
Adult Education Class:  
Advent Devotional  

 
Please join us on Sundays at 10 am 
in the Club Room to discuss the Ad-
vent devotional as we go through 
the Christmas season! 

 
As we journey through Advent toward the joy of Christmas, we worship together in our 
beautifully-decorated Sanctuary, spend celebratory time with family and friends and look 
for miracles in our world and in our lives. It is a profoundly meaningful time of year. 
 
Behind the scenes at the church though, leaders are using their gifts to plan for these 
events that bring us together as the family of faith, as well as working on administrative 
tasks that must take place at the end of the year, like adopting budgets and discerning 
leadership going forward into the new year which follows close on the heels of Christ-
mas. 
 
As part of that process, there will be a Special Congregational Meeting to elect new of-
ficers after each worship service on Sunday, December 12. I hope you join us for the 
meeting and enjoy reading a little about the folks who will be installed as deacons and 
elders next year in this newsletter.  
                                                                                                                                              
  Advent blessings, 
                                                                                                                                              

                  Wes 

Order Poinsettias 
Order form due by Sunday, December 5 

 
We invite you to sponsor a plant (or even a few) 
in honor of friends and loved ones. All honorees 
will be included in a special listing. Please stop by 
the Flowers bulletin board or the office to pick up 
an order form. Cost: $15/plant  
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Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 3:1-6 

A Popular Repentance  
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching 

 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Luke 3:7-18 

Good News?? 
Rev. Rola Al Ashkar preaching 

 

Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:47-55 

The One of Peace  
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching 

 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

Misunderstandings  
Rev. Wes Nordman preaching 

  December Dates 
 

Dec. 3 - Parent’s Night Out 
 

Dec. 5 -  Poinsettia Order Deadline 
 

Dec. 10 - RSVP Concer t 
 

Dec. 11 - Master Singers Concer t 
 

Dec. 12 -  Special Congregational Meeting 
 

Dec. 12 -  Equal Exchange Sunday 
 

Dec. 15 - Lebanese Night  
 

Dec. 19 - January Newsletter  Deadline 
 

Dec. 19 - Caroling at 7 pm 
 

Dec. 24 -  Christmas Eve Service at 6 pm 
 

Dec. 27 - Office Closed 
 

 Dec. 31 - New Years Eve 
      Office Closed  

December Scripture  Readings & Sermon Tit les  

Equal Exchange  

2nd Sunday of every month 
 
  

The Equal Exchange table is back! 
There will be fair traded items for pur-
chase including coffee, tea chocolate 
bars, olive oil, and for these cold 
months, hot chocolate! By purchasing 
these items, you are helping to create 
trade partnerships that are economical-
ly just, environmentally sound, and 
foster mutually beneficial relationships 
between small, rural farmers and con-
sumers.  
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Dec. 1 - SwingMasters Swing Band 
 
Dec. 8 - Camellia City Flute Choir  
 
Dec. 15 - Chanteuses Vocal Ensemble, 
        Bill Zinn, director  
 
Dec. 22 - Joy to the World!  
        Handbells, Woodwinds,                             
        Piano, Organ  

The American River College Concert Choir  
presents Winter's Reach 

December 7, 10:30 am 
 
Access the livestream at:https://linktr.ee/arcmusicdepartment. 
 
The ARC Concert Choir will sing, students will share original poetry and their own 
stories of struggle, surviving, and thriving. You will learn how ARC promotes student 
well-being and how you can support those efforts. This concert will encourage stu-
dents in need of support to reach out for hope and help. We'll wrap up the program 
with a special finale number, Jing Jingle Bells sung with members of the ARC Instru-
mental Jazz Ensemble. For more information, contact Lee Hoffman, Director of the 
ARC Concert Choir at hoffmal@arc.losrios.edu. 

Reconciliation Singers  
Voices of Peace 
December 10, 7:30 pm 

 
All concerts are free (no ticket need-
ed).  All donations will support Lend a 
Heart Lend a Hand 
 

Lend a Heart Lend a Hand provides the 
Sacramento area with animal-assisted 
teams to be used in therapeutic settings.  

Sacramento Master  
Singers 

December 11, 3:00 pm 
 

This fun-filled, 80-minute, non-stop 
holiday program features audience fa-
vorites and brand-new settings of 
timeless carols! Luxuriate in the har-
monies of Ivo Antognini’s Puer Natus 
Est Nobis and Eric Whitacre’s Lux No-
va. Enjoy gorgeous settings of beloved 
holiday pieces—Molly Ijames’ Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas and 
Pentatonix’s Mary Did You Know? We 
will raise the hand chimes and ring in 
the holiday season!  

TubaChristmas 
December 4, 3:00 pm 

Rusch Park Auditorium 
 7801 Auburn Blvd. Citrus Heights 

 
Join us as we celebrate 41 years of Tu-
bachristmas! Directed by the legendary 
Steve Iwata, with guest conductors Travis 
Maslen & Kody Tickner, and sponsored by 
the Citrus Heights Community Marching 
Band! Portia Njoku, our A/V tech, will be a 
part of this wonderful Christmas concert. 

https://linktr.ee/arcmusicdepartment
mailto:hoffmal@arc.losrios.edu
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Parents’ Night Out  
December 3, 2021 6:00 pm -8:30 pm 

 
We will have some holiday fun while par-
ents have a date night, do some Christmas 
shopping, or just take a nap. Join us at 
church for dinner, Christmas crafts, and 
holiday activities including “A Charlie 
Brown Christmas.”  

 
RSVP to youth@westminsac.org 

Christmas Eve Pageant 
 

This year children and youth can participate in a Christmas Eve pageant with as little 
fuss as possible. Come to the Cameron Room at 5:30 
pm and pick out angel garb, sheep ears or a shepherd’s 
cloak. During the service, when we get to your part of 
the Christmas story, you will come up to the manger to 
see Baby Jesus. If you know whether you want to be a 
shepherd, a sheep or an angel, let Betsy know so she 
can have enough costumes. We are also looking for 
adult volunteers to help guide the various groups dur-
ing the service and older youth to serve as acolytes. 
youth@westminsac.org. 

Sunday School 
 

We are making the last of our Jesse 
Tree ornaments during the month of 
December as we hear the stories of 
Christmas. 

Carol Singing 
 

Join us for caroling on December 19 at 7 
pm. If you would like to carpool please 
meet at Westminster’s parking lot by 
6:30 pm.  All ages are welcome to join 
us. More details to follow. 

mailto:youth@westminsac.org
mailto:youth@westminsac.org
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A Word from Rola 

Western Service Workers Association Donation Drive  
 

WSWA is an organization that offers services to low-income families in Sacramento. 
They are organizing a Holiday Campaign, providing Thanksgiving and Christmas 
meals, as well as toys and gifts for parents to give to their children with dignity. Since 
the teenage group is often forgotten, Westminster would like to especially focus on 
items for teenage boys and girls (socks, jackets, sweaters, etc.). We will have boxes in 
the pews outside the office for you to easily drop off your donations. The last day for 
donations is Thursday, December 16, 2021.   Thanks for your generosity. 

Lebanese Night 
 

Ministry Assistant Rola would like to host a Lebanese night on Wednesday, December 
15, 2021 from 5 pm - 7 pm in the Social Hall. 
 

Mark your calendars; you do not want to miss the delicious homemade Lebanese food, 
the Lebanese folk dance “dabke” tutorial, and if we’re lucky, some Arabic music by 
Rola’s father! There will also be an informa-
tive presentation about the current situation in 
Lebanon with a Q & A session 
  
We need volunteers to set up, clean up and 
help Rola and her mom with the food prep. 
Please contact the office if you wish to lend 
us some help. 
  

Rola is looking forward to presenting her cul-
ture and introducing her parents to the church. 

The Giving Tree 
 

The Giving Tree is up! This year’s recipient organization is Western Service Workers 
Association, which supports low-wage workers and their families.  
The tree will be covered in tags that include the age and gender of the recipient. Please 
choose a tag (or 2 or 3!), buy a gift for that child, then return it to the church UN-
WRAPPED with the Giving Tree tag attached by Sunday, December 12, 2021. 
Please note that bringing unwrapped gifts is new this year, since Western Service will 
be distributing the gifts directly to the parents to gift to their children on Christmas. 
This provides a level of dignity and tradition to these struggling families. 
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New Officers  

ELDERS 
 
Robert Anderson 
Robert has been a member of Westminster 
since 2018. He is excited to take on this 
new role as he hopes to gain greater 
awareness of belonging to a larger com-
munity. Robert loves to walk, read, work 
on his garden railroad, and researching 
his ancestors to find out more about where 
he comes from!  
 
Christy Foster 
Christy has been a member of Westminster 
for 3 years. She is excited to take on this 
new position as she loves the church and 
the people here.  In her spare time, she en-
joys writing, travelling, and creating art. 
She hopes to help the church grow as part 
of her ministry. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

DEACONS 
 
Patty Fairbanks 
Patty has been attending Westminster since 
2011. She has served as a Deacon before 
and is happy to be rejoining. Patty loves to 
read, babysit her grandchildren, bake, and 
travel. She is hoping to broaden the con-
cept of “congregational care” with her 
ministry.  
 
Alice Ginosar 
Alice has been a member since 2003, 
though she has sung in the choir since 
1988. She loves walking with her husband 
and has recently bought a used bike that 
she enjoys riding around the neighbor-
hood. Alice is honored to be asked to serve 
and sees this position as her time to serve 
her community! 
 
Gordon Zerkel 
Gordon has been a member of Westminster 
since 2012 He is excited about the oppor-
tunity as he considers being a deacon to be 
a “higher” calling! He has been a ruling 
elder for 50 years and a deacon 20+ 
years. He enjoys singing in the choir, help-
ing the church through his part in the vol-
unteer maintenance crew, and attending 
arts & crafts fairs and concerts with his 
wife, Meg. He hopes that with the training 
and experience he has received that he will 
still have much to contribute in service to 
our community.  
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New 
Members 

Linda Drake is from Park Place and when she isn' t car ing for  her grandchildren, 
Linda loves to work on crossword puzzles and volunteer with Meals on Wheels.  
 
Kimela Hilleary is a project manager. As a musician, she loves to play the piano 
and percussion. She enjoys gardening and canning. She has dogs and two adult children 
along with a great-niece that she is raising.    
 
Myra Johnson is a retired social worker. She has always been interested in religion 
and has made a long “pilgrimage” of finding a religion that speaks to her and a church 
family to be a part of. 
 
Rose Sisco is  retired. She loves kara-
oke and dancing and finds great joy in 
being surrounded by her friends and 
family.  
 
Solmaaz Rowan is a classical singer. 
She and her husband, Weston, have two 
children together, Cyrus and Darya.  

Christmas Carols 
 

Chancel & Bell  
Choirs 

Children’s Message 
 

Childcare 



D e c e m b e r,  2 0 2 1   
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
(916) 442-8939 
www.westminsac.org 
 
Samantha Jones - editor 
secretary@westminsac.org 

Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following Christ’s example by 

supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and promoting peace and justice. 

   

1300 N Street, Sacramento CA  95814 
916-442-8939 
www.westminsac.org 

W ESTMINSTER 
Presbyterian Church 

https://www.westminsac.org/
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