
From the Pastor  
This past summer, the Stockton Pres-

bytery and Sacramento Presbytery joined to 
become the North Central California Pres-
bytery. This presbytery spans from Turlock 
in the south to Red Bluff in the north. 

Presbytery leadership is busy working 
out all the details that merging two ways of 
doing things involves. One of the most im-
portant things to be done is to recruit and 
develop presbytery committee membership 
so the ministry of the presbytery can pro-
gress unhindered. The presbytery looks to 
its congregations for folks called to this ser-
vice. 

Is this a way you could perhaps serve 
Christ’s church? Through presbytery ser-
vice, you can develop your leadership skills 
and expand your vision of what’s possible. 
You develop relationships that allow you to 
hear different life-giving ways God’s peo-
ple are being the church today. These rela-
tionships also put you in a position to hear 
about opportunities that might be beneficial 
for Westminster.  

What are the possibilities? These op-
portunities require persons who are ruling 
elders, and who are preferably not cur -
rently serving on session: 
Preparation for Ministry—encouraging 
and discerning persons pursuing a call to 

become a Minister of Word and Sacrament. 
Synod Commissioners—participating in 
Synod meetings in May and October, each 
over a couple of weekdays and report back 
to the presbytery (typically written); this is 
a four-year commitment. 
Permanent Judicial Commission—wise 
persons with strong people skills who will 
hear and decide about possible wrongdo-
ing; this is a six-year commitment; two fe-
males are needed—one MWS and one RE; 
training is provided. 

These are open to any members of 
Westminster that have the gifts and pas-
sion for the work of one of these areas of 
responsibility: 
Personnel—Overseeing and empowering 
presbytery staff. 
Nominating Committee—engaging in holy 
conversations with people about their gifts, 
passions & service, thanking people for 
their service. 
Committee on Representation—fostering 
wider inclusion at the leadership level. 

Please contact the presbytery at 
nccpresby.org or the church office for a self
-nomination form. 
 
Your partner in service,   
    Wes 
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Mark 12:38-44 
1 Kings17:8-16  

Unreasonable Demands 
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching 

 

Psalm 16  
1 Samuel 1:4-20 

In Due Time  
Rev. Rola Al Ashkar  

preaching 

Job 18:33-37  
Psalm 93 

A Menacing Chaos 
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching 

 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Who Is That Son of Man?? 
Rev. Rola Al Ashkar  

preaching 

  November Dates 
 

Nov. 1 –All Saints Day Service   
      & Reception  
 

Nov. 7 - Stewardship Sunday, 
      Daylight Savings Ends, 
      Adult Education Class   
       

Nov. 11 - Veterans Day 
        (Office Closed) 
 

Nov. 12  - Youth Ice Skating 
         (Offsite) 
 

Nov. 14 -  Welcoming New   
         Members, Youth Music 
         Fundraiser, Kara Haug 
         Seminar 
 

Nov. 21 - Scottish Sunday  
 

Nov. 25 - Thanksgiving  
                 (Office Closed) 
 

Nov. 26 -  Day After   
         Thanksgiving  
                 (Office Closed) 
 

Nov. 28 - Advent Wreath Party 
  

Nov. 30 - Elica Mobile Medicine  

November Scripture  Readings & Sermon Tit les  

November Concerts  
 
 Nov. 3 - Gabe Becker,  
                  Classical Guitarist 
 

 Nov. 10 - Julie Hochman & Friends, Cellist   
 
 Nov. 17 - Alison Lee, Pianist   
 
 Nov. 24 - “Skin and Bones”, Trombone              
             Quartet & Percussion  

All Saints Day  
Monday, November 1, 2021  

 

There will be an All Saints Day Service on Mon-
day, November 1, 2021, at 6 pm in the Sanctuary. 
During the service, there will be a processional 
of saints where attendees can walk to the front of 
the chancel to display a photo of their loved one 
and light a candle in their memory. The service 
will be livestreamed and the link will be sent out 
in an email blast. After the service, there will be a 
reception in the Narthex. 
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Why inclusive language?? 
 

No language can adequately contain the 
complexity of the divine, and yet it is all 
we have to try to explain God. You’ll re-
member me saying in one of my sermons a 
couple of weeks ago, that the language 
used to describe God in human terms is but 
our projection of what we know best –
ourselves. So the original writers of the 
books of the bible used the language of 
their times to try and capture their percep-
tion of God. Therefore, God appears as a 
“he,” limited by the culture, language, and 
worldview, of the time. For instance, God 
is not only male but also a warrior God in 
the Old Testament, because a warrior God 
was the only legitimate God for a nomad 
people needing to trample other groups to 
survive, and depending on God for that!  
 

However, over the centuries our under-
standing of God has continued to change 
and adapt. And as our image of God and 
the nature of God expands, we also need to 
expand our language for God. For example, 
we understand –and believe- that God is 
neither male, nor female, nor can we pro-
ject on God any of our human attributes, 
but God transcends our human nature.  
 

From this point of view, God could be a fa-
ther or a mother; both are references to 
God’s being the source of all things. Such a 
reading is not disloyal to the bible but hon-
ors the ancient scriptures by asserting their 
relevance even today, in the language of to-
day.  
You will see in many mainline churches to-
day, use of a different language about the 
Trinity, like: "Creator, Redeemer and Sanc-

tifier", "Lover, Beloved, and Love", 
"Source, Servant and Guide", "Creator, 
Liberator and Sustainer", "Creator, Christ 
and Spirit", "Rock, Redeemer, and Friend". 
All of these are attempts to bring the image 
of God closer to the liberation the Good 
News revealed to us teach and present non-
sexist ways to express the same ancient 
truths. 
 

Within those same lines, there are also vari-
ous versions of the Lord's Prayer in inclu-
sive language. Richard D. McCall, former 
Associate Professor of Liturgy and Church 
Music, Episcopal Divinity School, renders 
the Lord's Prayer in this way: 

"Blessed One, our Father and our Mother 
Holy is your name. 
May your love be enacted in the world. 
May your will be done 
On earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread 
And forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For all that we do in your love, 
and all that your love brings to birth, 
and the fullness of love that will be 
are yours, now and forever. Amen." 

Other versions tend to part from the origi-
nal language to interpretations of it. For ex-
ample, here is a version of the prayer from 
New Zealand: 

"Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, 
Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, Fa-
ther and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echoes 

A Word from Rola 
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through the universe! 
The way of your justice is followed by 
the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created 
beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and free-
dom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed 
us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, 
forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strength-
en us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us.  
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For you reign in the glory of the power 
that is love,  
now and forever. Amen." 

Another version reads: 
"Our Father, Mother, who are in the 
world and surpass the world, 
Blessed be your presence, 
in us, in animals and flowers, in still air 
and wind. 
May justice and peace dwell among us, 
as you come to us. 
Your will be our will; 
You will that we be sisters and brothers,  
as bread is bread, water is itself, 

For our hunger, for quenching of thirst. 
Forgive us. 
We walk crookedly in the world, 
are perverse, and fail of our promise. But 
we would be human, 
if only you consent to stir up our hearts. 
Amen." 
 

Friends, times are changing and the church 
needs to not only follow but be a pioneer of 
change in society. All of these are sugges-
tions, whether we use them or not, I would 
like to see us at Westminster change our li-
turgical language to be more inclusive 
when referring to God, especially in the 
Lord’s Prayer.  
 
What do you think?? I would love to hear 
from you! We will have an Adult Education 
Class on Nov 7th at 10 am in the Club 
Room to hear your thoughts on this mat-
ter.  
 
You can always send your thoughts, en-
dorsement, or suggestions to me at:  
outreach@westminsac.org.  
 
Salaam, 
Rola 

Daylight Savings 

Ends: 

November 7, 2021 

at 2am 

Don’t Forget To 

Fall Back! 

Stewardship Sunday 
November 7, 2021  

 
At either coffee hour we will have spe-
cial treats and goodies that are provided 
by the Stewardship Committee. 
 
 If you haven’t sent 
your Pledge card in, 
please bring it with 
you! 

mailto:outreach@westminsac.org
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Friday, November 12, 2021 
5:30 pm -7:30 pm 

 
Be one of the first people in town to hit 
the Downtown Ice Skating Rink this sea-
son. We have reserved tickets for ten peo-
ple, but we can get more if we know in 
advance. The cost is $12.00 per person 
and includes skate rental. Youth grades 6-
12 let Betsy know before November 4 if 
you are coming. youth@westminsac.org 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 
3 pm – 4:30 pm 

 
A special autumn afternoon: We invite 
you to join mezzo-soprano Solmaaz 
Adeli & Friends in the courtyard for an 
afternoon of wine and music from the 
Renaissance to today. She recently es-
tablished Sacramento as the base of her 
international performance career and 
Voice Academy SOL.  Ms. Adeli enjoys 
hosting musical programs that span all 
repertoire and feature compositions of 
living composers. Donations will help 
fund youth service trips in the summer 
of 2022. Childcare will be provid-
ed. Although a reservation is not re-
quired, if you could let the church office 
know that you plan to attend, it would 
greatly assist us in planning.  

Sunday, November 14, 2021 
 5 pm - 7 pm 

 
At 5 pm in the Jackson Room, Kara 
Haug will lead a session for parents on 
“How to Talk to Your Kids About Sex.” 
Kara is a mom herself who has a degree 
in theology and holds a certification in 
sexual health and education. You can 
learn more about her on her website: 
graceunbound.com.   
 
Adults who care for kids of any age are 
welcome, and we will provide childcare 
and refreshments.  

Sunday, November 28, 2021 
10 am 

 
On the first Sunday of Advent, create 
your own wreath with seasonal greenery 
that will last until Christmas Day. Any-
one is welcome to join us, no matter your 
age! Let Betsy know if you want to re-
serve a wreath or if you can contribute 
fresh evergreen cuttings. Thanks in ad-
vance to Elizabeth Ware for promising 
some holly! 

mailto:youth@westminsac.org
https://websitesmail.att.com/
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At the conclusion of the Christian year, the 
church gives thanks and praise for sover-
eignty of Christ, who is Lord of all creation 
and is coming again in glory to reign (see 
Revelation 1:4-8). 
This festival was established in 1925 by de-
cree of Pope Pius XI. Originally it took 
place on the last Sunday in October, just 
prior to All Saints’ Day. Now it is celebrat-
ed on the last Sunday of the Christian year, 
a week before the season of Advent begins. 
The festival of Christ the King (or Reign of 
Christ) ends our marking of Ordinary Time 
after the Day of Pentecost, and moves us to 
the threshold of Advent, the season of hope 
for Christ’s coming again at the end of 
time. 
The day centers on the crucified and risen 
Christ, whom God exalted to rule over the 
whole universe. The celebration of the lord-
ship of Christ thus looks back to Ascension, 
Easter, and Transfiguration, and points 
ahead to the appearing in glory of the King 

of kings and Lord of lords. Christ reigns su-
preme. Christ’s truth judges falsehood. As 
the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, Christ is the center of the universe, 
the ruler of all history, the judge of all peo-
ple. In Christ all things began, and in Christ 
all things will be fulfilled. In the end, 
Christ will triumph over the forces of evil. 
Such concepts as these cluster around the 
affirmation that Christ is King or Christ 
reigns! As sovereign ruler, Christ calls us to 
a loyalty that transcends every earthly 
claim on the human heart. To Christ alone 
belongs the supreme allegiance in our lives. 
Christ calls us to stand with those who in 
every age confessed, “Jesus Christ is 
Lord!” In every generation, demagogues 
emerge to claim an allegiance that belongs 
only to God. But Christ alone has the right 
to claim our highest loyalty. The blood of 
martyrs, past and present, witnesses to this 
truth. 

Sunday, November 21, 2021 
Christ is King/ Reign of Christ 

from PC USA Presbyterian Mission Agency 

Welcoming New Members 
Sunday, November 14, 2021  

 

On November 14, 2021, during the regular morning services (9 am or 11 am), new 
members will be presented to the congregation.   

Sunday, November 21, 2021 
Scottish Sunday  

 
Brush off your tartan or plaid and get 
ready to enjoy the Presbyterian Church’s 
Scottish heritage!  
 
We will have a bagpiper to add a Scottish 
toinneamh (twist) to Sunday’s services! 
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 May I Interest You In Some 
Tartan History? 

from Sir Walter Scott & the Tartan Craze, published in 
Handwoven 

 

Sir Walter Scott (1771–1832) was a Scot-
tish advocate (lawyer) who made a name 
for himself collecting poetry and folklore 
from the Borderlands region of southern 
Scotland and northern England. In 1814, he 
anonymously published a novel called Wa-
verley. Influenced by Scott's idealistic, ro-
mantic notions of fealty and the past—
notions completely in line with Romanti-
cism's themes—Waverley told the story of 
the 1745 Jacobite rebellion. Although the 
inhabitants of England greatly feared Bon-
nie Prince Charlie's invasion at the time, 
they found the novel utterly bewitching 
sixty years later. 
Scott also popularized the invented tradi-
tion of clan tartans, or patterns specific to a 
particular chieftain's family in Scotland. He 
erroneously thought that leading families 
laid claim to unique color and stripe com-
binations, called a sett, just as English lords 
had created family coats of arms. (In fact, 
Scottish weavers chose colors based on lo-
cally available dyestuffs—or more expen-

sive imports such as indigo and cochineal 
for the rare customer who could afford 
them—and created their own setts.) The 
thought is Scott was referencing what he 
knew: regimental uniforms for Scottish 
battalions such as the Black Watch. But 
who could resist the romantic notion of 
clan tartans? Certainly not Scott or his 
English readers! They completely aban-
doned attitudes from the mid-eighteenth 
century, when acts of Parliament attempted 
to forbid traditional Scottish clothing. Soon 
after Waverley became famous, a commis-
sion in London created an official register 
of clan tartans and asked Highland chiefs 
to send in the pattern unique to their clan. 
After nearly a century of bad press, clan 
leaders were more than happy to comply 
with this new perception of themselves and 
their culture as heroic, and many sent in 
samples of whatever they had in the attic. 
Other clan tartans came from fabric manu-
facturers such as Wilson & Son of Ban-
nockburn, who more or less invented de-
signs for customers who read Scott's novels 
and then requested a pattern of their own. 
Tartan registries continued throughout the 
nineteenth century. 

Elica Health Center Mobile Unit 
Tuesday, November 30, 2021  

 
Westminster is proud to announce our continuing partner-
ship with Elica to help care for our community! Elica’s 
healthcare mobile unit will be stationed in the parking lot 
once a month, with plan being to have Elica here on the 
last Monday of every month with the exception of No-
vember.   
 
Thank you to Elica Health Center for all the good work 
they do!  
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Happy Holidays with Equal Exchange 
 

Starting this month, PWOW’s monthly sale of Equal Exchange items returns in person 
after both morning services!   Maryann Hopson and I are excited to once again offer our 
fair trade coffee (regular and decaf), tea (regular and herbal), chocolate bars and semi-
sweet chips (both eating and baking) and olive oil.  Hot cocoa is a favorite during cold 
weather too, and we have replenished our supply just in time!  The prices remain below 
retail, and in fact we are offering many slightly dated items for sale at a reduced price 
($1 off regular price).  We also want to remind you that we can special order a larger 
number of items in case you’d like to gift friends, neighbors, and/or coworkers  with 
bags of coffee, boxes of tea, or bars of chocolate.  Be sure and stop by our sales table on 
November 14.  We would love to see you again!  If you have any questions, please con-
tact Lynne Stevenson at (LStevenson249@gmail.com ) or Maryann Hopson at 
(maryann.hopson@gmail.com).  -  Lynne Stevenson   

 

Office use only 
 

Amount received ____________ 
 

Cash/Check #____________________ 

 
 
 
 

Please return by December 5, 2021  

 
Once again, the church will be 
adorned with poinsettias this Christ-
mas season. We invite you to sponsor 
a plant (or even a few) in honor of 
friends and loved ones.  
All honorees will be included in a spe-
cial listing.  

Cost: $15/plant  
(proceeds in excess cost of plant 

will go to the Homeless Ministry) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Name:  
            _____________________________ 
 
Phone/e-mail:  
 
 _____________________________ 
 
          _____________________________ 
 
In honor of: 
 
 _____________________________ 
 
         _____________________________ 
 or  
 
In memory of: 
 
 ____________________________ 
 
         _____________________________ 

mailto:LStevenson249@gmail.com
mailto:maryann.hopson@gmail.com
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Mission Support Grants  
 

Are you thinking of planning a mission trip, conference,  or special event? Do you 
need funding? The Presbytery of North Central California has grant opportunities that 
you can take advantage of.  
 
While grant applications are considered year-round, the due date for Mission Support 
to receive applications for 2022 is January 15 applicable to the following special cas-
es: 
 
a) For all events (mission trips, conferences, etc.) (1) whose dates were made available 

by December 3; and (2) those planned by a church or presbytery group but specific 
dates are not finalized.  

b) Applications for special project, hunger alleviation, or trips/events for churches/
NCWs that received mission grant funding by Sacramento or Stockton presbyteries 
in any of the past three years. 

 
The Presbytery’s website, at this time, is unable to upload the necessary Handbook 
and forms for the grants. They will be available on the homepage of our website, 
www.westminsac.org. 
  

North Central California Presbytery 
Hiring  

Communications and Technology Manager 
 

Duties Include: 
Data and Web Management. 

Newsletter and Meeting Preparation. 
Basic Knowledge of Microsoft, Excel, Shelby, Constant Contact, Google,  

and/or other congregational software. 
Productive interaction with Presbytery Staff and Committee Chairs. 

~~~~~~~~ 
 

Full Time, 40 Hours per Week with benefits. $25 Per Hour. 
Sacramento Headquarters 

 
Send resumes to:   Peg Vanderkar <dpvanderkar@comcast.net>  


