
 
 
Mar. 29 - Monday of Holy Week 
Pastor Wes and Ministry Assistant Rola will offer daily noontime meditations on 
Facebook live Monday through Thursday of Holy Week. These brief meditations, 
which will focus on the last week of Jesus’ life, will then be found on our 
YouTube channel later the same day.  
 
Apr. 2 - Good Friday 
A Tenebrae service will begin at noon in the Sanctuary. With the altar stripped 
and cross veiled in black, we will extinguish a candle after each reading until we 
depart in darkness. The Sanctuary will remain open until 3 pm for individual 
worship and reflection. 
 

Apr. 4 - Easter Sunday 
We are collecting reservations for Easter Sunday! We are only allowing 150 per-
sons at each of the 9 am and 11 am services. Follow this link to register and read 
our guidelines:https://www.westminsac.org/post/sign-easter-worship-service 

 

https://www.westminsac.org/post/sign-easter-worship-service?fbclid=IwAR3i-jRxL7WlKk16DvueLhDKEdh0ZQ3uDPyJN3O8rxXwImlv3fb8XitgjTQ
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Apri l  scr ipture  readings,  sermon t i t les  & themes  

April 4 
Easter Sunday 
Isaiah 25:6-9, 
Mark 16:1-8 

Don’t Be Alarmed 
 
 

April 11 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 133,  
1 John 1:1-4 

John 10:19-31 
Touch Me, Heal Me 

 

April 18  
3rd Sunday of Easter 

Acts 3:12-19 
Luke 24:36b-49 

Jesus Himself Stood Among Them  
 
 

April 25 
4th Sunday  of Easter  

Psalm 23 
John 10:11-16 
Rola Al Ashkar  

preaching 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing  
By Mark Swanson  

 
 On Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021, Westminster will collect gifts for One Great 
Hour of Sharing, which is the first special offering of 2021.  For more than 70 years 
One Great Hour of Sharing has provided Presbyterians a way to share God’s love 
with our neighbors in need around the world.    In a world of disaster, hunger, and op-
pression millions of people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean water, sani-
tation, education, and opportunity.  The three programs supported by One Great Hour 
of Sharing are Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

Adult Education Class 
Wednesday April 7 - April 28  

 

 
Steve McGough will lead a 4-week discus-
sion on Zoom about the Scripture passages 
that will be read in the worship services fol-
lowing Easter.  All of the passages are drawn 
from the Revised Common Lectionary, using 
the Gospel of John as the primary Gospel 
text.  In these passages, Jesus appears to his 
disciples after the Resurrection and is re-
vealed as The Word of Life, the Good Shep-
herd, and The True Vine. 
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and Self-Development of People.  All three programs work in different ways to serve in-
dividuals and communities in need.  From initial disaster response to ongoing communi-
ty development, all three missions fit together to provide people in need with safety, sus-
tenance, and hope. 
 
 Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing supports efforts to relieve hunger through 
the Presbyterian Hunger Program(PHP), promote development through the Presbyterian 
Committee on the Self-Development of People(SDOP), and assist in areas of disaster 
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance(PDA).  Consider some of the following statis-
tics:  

 $4.1 million granted by PDA in the United States and 57 countries in the first 
half of 2020 

 5,676 PDA volunteers served in 2019 

 94 grants impacting 20 countries given by PHP in 2019 

 50 years of ministry for SDOP 

 More than 17,000 people trained nationally and internationally by OGHS minis-
tries 

 More than 5,000 projects in economically poor communities in the United States 
and around the world have had an opportunity to develop solutions to their own 
challenges since SDOP’s inception 

 234 certified PCUSA Earth Care congregations helped care for God’s creation 

 1,097 Presbyterian congregations purchased eco-palms for sustainable forestry 
and livelihoods 
 

 For further detailed information on the many 
countries and ministries where your gift to OGHS 
will be put to work, go to pdapcusa.org  and   
presbyterianmission.org. Recently, Westminster 
was blessed to receive a large gift from the estate 
of Beth Going, a longtime member of Westminster.  
In response to Beth’s generosity the Session voted 
to make immediate donations to local nonprofits 
serving the homeless and hungry and to the Pres-
byterian Disaster Assistance Programs in Yemen, 
Syria, and Lebanon.  We now have an opportunity 
to respond to Beth’s faith and give generously to 
One Great Hour of Sharing.  Please make your 
check out to Westminster or give online and note 
One Great Hour of Sharing or OGHS. 
 
 



Music  
Update  

C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 6  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly… 

sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
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A Word from Wes 

Minnesota Music Duo  
Curtis & Loretta 
 
APRIL 24, 2021 - 6:00PM - 7:00PM  
 
This event will be LIVESTREAMED from Minnesota! 
 
 Curtis & Loretta’s music comes straight from the heart. The 
folk singer/songwriter duo’s performances feature tight vocal har-
monies, guitars, folk harp, mandocello, banjo and ukulele, all un-
derscored by their deep connection with their listeners. Curtis’ 

I am so thankful for the people who have shared their statement of faith during our 
worship services. Every one of them was such an honest and thoughtful expression of 
faith, doubt, and a continued search for God. They were a wonderful reflection of the 
ethos of Westminster, where it really feels like we journey together and allow each oth-
er the space to wrestle with the big questions of life and belief. 
 
I hope that for every statement of faith that was shared with the congregation, many 
more were written by folks who wanted a simple Lenten discipline. If you wrote a 
statement of faith and would still like to share it even though Lent is ending, please let 
me know, and I’ll arranged a time during one of our Easter season worship services for 
you to share it. 
 
I pray that you all grow in faith and in the understanding of your faith. And I hope that 
as you seek to know God, you discover a wonderful self-knowledge also, for as the 
great theologian Augustine believed: One cannot know God without knowing oneself. 
 

Wes 
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down-home sense of humor and Loretta’s theater background engage the audience in an 
experience that runs the gamut of rolling with laughter to holding back tears, with plenty 
of side-trips in between. Based in Minneapolis, the husband-and-wife duo tours across 
the U.S., delivering their poignant original songs along with carefully chosen traditional 
songs.   
 City Pages named them “Best Acoustic Performers of the Twin Cities.” A grant 
from the Minnesota State Arts Board backed their latest CD, “When There’s Good to Be 
Done,” all songs Loretta wrote about “unsung heroes;” real-life people who overcame 
great challenges in their lives. The recording was on “Top Albums of 2016” on the folk 
radio charts (folk-dj). 
 “Curtis and Loretta are in many ways the quintessential folk duo: finely honed vo-
cal harmonies of multidimensional intrigue, abundant talent on an array of stringed in-
struments, deep traditional roots, great originals, and equally strong strains of gravity 
and playful irreverence… It’s both musically riveting and spiritually invigorating.” 

All Voices Choral Project (AVCP) presents 
 
Songs for Our Blue Mother: A virtual concert for restitution and restoration 
 
5:00 pm, Saturday, April 24, 2021 
 
Tickets are free! Westminster will have the link to 
the tickets on our website and Facebook soon.  
 
Join us for a virtual concert of choral music and 
speakers as we focus on water and the interconnect-
edness of all things: planet and individual, peace 
and turmoil, history and now. Mother Earth cannot 
continue to provide for us as long as we seek own-
ership. Instead, we must listen to the wisdom of 
those who live in relationship with the earth and all 
living beings. 
 
You'll see familiar faces: Lee's wife, Esther Hoffman-Rubin, and from Westminster's 
Chancel Choir, Gordon Zerkel, bass, and Jonathan Saatman, tenor section leader. AVCP 
has met on Zoom each week since last March, and when safe enough, we have re-
hearsed together in the courtyard at Westminster, masked, and distanced. This concert is 
a testament to the resilience of a community formed and held together through music 
and a shared dedication to harmonizing the divide! 
 
For more information, email Lee Hoffman, Artistic Director at allvoiceschoralpro-
ject@gmail.com 

mailto:allvoiceschoralproject@gmail.com
mailto:allvoiceschoralproject@gmail.com
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A Word from Rola 

I just finished a really worthwhile book that I want to recommend 
to the congregation. It is titled All The Young Men - A Memoir of 
Love, AIDS, and Chosen Family in the American South by Ruth 
Coker Burks. It is the remarkable story of a young single mother 
from Hot Springs, Arkansas, who cares for people with AIDS in the 
1980s and 1990s when no one else will. With no medical back-
ground, she single-handedly creates a network of support more 
than a thousand men abandoned by their families and neglected by 
medical professionals. She provides them with food and medicine, 
and helps them find housing when she herself is barely making 
ends meet.  
 

- Elizabeth McGough 

 
W E S T M I N S T E R  

B O O K  C L U B  
  
 

 

A C T S  1 5 : 3 1  
 

When they had read it, they 
rejoiced because of its  
encouragement  

Thing started to happen! Finally! 
 
 With the anticipation of re-opening in a couple of weeks and the security of vac-
cines, spring is slowly crawling into our church life. I am happy to tell you about some 
of my near future plans and current activities.  
 I have had the joy and privilege of accompanying members of the church to pre-
sent our donations to Habitat for Humanity and Women’s Empowerment. The gratitude 
staff at those organizations expressed was so great and humbling. Thanks to Peter 
Tiedemann and Susan Watkins for arranging our visits, for Roberta franklin and Denise 
Jones who are planning visits to both CASH and River City Food Bank, and for com-
mittee and session members who voted to prioritize community work at these hard 
times. I am looking forward to more partnering and hands-on work with organizations in 
our community. 
 I am so excited to report that my ordination is being planned to take place on Sun-
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day April 25 at 3 PM here at Westminster. Yay!!! The plan is to be ordained with the 
presbytery at large to my position as an Evangelist and a NWC coordinator. We’re think-
ing about safe ways to hold a reception afterwards. More on that once the time is closer.  
Soon we will have a sign-up sheet that will help us plan ahead. While I would be happy 
to see you all then, I understand the hesitation of some who are still uncomfortable with 
in-person meeting, and for that reason the service will be also livestreamed and record-
ed. 
 The day before, Saturday April 24, the Presbytery will be holding a virtual meeting 
during which I will be examined for ordination. It is our Presbyterian way of embodying 
our belief that individuals called to ministry are called and commissioned by the whole 
body. A number of you have expressed interest in being part of the presbytery meeting 
and of this milestone in my ministry. I greatly appreciate your support. If you’d like to 
attend the Zoom meeting as a visitor, this is always a possibility.  
 I will make sure to share the invitation to the Presbytery meeting with the office 
staff as soon as it is out. If you’d like to attend, please reach out to the office or me to get 
that link to you, and please note that you need to register for the Zoom link will be sent 
to you. 
 I am also planning and hoping to launch my New Worshiping Community (NWC) 
sometime in May. I have a wonderful team comprised of three church members – Nan 
Fitzpatrick, Allyson Sage, and Blakely Nordman – who will help me get things started. 
If you are still wondering what this NWC is all about, you may check our new website 
www.iamayoga.com. I will tell you more about it in the May newsletter and give you 
specific dates about our meetings. 
 While the team and I still need to lay out a financial plan, one idea I have to fund 
the community is to offer yoga classes that are open to the public and other members of 
the church. I remember reading in your visioning document about your interest in host-
ing yoga classes for seniors. I am more than happy to make that happen, but I am also 
interested to hear about your ideas and interests. So please let me know what you think! 
Excited to start this work, and grateful for your support and prayers. 
 
Yours in Christ,  

Rola 

http://www.iamayoga.com


April 2021                                                                                  Page 8 

 

Easter 2021 
Remembrances & Recognitions 

of family and friends 

 
The generous sponsorships listed below will assist Westminster’s 

 Deacon’s Fund in its mission to serve those in need.  
Thank you all for the support. 

 
 
Carol Blake   In memory of Milt, Patty, & Scotty Faig. 
 
Patty & Sahn    In memory of Westminster friends. 
Bonnstetter    In honor of Westminster friends.  
 
Terry Bowman   In honor of Ralph and Lois Statham. 
 
Madeline & Gilbert   In honor of Madeline’s parent’s - Harold & Helen  
Crane    Mueller. In honor of Gilbert’s family - parents Leroy  
     & Mamie Crane, sisters  Dora &  Virginia, and nephews 
     Mark & John.    
 
Joy Defenbaugh   In honor of family and friends.  
 
Patty Fairbanks   In  memory of George Broehan, Shirley Broehan, George 
     Ernstson, and Renzo Budelli. 
 
The Foote Family  In memory of Jack & Janice Foote and Dr. Gene & Kay 
     Braught.  
 
Roberta Franklin  In memory of deceased loved ones from whom I received 
     a rich inheritance of wise lessons.  
 
Herb Freeman   In memory of Mimi Freeman. 
 
Anne Gamble   In honor of Revs. Jason & Heidi Gamble, Hannah, and  
     Madeline.  
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Alison Gist    In memory of my husband Dick.  
 
Mary Lynn Kiesling   In memory of James & David James Kiesling.   
 
Paul Maltby     In honor of George & Virginia Maltby.  
 
Kris Mayr      In memory of John Seal. “He is Risen!”  
 
Stew & Jeanie McCartney  In memory of our parents, Kenneth & Nancy  
      McCartney and Louis & Francis Heinrich. 
 
Marilyn McCloskey   In memory  of Olive McCloskey and Chester  
      McCloskey, Merrill Jordan, and Moneta McCloskey. 
 
The Meyer Family   In memory  of Frank & Thelma Meyer, Robert &  
      Dawn Dressler, and Virginia Sneed. 
 
Hilary Pollock    In honor of Ian Ward and George & Marian Pollock. 
      In memory of William Pollock and Esther Ward.  
 
The Neel Family   In loving memory of Merle and Cammie. 
 
Don Ruthrauff     In memory of my mother and father.  
 
Joyce Ruthrauff     In memory John Sherbine. 
 
Lois Swanson    In memory of Susan, Patti, and Dick - gone too  
      soon. 
 
Allyson Sage &     In memory of our parents.  
Patrick Romano 
 
Judi Valleley     In honor of brother Robin Valleley & wife Susan,  
      and parents Frederick & Florence Valleley. 
 
 



A p r i l ,  2 0 2 1  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
(916) 442-8939 

www.westminsac.org 

Samantha Jones - editor 
secretary@westminsac.org 

Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following Christ’s 

example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and promoting peace 

and justice. 

   

1300 N Street, Sacramento CA  95814 
916-442-8939 
www.westminsac.org 

W ESTMINSTER 
Presbyterian Church 

 

Westminster has began distributing donations to 
nonprofits that help our community. Susan Wat-
kins and Ministry Assistant Rola went to Wom-
en’s Empowerment and Pastor Wes, Peter 
Tiedemann, and Ministry Assistant Rola went 
to Habitat for Humanity to present our dona-
tions that came from the generous gift given to 
us by the Going Estate.   

https://www.westminsac.org/
https://www.westminsac.org/

