November is the season of thanksgiving, and one of our many blessings here at Westminster is our dedicated, talented staff. We especially give thanks to God this month
for an addition to our staff. On November 1, we welcome Alex Vaiz as our part-time
Communications Coordinator. He will be responsible for creating and managing communication for the church, including the monthly newsletter, email blasts, our social
media accounts, and website.
Alex has experience in local radio communications, pastoring, and serving on staff in
Spanish and English-speaking congregations. He is currently enrolled at UC Davis,
majoring in communications. You will have an opportunity to meet Alex in one of the
upcoming worship services.
Along with giving thanks to God for the addition of Alex, we also are filled with gratitude for our church secretary, Samantha Jones, and the other office staff who have handled our communications after our previous Communications Coordinator moved out
of the area a number of years ago. It’s taken us a while to fill this position again, and
these faithful folks have done a wonderful job in the interim.
I hope that as I am calling to mind the Westminster staff for whom I am thankful, you
also are counting your blessings in this season of thanksgiving.
With much gratitude,
Wes
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1 Thessalonians 5:12-18

Haggai 1:15b-2:9
That Looks Like a Lot of Work
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching
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November at a Glance
Nov. 2 - Hannah Circle
Nov. 5 - Habitat for Humanity
Dedication Ceremony
Nov. 6 - Communion Sunday
- Daylight Savings Ends
- Stewardship Brunch at 10 am
- Confirmation Class
- Fiber
- Esther/Ruth
Nov. 11 - Veterans Day
(Office Closed)
Nov. 12 - Chancel Choir Retreat

Isaiah 65:17-25
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Keep Away From Idleness
Rev. Rola Al Ashkar preaching

Nov. 13 - Healing Sunday
- Equal Exchange Sale
- Adult Education Class continues
- Last Confirmation Class
- Fiber
Nov. 14 - Mary/Martha Circle

Luke 23:33-43
Psalm 46
A Moment’s Stillness
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching

Nov. 20 - Christ is King Sunday
- Adult Education Class continues
- RSVP concert
Nov. 24 -Thanksgiving
(Office Closed)
Nov. 25 - Office Closed

Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
Sacred Time
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching

Nov. 27 - 1st Sunday of Advent
- Last Adult Education Class
- Advent Decorating at 10 am &
Noon
- Advent Wreath Party at 10 am
- Fiber
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Nov. 2 - The PaCaRe Trio:
Paolo Reyes, violin;
Carrie Miller, cello;
Renee Harris, piano
All Church Retreat
Nov. 9 - MôD Artists:
Maquette Kuper, flute;
Deborah Pittman, clarinet;
I-Hui Chen, piano

Nov. 16 - Nostalgic Swing Band
Nov. 23 - Vocal Art Ensemble
Nov. 30 - Aden Barbuta, harp;
Andrew Barbuta, guitar

Draw the Circle Wide
Generations of Presbyterians have met in circles to support one another, engage in mission activities, and study the Bible. Westminster’s three active circles would love to
share that fellowship with everyone. If interested, please feel free to attend a meeting
or if you would like more information, please call the church office at 916-442-8939
and we can put you in touch with a Circle moderator.

Hannah

11/2/22

6:30 pm

Jackson Room

Esther/Ruth

11/6/22

12:30 pm

Club Room

Mary/Martha

11/14/22

1:30 pm

Sierra Room

Habitat for Humanity
Dedication Ceremony

Saturday, November 5, 2022 at 10 am

Daylight Savings Ends
Sunday, November 6, 2022

Remember to turn your clocks back one
On Saturday November 5, 2022 Habitat hour!
for Humanity will have a dedication ceremony for the final 5 homes in their 13
home community, Mandolin Estates.
Westminster members worked on 3 of
those homes during past building events.
Come celebrate the completion of a community at 10 am on November 5 at Mandola Court, Sacramento, CA 95828!
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Stewardship Campaign
Sunday, November 6, 2022

Stewardship Brunch

Sunday, November 6, 2022 at 10 am

As we approach November 6, 2022,
Stewardship Sunday, we ask everyone to
turn in pledges for 2023 if they have not
already. Getting these pledges in on time
help us determine our spending plan for
next year.

We will celebrate Stewardship Sunday on
November 6, with a light meal at 10 am in
the Social Hall, provided by Randa Cody.
Please join us!

November Office Closures

Planning a Gathering at
Westminster?

November 11
In observance of Veteran’s Day.
&
November 24 & 25
In observance of Thanksgiving.

If so, we kindly remind our ministry teams,
members, and friends, to please give 45 to
30-day advance notice to the Church Office
for a Room Use Request. There will be
more in-person gatherings than in the past
year and we want to make sure that each
event is suitably accommodated and
staffed. Happy planning!

Advent Choral Retreat

Saturday, November 12, from 9 am-2 pm
If you would like to add your voice to the
choir for the Advent Choral Celebration on
December 18, 2022 during the 11 am service, please join us at Westminster for fellowship, a potluck lunch, and to dig into
the music. Please note that, so everyone
feels comfortable with the songs, we would
like all choir participants to attend all rehearsals following November 12:
 November 17
 December 1
 December 8
 December 15

Please RSVP using the QR code. The code
will take you to a Google form to fill out.
Your RSVP helps to ensure that
our ensemble is balanced, and that we have
enough scores for everyone.
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Holiday Gifts with Equal Exchange
Thinking about giving homemade treats as gifts for the holidays this year? Well, PWOW
has just what you need! Bags of our delicious semi-sweet chocolate chips are available
for sale again for only $4.50/bag or $8.00/2 bags. Everyone loves homemade cookies and
brownies, or you can even add them to pumpkin or banana bread! Our yummy chocolate
bars also make cute stocking stuffers for children (see craft idea below), or gifts for special friends and neighbors. Thank you for your continuing support of this important ministry that benefits the lives of small rural farmers around the world. Hope to see you on
Sunday, November 13! ~ Lynne & Maryann

Snowman Chocolate Bars
MATERIALS
 White paper
 Colored construction paper
 Colored pencils
 Tape
 Ribbon or yarn
 Glue
 Equal Exchange chocolate bars
DIRECTIONS
1. Lay a chocolate bar face down on a white sheet of paper.
2. Fold the paper to wrap the bar snugly as you would a gift and tape closed.
3. Cut triangles of red paper the width of the chocolate bar, then glue white paper circles to the tops of the triangles to make hats for your snowmen.
4. Glue the hats to the top part of the wrapped chocolate bar.
5. On the front of the chocolate bar, draw circles for eyes, a mouth and buttons using
colored pencil.
6. Glue an orange triangle for a carrot nose.
7. Wrap twine or ribbon around the bar for your snowman’s scarf.
8. Write the type of chocolate bar inside on the back or use color coded ribbon to easily
tell them apart!
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Youth on Sunday
Mornings
Seven youth in grades 6-12 are exploring our Presbyterian heritage with Wes
and Betsy in a series of Confirmation
classes this fall. The confirmation classes will conclude this month with sessions that consider “Engaging the
World in Witness and Protest” and
“What does God call you to be and to
do?” Youth will meet November 6th and
13th at 10 am in the Jackson Room.
After the 11 am service on Confirmation class days, Westminster Baristas
will serve espresso coffee to the congregation, and on the 4th Sunday of
each month, youth will serve as ushers.

Help our Sunday School
give out HUGS!
As the weather gets cooler, the Respite Center would like to distribute these items:

Handwarmers – disposable, air-activated,

single-use items that you
would take to a football
game
Underwear - adult sizes for men & women,
new
Gloves – water-proof, adult sizes
Socks – adult sizes, thick cotton or wool
You can leave them in the yellow box outside
of the Cameron Room.

Youth Game Night

Friday, November 18, 2022
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
We will have our third Presbytery-wide
Youth Game Night on November 18th at
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 1500 Park
Blvd., West Sacramento, CA, 95691.
Contact Betsy@westminsac.org with
questions or to RSVP.

Thanks to Hazel
Hazel Reese has fond memories of playing
outside when she came to Westminster’s
Sunday School as a toddler. The play area
outside the nursery had sat unused during
the lock-down, and Hazel recognized that it
needed attention. Many thanks to Hazel and
her mother Mary Catherine for power washing the outdoor nursery play area for our
current toddler crew!
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RSVP Concert

Get in the Holiday Spirit
by Decorating:

Sunday, November 20, 2022
3:30pm in the Sanctuary

First Sunday of Advent, November 27!

Due to the pandemic, RSVP was
never able to celebrate their 20th anniversary. To make up for it, RSVP
will be celebrating their 22th anniversary with some of their “best of” all
time favorites! Tickets are free.

Westminster’s Decorating Party begins after
each service on Sunday, November 27. You are
invited to help transform our worship spaces!
And the more volunteers mean more fun!
Bring your family and your friends to help put
up the Advent Decorations!
For the first time in two years, the Social Hall
and the Sanctuary will be decorated!
Decorating Times:
After the 1st service in Social Hall – 10 am
After the 2nd service in the Sanctuary – 12 pm
See you there!

Intergenerational
Advent Wreaths

Sunday, November 27, 2022
at 10 am
On the first Sunday of Advent, create
your own wreath with seasonal greenery that will last until Christmas Day!
Let Betsy (betsy@westminsac.org)
know if you can contribute fresh evergreen cuttings. Join us at 10 am in the
Jackson Room!

Your Worship Ministry Team

November 2022
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Advent Season is Upon Us!
This year’s Advent theme is about reflection. As religious folk, it is imperative that we
grapple with our incarnational faith and what it calls us to be and do. Advent and Christmas is as good a time as any to talk about incarnation. Richard Rohr’s book, The Universal Christ, and its companion book of reflections, Every Thing is Sacred, invites us to
imagine that indeed, every thing, every one, every encounter, is pregnant with the sacred. Not in a “where is God in this?” notion, but in a much more radical “Christ is here
and permeating and radiating from everywhere” kind of way. Rohr calls this the “Christ
Mystery” or “Christ Mirror” and, as the Gospel of John says, it was there “from the beginning.” Rohr’s question to us is this: “What if Christ is another name for everything–
in its fullness?” Fullness. Pregnant. Always birthing in and through all of us.
As Advent starts on Sunday, November 27, 2022, here is taste of what the advent season
will bring us this year. We will have the rest of the synopsis for Advent in the December
newsletter.
“The Word became flesh and made a home among us.”
John 1: 1-14 (CEB)
The Christmas season is a time when the juxtaposition of the sacred and secular feels
sometimes blatantly opposed, and sometimes quite blurred. The word “sacred” points to
something dedicated as “holy” and “set apart.” This year, you are invited to a spiritual
journey of seeing ALL things pregnant with the Holy. What could our experience of the
Advent and Christmas season be like if we lived it imagining that everything is reflecting the sacred?
Advent One – Sacred Time (Hope)
“… you know what time it is. The hour has already come for you to wake up from your
sleep… the night is far gone, the day is near.” - Romans 13: 11-14
“Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” - Matthew 24: 36-44
The busy-ness of the holiday season can overrun the sense of the sacred. The irony is
that setting apart time for connection with the sacred gets pushed aside in order to create
the trappings of what is supposed to be the season of celebrating the incarnation of the
Holy! We will begin our Advent journey toward Christmas by emphasizing the gift of
being awake to the “now”… the gift of sacred time with God, with each other, and with
those in need of hope.
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The Refugee Backpack Drive
Was A Success!

who contributed! As refugee children are
continuing to arrive with their families
from Afghanistan and Ukraine these backOn October 7,the Refugee Ministry deliv- packs will be ready for them once they setered the last of the backpacks collected and tle and start school.
packed with school supplies to the InternaStay tuned for the next drive for Welcome
tional Rescue Committee. A total of 36
kits for refugee families that will ask for
backpacks full of supplies were delivered
of which 15 were for middle school and 21 items to set up a household.
were for elementary school children! Although the total contributions are not final Refugee Ministry Team:
we estimate that approximately $2,500.00 Patty Bonnstetter, Patty Fairbanks, Dia Utin monetary and in kind donations were re- terback, Jo Gusman and Mark Swanson
ceived during the drive. Thank you to all
Name:
_____________________________
Phone/e-mail:

Please return by December 4, 2022

_____________________________

_____________________________
Once again, the church will be
adorned with poinsettias this ChristIn honor of:
mas season. We invite you to sponsor
a plant (or even a few) in honor of
_____________________________
friends and loved ones. All honorees
_____________________________
will be included in a special listing.
or

Cost: $15/plant
(proceeds in excess cost of plant
will go to the Deacon’s Ministry)

In memory of:
____________________________
_____________________________

Office use only
Amount received ____________
Cash/Check #____________________

WESTMINSTER
Presbyterian Church

1300 N Street,
Sacramento CA 95814
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org

N o v e m b e r, 2 0 2 2
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
(916) 442-8939
www.westminsac.org
Samantha Jones - editor
secretary@westminsac.org

Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following Christ’s example by
supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and promoting peace and justice.

Christmas Fundraiser Campaign
Saturday, December 17, 2022 at 2 pm

Please join us December 17, 2022 at 2pm for our Christmas fundraiser concert supporting the Presbyterian Giving Catalogue.
Solmaaz Adeli & Friends will host a festive concert featuring Danielle & Micah Naler
on piano, violin, and cello - together they will perform holiday music with Solmaaz we look forward to seeing many of you there, the more, the merrier!

