
 

War, disease and imprisonment: These 
words have the power to fill the heart with 
pain, fear and hopelessness. They often 
make the lips of those witnessing such 
strife ask, “Surely, this is not where God 
lives?” 
 
Presbyterians working for peace and jus-
tice would beg to differ though, saying 
that it’s exactly in such strife where God’s 
love should shine the brightest. And 
through their gifts to the Peace & Global 
Witness Offering - which our congrega-
tion will be collecting for on World Com-
munion Sunday, October 3, 2021 - they 
are supporting peacemaking initiatives 
that ease pain through action, provide 
comfort in the face of fear and show love 
to the hopeless. 
 
Every gift to the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering enables the Church to promote 
the peace of Christ by addressing systems 
of conflict and injustice worldwide.  
 

25% of this Offering stays with our 

congregation to support peacemaking and 
reconciliation in our own community.  
 

25% of this Offering will go to joining 

with other congregations in our area to 

support peacemaking work in our region.  
 

50% of this Offering supports the work 

for peace and reconciliation  being done 
by Presbyterians across the globe.  
 
You can donate through Westminster OR 
donate online at: pcusa.org/peace-global  

If we all do a little, it adds up to a lot.  
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Mark 9:42-50 
Genesis 12:1-9 

What Did God Promise?  
Rev. Rola Al Ashkar 

preaching 
 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 
Mark 10:17-31 

The Proverbial Eye of the 
Needle  

Rev. Wes Nordman  
preaching 

Job 38:1-7, 34-41 
Mark 10:35-45 

How Many Times Do I 
Have To Repeat Myself? 

Rev. Rola Al Ashkar 
preaching 

 
 
 

Job 42;1-6, 10-17 
Mark 10:46-52 

Longing for Others  
Rev. Wes Nordman  

preaching 
 

Psalm 146 
Mark 12:28-34 

A Creature in the House of 
the God of Life 

Rev. Wes Nordman  
preaching 

 Upcoming October 
Dates 

 
Oct. 2 -Youth Service Project 
     (Offsite) 
 
Oct. 3 - Peace & Global Witness  
     Offering 
 
Oct. 6 - MusicAtNoon Concer t 
 
Oct. 13 - MusicAtNoon Concer t 
 
Oct. 15 -  Parent’s Night Out 
 
Oct. 17 - Music Appreciation  
        Sunday 
 
Oct. 20 - MusicAtNoon Concer t 
 
Oct. 24  -  November Newsletter  
        Deadline  
 
Oct. 27 - MusicAtNoon Concert 

October Scripture  Readings & Sermon Tit les  

October Concerts 
 

 Oct. 6 - TriMusica  
  with Sandra McPherson, clarinet;   
  Susan Lamb Cook, cello;    
  John Cozza, piano 
 

 Oct. 13 - Flutist Cathie Apple & Friends 
 

 Oct. 20 - Matthew Grasso, 7-string guitarist  
 

 Oct. 27 - Kris Plamer, wood flute & silver flute;  
   Varya Milinder, piano 

Restorative Yoga 
 

Two yoga class sessions are canceled in October:  
 

October 5  
 

&  
 

October 26  
 

Classes will resume on the following Tuesdays.  
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Children’s Fall Events 
 

Parents' Night Out  
Friday, October 15 

 

Pioneer House  
Caroling & Dinner  

Wednesday, December 8 
 

Christmas Pageant  
December 12, 11:00am Service 

Youth Fall Events 
 

Youth Service Project  
Saturday, October 2                    

(off-site) 
 

Service Trip Planning 
Sunday, October 10                   

11am in Jackson Room  
 

Bowling Night   
Friday, November 12                    

(off-site) 
 

Pioneer House  
Caroling & Dinner  

Wednesday, December 8 

Parents’ Night Out 
 

Parents need a night out! On October 
15, 2021, drop your kids off at 6:00pm 
for an evening of spooky fun including 
games, crafts, food, and movies. Pick 
them up at 8:30pm. FREE! 
 
RSVP to youth@westminsac.org. 

Youth Service Project 
 

On Saturday, October 2, Westminster Youth 
will meet at Southside Park to paint park 
benches. Meet at 9:00am at 8th St. and V St. 
Wear your painting clothes and bring a bag 
lunch. 

New Youth Curriculum  
 

Welcome in! This fall, youth in grades 
6-12 will explore the new Follow Me 
curriculum released this summer by 
the Presbyterian Publishing Company, 
starting with a unit on hospitality. We 
will see that “Jesus disrupted many 
cultural and religious practices as he 
welcomed and related to many people 
considered outsiders.” Meet Betsy af-
ter the Children’s Time to Shine during 
the 11:00am service. 

High School Youth & Families 
 

Are you interested in going on a service trip 
next summer? Would you like to participate 
in Triennium in Indianapolis in July 2022? 
Come up to the Jackson Room after the 
11:00am service on Sunday, October 10 to 
hear details and weigh in on the destination 
options. If you can't attend, email Betsy at 
youth@westminsac.org.  

mailto:youth@westminsac.org
mailto:youth@westminsac.org
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Westminster Welcomes Two New Staff Members 
This fall, Paola Perez and Jaimie Santos joined our staff as Sunday morning child-care 
assistants. Paola works at Milestone Child Development Center during the week and is 
fluent in Spanish. She holds an Associate Teacher certificate in Early Childhood Educa-
tion from American River College and she is working towards a B.A. in Child Develop-
ment at Sacramento State. Jaimie has worked with pre-school children on the staff of her 
childhood church and as a ballet instructor. Paola and Jaime join Breanna Ramirez and 
Michelle Mosnier in caring for the children of Westminster every week. 
 
 Thanks to Samantha Jones' family for the donation of a beautiful sanctuary rocking 
chair. We hope families with babies or toddlers will use the two rocking chairs in the 
northwest corner during the service. Older children can find books and activities in the 
nearby pews.   

From the Pastor  
In Matthew 19, Jesus is visited by the rich 
young man who wants to inherit eternal 
life. Jesus instructs him to sell his posses-
sions and give the money to the poor. The 
man is unable to do this. 
 
Then Peter, who is always working the an-
gles, asks Jesus what he and the other dis-
ciples, who unlike the rich young man had 
given up so much for Jesus, will receive 
in return. Jesus says that those who have 
given up much to follow him will receive 
a hundredfold return and inherit eternal 
life. He finishes by saying, “But many 
who are first shall be last, and the last will 
be first.” What does this even mean? 
 
Perhaps Jesus is saying that anyone who 
eliminates distractions from his or her 
life—and money is only one of the 
many—to more diligently seek God will 
be rewarded in heaven. Yet I think Jesus is 
pointing to an even deeper reality: here 
and now, in this life, the first are often 
last. The rich young man, who could not 
give up his possessions, was missing out 

on the good life by trying anxiously to 
hang on to his possessions which he 
thought imparted the good life. Ironic, is-
n’t it? Perhaps, indeed, less is more. Per-
haps selfless giving imparts the good life. 
 
I’m sure you know where this is going. 
When the temperature begins to drop, the 
leaves turn color and the pastor starts talk-
ing about money, you just know the 
church is beginning its annual stewardship 
emphasis.  
 
Thank you for your giving to the ministry 
of WPC this year. I trust you will receive, 
and are receiving, a great reward. I look 
forward to our Stewardship Sunday on 
November 7, when we will rejoice anew 
in God’s goodness and the faithfulness of 
God’s people. 
      
Your companion on the journey, 
 
      Wes 



 Page 5                                                  October 2021 

We would like to introduce you to Leila 
and Jack Johnson; people you will not 
have the chance to meet, yet people you 
will want to know more about as their af-
finity for Westminster and their generosity  
befalls you after their passing. 

Leila B. Wilson was born in San Antonio 
TX January 23, 1925.  The depression was 
a catalyst for her mother to care for her 
family.  As an entrepreneur, her mother 
was involved in several businesses, in-
cluding oil and mining in east Texas, be-
fore moving the family first to Oakland 
and finally to Sacramento.  Leila graduat-
ed from Grant Union High School in 
1941, obtained a teaching credential and 
taught second grade in the San Juan 
School District for several years.  Leila 
was endowed with creativity. As an ac-
complished seamstress, she made most of 
her clothing including suits (men’s and 
women’s), hats, coats and upholstered fur-
niture.  She excelled at gardening, floral 
arranging and a wide range of crafts in-
cluding card making.  Leila lived inde-
pendently until her passing on May 21, 
2021 at 96 years of age. 

She married Jack W. Johnson in 1953, 
who was born in Manhattan KS February 
13, 1915.  As a result of poverty and an 
unhappy family setting, he left home at 
age 14 to find work.  “Riding the rails” 
and hitchhiking he worked odd jobs in ex-
change for food and shelter for several 
years.  The stock market crash of 1929 
followed by the great depression made 
matters worse.  In 1933 he enlisted in the 
Army as the last cavalry regiment, mean-
ing he was issued a horse!  Jack served 20 

years, reaching the rank of Captain.   Fol-
lowing his discharge, he was a civil ser-
vice employee at McClellan AFB, Sacra-
mento until his retirement.  November 
2006 Jack passed away at home at 91 
years of age. 

The Johnson’s shared a passion and enthu-
siasm for the outdoors and nature.  They 
enjoyed camping, hiking and traveling 
throughout the west on numerous outings.  
Their mementos frequently included inter-
esting rocks from areas they visited that 
were incorporated into their landscaping. 

Because of the hardships ingrained from 
the Depression and the conscious plight of 
each of their mothers having nothing to 
live on in their old age, Jack and Leila     
lived frugally and saved throughout their 
marriage.                    Cont’d on pg. 6 

Westminster Receives Gift from the Leila B. Johnson Estate  
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Wander & Wonder with Wanda 
Like many people, Wanda has been attentively watching the recent 
space journeys as rich entrepreneurs have sponsored commercial 
space flights. The first one with no professional astronauts on board 
just landed safely in the ocean after three days of space exploration.  
Wanda isn't sure she’d like to go into space, although she admits the 
view would be AWESOME! What do you think about all this? Would 
you like to fly among the stars? So weightless in space? How about 
walking on the moon?  
 
Just wondering... 

An Especially Intentional Music Appreciation Sunday 
 
If you've been at Westminster for a few years, you may remember that on the first Sun-
day of June, the 11:00 am Worship Service included a bit more music than usual; those 
who participated in music throughout the year would have their names listed in the bul-
letin; and music staff would say a few words of appreciation for those who offer their 
time and talent in Praise Band, Handbell Choir, Chancel Choir, and as Summer Anthem 
soloists. 
 
Then 2020 came along, and as the first Sunday of June approached, we decided to post-
pone Music Appreciation Sunday. By spring of 2021, optimistic projections for the pan-
demic suggested that Music Appreciation Sunday might be possible if we held off until 
fall.             Cont’d on pg. 7 

Over the years they helped friends and 
family as they were able. Without chil-
dren, they knew that their legacy would 
come through their estate. They wanted 
their money to “be used for good”, to en-
sure that future generations would be in-
troduced to the joys of nature. 

Leila’s family attended Westminster Pres-
byterian Church from 1930 to 1951. In the 
1940’s she attended summer camp at 
Mount Herman, thanks to financial sup-
port from the church. In addition to foster-
ing her love of nature, she made many 

lifelong friends including Roy O’Neill, 
MD, Norma Kimler Thorley, and Dorine 
Crotta Causley. As a teenager, she was 
very active in Christian Endeavour State 
Conventions.  The gatherings contributed 
to her education, shaped her values, and 
exposed her to new ideas/people. She 
deeply appreciated how Westminster 
shaped her moral compass and faith 
through the remainder of her life, and 
hopes that her estate contribution will ben-
efit other youth involved with your pro-
grams. 
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This Day in Westminster History 

October 5, 1967 
As we will be celebrating Music Appreciation Sunday this 
month, let’s celebrate another musical accomplishment of 
Westminster’s: hosting Duke Ellington’s Sacred Music concert 
series. Duke Ellington was a pivotal figure in Jazz and to some 
the most significant composer of the genre. He was best 
known for his inventive use of the orchestra. Duke Ellington 
was not a conventionally spiritual man, according to biog-
rapher Harvey Cohen, he “adhered to no denomination and did 
not live a 'moral' life according to usual religious dictates," but 
he was deeply devoted to his own version of faith, which more 
than anything valued freedom in all its forms: personal, politi-
cal, social, and moral. His Sacred Concert series, with his first 
Sacred Concert beginning as commissioned work from Grace 
Cathedral in San Francisco in 1965 as part of a yearlong consecration celebration, was 
considered by Duke himself as the “most important work I have ever done’’. Eb-
ony magazine called the piece "historic", situating it as part of a larger movement in the 
mid-60s that brought together jazz and religion. He performed his concert series in 
churches and cathedrals all over the world, including the Cathedral of St. John the Di-
vine in 1968, Westminster Abbey in 1973, and of course Westminster Presbyterian in 
1967. Surprisingly, there is not much in either the local papers or Westminster’s histori-
cal records about how Westminster got Ellington to perform here. What we do know is 
that his performance included Duke Ellington himself, his orchestra, singers, and a 
dancer. That and we have a picture of the Ellington performing and a signed program 
cover that is proudly displayed across from the office. You can view the premiere per-
formance of  the 1965 Sacred Concert on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=r8T5-AxBUwI  
Perhaps this performance is similar to the one he gave here at Westminster!  

Then by summer, the Delta variant arrived, and as fall approached, it seemed that Music 
Appreciation Sunday might have to wait again. We did consider postponing again, ex-
cept we realized that especially under the present circumstances, there really is so much 
to appreciate! Music has allowed the Praise Band, Handbell Choir, Chancel Choir, and 
Summer Anthem soloists to maintain connections with each other, with the congrega-
tion, and to continue enhancing Worship Services. So, it's on! Please join us in person or 
via live stream on October 17, 2021 for an especially intentional Music Appreciation 
Sunday! 

Interested in singing, ringing, or playing in Praise Band, Handbell Choir, or Chancel 
Choir? Contact Chris Borton, Praise Band Director at praise@westminsac.org or Lee 
Hoffman, Director of Choirs at choir@westminsac.org. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebony_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebony_(magazine)
mailto:praise@westminsac.org
mailto:choir@westminsac.org
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Westminster Looks Ahead:  
Our 2022 Stewardship Campaign 

 
“Resilient, Rejoicing, Renewing”: Those words describe Westminster and are the theme 
for our 2022 Stewardship campaign.    
 
COVID-19 has tested all of us over the past two years, yet our Westminster Family has 
been resilient, mainlining our worship services, our music and educational programs, 
and our financial support for those in need in our communities, throughout the pandem-
ic.     
 
Now we have come back together, rejoicing at in-person worship services, and rejoicing 
for our new ministry community and new director of Children’s Ministry.  
 
And as we return, there is much we look forward to in 2022 with excitement and confi-
dence, as we renew our community and commitment to Christ. Our work will focus on 
our spiritual growth,  reducing homelessness and hunger in our community, a 2022 
church retreat, our new iama yoga community, a new ministry for older adults, and 
much more. 
 
Our pledges and gifts to Westminster make all of this possible. You should soon receive 
a letter and pledge card in the mail.   Please prayerfully consider how you can continue 
to give, and consider increasing your pledge for 2022. 
 
Let us celebrate Westminster’s resilience, rejoice in our community of faith, and renew 
our commitment to bring hope and further God’s work in this place. 

 Help Wanted 
  

We are looking for volunteers to as-
sist us with our live stream services! 
We would love to have volunteers 
who could be a backup for our cam-
era operator for our 11 am service. If 
you are interested, please call the of-
fice!   

On Monday, November 1, at 7pm we will hold 
a service honoring the lives of loved ones who 
have passed away this year (can be a non-
member). If you have a name to submit for All 
Saints’ Day, please contact the office. 

All Saints’ Day  
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A Word from Rola 
Fall is here, and with it our lives are re-
gaining some of that routine lost in be-
tween summer plans and travels. We have 
started the program year here at the 
church and shortly we will be planning 
for Advent!  
 
I feel like I have just joined Westminster, 
and I am already nearing the end of my 
first year with you!! When did that hap-
pen?  
 
One of the things I still have to decide 
whether I like or not about California is 
the overlapping of seasons. As fall alleg-
edly started, we still do not see a lot of 
yellow and orange leaves here in North-
ern California, and the temperature is still 
in the 80s and 90s.  
 
Although I always cherished the precision 
and consistency of seasons on the Medi-
terranean, yet I think life looks more like 
Californian seasons: overlapped and un-
predictable. 
 
If you’re like me you need to have some 
control over the future; I am not a person 
who is comfortable with uncertainty. But 
the last decade of my life has been one of 
uncertainty and it has taught me that our 
lives are but successions of seasons, some 
good, some bad, some happy, some sad, 
some shorter, others longer and yet most 
of the times they seem to intersect and 
overlap and the lines are blurred. Of 
course the whole world has been in a Cal-
ifornia-fall kind of season: one day in the 
low 80s another in the high 90s and it 

feels overwhelming at times.  
 
Seasons are biblical; the book of Ecclesi-
astes reminds us that there is a season for 
everything.  
 
Each one of us is experiencing a different 
season in life, and yet we find ourselves 
coming together in one community, 
around the word of God and we celebrate 
God’s love and abundance in our lives 
every Sunday. We look at the world news, 
and it makes us feel like we are living a 
nice spring compared to some others 
around us. 
 
I thank God for the opportunity to cele-
brate another season with you all, praying 
that this season of sickness and fear will 
be over soon and we can celebrate renew-
al and a fresh start.   
 
Take a deep breath in… sigh it out… God 
is in charge, and everything will ultimate-
ly line up, but in due season. 
 
Salaam, 
Rola 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3%3A1-8&version=ESV

