We can show our appreciation for all their dedication and hard work in teaching us the
Scriptures and explaining how Christ wants us to live our lives. One half of Christmas Joy assists former and current
Church leaders who need help in heath or financial crises through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions.
Today this offering is more encompassing. One half answers needs of future church leaders, through Racial
Ethnic Leadership Development at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
Amidst all the hustle and bustle of the hectic days of Advent, be sure to plan for your donation to make the retirement years easier for our former ministers and to provide for the needs of current and future Presbyterian Church
leaders from racial ethnic groups.
Westminster will focus on the Christmas Joy
Offering in Minute for Mission on Dec. 23 in both
services. Special envelopes for the offering will be
available. Donors can give on that Sunday, beforehand,
or in the days thereafter at the church office. Let us all
We are pleased to announce that this special
express our gratitude to our retired Pastors and give
offering, received in October, totaled $2,451!
ongoing encouragement to current and upcoming leaders by supporting this Special Advent and Christmas
Offering—Christmas Joy!
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Due to the poor air quality in late November, the
All in the Family Hike
in the Sutter Buttes had
to be postponed until
Jan. 12, 2019. Because
we changed the date,
there may be space
available for other hikers! If interested, contact
the office.

REMEMBERING ANDREW
On Nov. 10, 23 people
gathered at Zephyr Point
Presbyterian Conference
Center in South Lake
Tahoe to reflect upon and
celebrate the life of Westminster member Andrew
Sisterson with the placement of a memorial bench
just above the waterfront.
As family and friends
shared, it became very

apparent how loved
Andrew was during his 19
years of life. Zephyr Point
was part of some milestone
moments for Andrew, so it
seemed very appropriate to
the family to have a lasting
reminder of Andrew's legacy here. The bench was
funded by donations made
to Westminster in memory
of Andrew.

A NEW ITEM ADDED TO
THE BOOK EXCHANGE

Madeline Crane has prepared bookmarks
for your use. Come by and get your free bookmark in the Patio Room and pick out a book (or
even a few). If you have books that you are finished with or tired of, consider putting them on an
empty shelf and we will arrange them. We have
books catering to a wide interest. We have books
on religion, biographies, fiction, mysteries, and
non-fiction. Something for everyone! Please
make use of this exchange for your pleasure.

Current & former Westminster youth gather to
dedicate the Andrew Sisterson memorial bench

CROP HUNGER WALK - AN UPDATE

by Judy Valleley
Westminster was represented by ten dedicated
walkers along with many participants from the community
and 25 local churches. A big thank you to our own Rev.
Tom Sisterson who acted as Master of Ceremonies by
drawing the winning raffle tickets for the vendor prizes.
We wish to particularly celebrate our exceeding
the Westminster goal of $2,500 with a grand total
of $2,576 in contributions collected so far. The Sacr amento regional grand total details will follow as donations continue to arrive. Many heartfelt thanks to all participants,
volunteers and contributors who made the 2018 walk a success.
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NEW TO WESTMINSTER

Meet our newest members, received nov. 18

Davidson (Dave) Etoamaihe & Uche Okorie

Ralphie Rocha
I am joining Westminster by Profession of Faith and am a
strong believer in the Christian faith.

Uche: I am a born and raised Anglican and a true
lover of Christ. I sang as a little girl and am thrilled
to join Westminster’s Chancel Choir. I will continue to build up my faith in my new church home.
Dave: I’m a registered nurse and just moved to California from Houston Texas. My fiancé Uche and I
are getting married at Westminster on Dec. 1. I like
playing/watching soccer, going to the gym, and of
course, reading the Bible and prayer. I like meeting
new people and discussing the Bible. Something
different about me? I don’t drink coffee!

Donna Fontaine
I am looking forward to being a member of Westminster’s welcoming fellowship. Attending with
my daughter (Deborah Mac Millan) over the last
5-7 years has given me the chance to see the
“spirit” that is Westminster.
Steve Modich
I moved to Sacramento in
2010, where I met my wife.
On Nov. 20, 2017, my wife
and I had our first child,
Zayne, who was baptized
at Westminster on Nov. 25.
If I’m not at home or work
(I’m an Application Manager for Sutter Health),
then I’m at the gym. I love
to stay busy and active.

Pam Inman
I’m originally from Monroe, Michigan and joined the United States
Air Force after high school, and
served active duty from 1988-1995.
After separating from the USAF, I
became a member of the Sacramento County Sherriff’s Department
and have been serving our community for 23 years. I am currently
working as a Deputy on contract
with Sacramento Regional Transit
Police Services and am the sole Homeless Outreach Officer through the city/county-wide system Working in
concert with civilian Outreach Navigator employed by
Sacramento Steps Forward, we work to eliminate barriers
people have that have led them to experiencing homelessness. I love serving the community both on and off duty,
and am currently attending the Law Enforcement Chaplaincy Academy. When I have a moment to myself, I love
all types of music and especially like watching The
Voice. I am also a huge, huge, HUGE football fan and
will always love my Detroit Lions (win or lose)! My wife,
June, and I have been married since 2015 and are the
proud moms of fur babies Roxy, “Happy,” Hiro, and Mittens. We both look forward to getting to know everyone
and I am truly honored to be a part of the Westminster
congregation!
Johhie Moore
I am a retired civil engineer and my
hobbies include woodworking, gardening, cooking, music, fishing, and
sporting events. I’m also married
with two adult children. I’ve been in
the Sacramento area for a few years
now...I still have family down in
Southern California. I also help
serve popcorn at Music at Noon!
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HOLIDAY CONCERTS TO BE HELD AT WESTMINSTER

One of the best things about having such a beautiful facility is being able to share it with the community. This
December, Westminster is pleased to be the performance venue for two well known choral groups:
Sacramento Master Singers presents “A Master Singers Christmas” - Sunday, Dec. 9 at 3 p.m.
Luxuriate in the warmth and beauty of Christmas music this holiday season at A
Master Singers Christmas. Commencing with an opening candlelight processional, audiences are surrounded by aural sonority and spectacle as the choir
performs a wide range of repertoire, from traditional melodies to the latest in
multicultural songs and timeless carols. Hear Mack Wilberg’s O Great Mystery,
traditional Irish chant, and English carols. At your request we offer you the Pentatonix White Winter Hymnal with entertaining hand jive, as well as several new
(crazy!) arrangements of holiday favorite tunes. Join us at one of our new venue
options and experience the family—and Sacramento — tradition: A Master
Singers Christmas. Tickets are $25 for adults, $20 for seniors, $10 for students.
Tickets can be purchased at mastersingers.org.
El Camino Fundamental High School presents the 25th Annual Madrigal Dinner - Saturday, Dec. 15 at
1 p.m. & 6 p.m. / Sunday, Dec. 16 at 6 p.m.
The El Camino High School Madrigal Singers invite you to an evening (or afternoon) of music
and dining in the Westminster Social Hall. Meal options are chicken fettuccine alfredo or spinach
and cheese ravioli. Salad and dessert are included. The cost is $30/person (please make checks
payable to El Camino Choir). The last day to reserve your seat is Friday, Dec. 7. Pickup a reservation form across from the Westminster office. Questions? Contact David Vanderbout at
david.vanderbout@sanjuan.edu.

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL KERYGMA COURSE

Twenty eight persons signed up for a seven weeks’ course that was
completed in November, entitled: “Knowing God” led by the Rev. Bob Fernandez. The topics studied were:
 God as Creator—Back to the Beginning.
 God As Communicator: How can we discern God’s messages?
 Questions About God: Can God be located? How can we know
God who is invisible? Can God be influenced? What about God
and other gods? What names are given to God?
 God’s Justice and Love: Adam and others, Jonah, Job, the role of faith.
 The Mystery of Revelation: the use of reason and revelation, the mystic practice of seeing and hearing God
with the eyes and ears of “the heart.”
 Jesus and God: Jesus as revelation of God.
 The Spirit of God: Jesus and God’s Spirit, the Holy Spirit and the Church, God the Trinity.
The Task Force setting this study up was composed of Patty Fairbanks, Lita Munich, Maria Tomas, Phil Riner,
and Don Ruthrauff, with John Stevens and Bob Fernandez as advisors. A hearty thanks to these persons for their part
in making this study so successful.
A new Task Force has been named to plan for next Spring’s study: Patty Fairbanks, Maryann Hopson, Kathryn
Maffia, Lita Munich, Richard Pearson, Phil Riner, with John Stevens and Bob Fernandez as advisors. BE ON THE
LOOKOUT FOR THE SUBJECT OF STUDY AND THE DATES.
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(please return by Dec. 9)

Once again, the church will be adorned with poinsettias this
Christmas season.
We invite you to sponsor a plant (or even a few) in
honor of friends and loved ones. All honorees will be
included in a Dec. 16 special listing.
Cost: $15/plant (proceeds go to the Deacon’s ministry)
Name:

________________________________

Phone/e-mail: ________________________________
In honor of:

________________________________

or
In memory of: ________________________________

Office use only
Amount received ____________
P/D/C ____________________
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WHAT HAVE WESTMINSTER-ITES BEEN UP TO LATELY?

SSP Workday (Rancho Cordova)

The children from the weekly MAD About Music class
perform two songs on Nov. 18, Scottish Sunday
Remembrance Day Poppies
Tempera on paper
Created by WPC children to honor and
remember our Veterans

Back in June, Westminster members volunteered at a
Habitat for Humanity build as a part of the Unity
Build project. The house was dedicated in November,
with Westminter-ites and other volunteers in attendance.

WESTMINSTER
Presbyterian Church

1300 N Street, Sacramento Ca., 95814
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org

D E C E M B E R , 2018
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
(916)442-8939
www.westminsac.org
Grace Ogata - editor
secretary@westminsac.org

Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following
Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and
promoting peace and justice.

Christmas Eve
MONDAY

CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS
EVE AT WESTMINSTER
DECEMBER
7 - 8 p.m.

Carols  Children’s Message  Classical Guitar
Chancel & Bell Choirs  Childcare

