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Round About
‘Gather Us In’ for start of the new year
Join us on Sept. 10 as we celebrate our Westminster friends and a new,
exciting program year with the Gather Us In event. The day includes a potluck brunch and guest preacher Jim McDonald, who is president of San
Francisco Theological Seminary and professor of Faith and Public Life. (see
profile below)
The new program year is far-reaching and multi-faceted. Through readings, adult education classes, various hands-on activities and guest speakers
the church community will be challenged to “Do Justice, Love Mercy and
Walk Humbly.”
The committee that’s been busy planning the program year has used the
quote from Micah 6:8 as inspiration for addressing current societal challenges, with specific topics being addressed.
—— See Gather, page 9

Westminster pleased to host Concert Across America
On Sept. 24 concert
halls, theaters and churches throughout the country
will fill with the sound of
music as the Concert
Across America to End
Gun Violence is held.
Westminster is honored to
partner with the Sacramento Chapter of the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence to host the event in our
sanctuary.
Prior to the Sunday afternoon concert, the church
bell will ring 32 times - once for each person who is
killed by handgun violence daily in our country. At the
end of the concert, a handbell will be run 32 times, as
attendees depart the sanctuary.
This nationwide event brings together musicians,

activists, faith communities, and citizens to
honor victims of gun
violence and make gun
violence prevention a
pressing national issue.
The concerts will focus
on the tremendous loss
of life that gun violence has cost our communities. This
is an opportunity to come together to reflect, remember,
and affirm the need to prevent gun violence.
The concert will begin at 4 p.m. and features our
very own Brad Slocum on organ, and also The Sacramento Gay Men’s Chorus and the Sacramento Children’s Chorus. Admission is free and survivors of gunshot injury and family members of victims are especially welcome to attend.

McDonald, SFTS president, professor
of Faith & Public Life is guest preacher

The Rev. Dr. Jim McDonald will join us Sept. 10

Westminster is thrilled to have Jim McDonald join us for the Gather
Us In celebration on Sept. 10. A lifelong Presbyterian, McDonald became
San Francisco Theological Seminary’s 11th president in July 2011 and he
is also the Professor of Faith and Public Life. He will be preaching on the
program year’s theme of Micah 6:8, in which God requires us to “Do Justice, Love Mercy and Walk Humbly.”
McDonald has a long history practicing his faith. Before coming to
SFTS, he worked for 13 years at Bread for the World, the faith-based
grassroots advocacy organization in Washington, D.C. that urges policymakers to reduce hunger in this country and around the world.
—— See McDonald, page 9
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Wes’s Wonderings

Challenging, thought-provoking year for members

T

he most influential theologian of the last century, Karl Barth, said: “Take your Bible and take
your newspaper, and read both. But interpret newspapers from your
Bible.” And Barth practiced what he preached. He was a pastor and professor of theology in Europe between the world wars and was the driving
force behind a confession in the Presbyterian Book of Confessions called The Barmen Declaration.
This confession was written in the mid-1930s in Germany in response to the
emergence of “German Christians” who took the “union of Christianity, nationalism, and militarism for granted, and for whom patriotic sentiments were equated
with Christian truth. The German Christians exalted the racially pure nation and the
rule of Hitler as God’s will for the German people” (from the Declaration’s introduction). Citing scripture, Barth, and the Declaration, strongly repudiated the notion that God was somehow working through
National Socialism and the German people. For his views, he was forced to leave Germany and take up
residence in Switzerland.
Beginning September 10 with our Gather Us In Sunday and continuing until the Gay Pride parade
in June of 2018, we will take up our Bibles and our newspapers, and even our walking shoes, and explore the connection between our faith and public life. What does God require of you? asked the Jewish
prophet Micah so long ago. Then he provided the answer that has challenged Jews and Christians ever
since: “Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God.” It’s going to be an adventure. I look
forward to sharing it with you.
Peace

Wes

September’s scripture readings
September 3
Ecclesiastes 3:9-15*
John 21:1-8
In Praise of Labor

September 17
Exodus 14:19-31*
Matthew 8:21-35
You Can't Just Sit There

September 10
Gather Us In Sunday
Micah 6
Rev. Dr. Jim McDonald,
President
San Francisco
Theological Seminary

September 24
Exodus 16:2-15
Matthew 20:1-16*
Life's Not Fair
*Sermon based on this
scripture

Parents’ night out planned
All Westminster children (and their friends)
are invited to enjoy a night of fun, crafts, dance,
snacks and movies on Sept. 15, while their parents can enjoy a night to themselves. It’s a true
win-win for everyone!
Drop the kids (from infant through fifth
grade) off at 6 p.m. and pick them up by 9 p.m.
Just be sure and register in advance with diana@westminsac.org so we’ll have enough food
and supervision.
This free program is one of Westminster’s
ways to nurture our young families, who are
challenged with so many pressing demands and
time constraints. Taking a night off every once
in a while is good - for both the parents and the
kids!

S E P T E M B E R 20 1 7

MINISTRIES

Programs join forces
for October event
Join PWOW and Mission Outreach
as they join forces to host the Fall Gathering on Sunday, Oct. 15, following the 11
a.m. service.
Deborah Ortiz, executive director of
Opening Doors, will be the guest speaker
at this luncheon event. This agency helps
to resettle refugees in the greater Sacramento community.
This will be part of Westminster’s
program year, launching the segment on
refugees and immigration, which will run
from Oct. 15 - Nov. 26 and include 10
a.m. Sunday adult education morning
presentations, as well as this program.
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PWOW SEPTEMBER CIRCLE MEETINGS
Circle

Date

Time

Place

Mary/Martha

9-18

1:30 pm potluck Serra Room

Sophia

9-26

TBA

Alison Gist’s home

Esther/Ruth

No September meeting

The Searchers

9-12

11:30 am

Library

Hannah

9-7

6:30 pm

Serra Room

All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for Bible study, fellowship and
fun. Call Mary Jane Root at 362-8485 for additional information.

Helpers sought for birthday cheer

A monthly birthday celebration has
been launched, by the Presbyterian Women of Westminster for clients of Sacramento’s Community Against Sexual
Harm. This agency is dedicated to supporting women who’ve been commercially sexually exploited. They provide a non
-judgmental, supportive program.
Fair Trade market planned
On the last Wednesday of each month, PWOW delivers a
for Westminster in November birthday cake to the agency. The first name of clients who have
had a birthday that month are listed on the cake. Some CASH cliThe Christ Market/Alternative Gift
Fair will be held on Nov. 12 and will fea- ents have never had such a cake, or have not received one in a very
long time, and they treasure seeing their names on the cake as their
ture fair trade items for sale.
birthday is celebrated.
These purchases will help sustain
Anyone in the Westminster community who is interested in
women and their families around the
world. This will be an event jointly coor- picking up the cake at the Cal Expo Costco at 11 a.m., and dropping it off at the CASH office, 3101 1st. Ave. is encouraged to
dinated between Westminster Women
contact Roberta Franklin at 916-708-2768. PWOW provides a card
(PWOW), Mission Outreach and Peace
and Justice. Anyone with a passion for this to pay for the cake.
In addition to the birthday project, PWOW also sponsored a
event is invited to join the effort. Please
contact Roberta Franklin for more infor- Mother’s Day lunch for 35 clients of CASH as part of its mission
work.
mation at 916-708-2768.

PWOW members participate in Bible study
PWOW members will travel to San Francisco Theological Seminary in San Anselmo for Bible Study day on Sept.
23 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Featured speaker will be Melissa Bane Sevier, a teaching elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) who, after
more than 23 years as a pastor, chose in 2015 to leave the
pastorate and focus on her longtime ministry of writing and photography. She
is the author of Cloud of Witnesses, the Community of Christ in Hebrews.
During her presentation she will explore The Letters to the Hebrews, a significant book of the Bible.
Attendees can register on line at sfts.edu/horizons. Cost is $42 in advance,
or $50 at the door. Lunch is included. People who want to carpool can meet in
the church parking lot at 7 a.m. to organize travel arrangements.
Contact Mary Jane Root for additional information at 916-362-8485.
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Fund helps ill members with costs
By Jean Harlow
MSN, RN, Faith Community Nurse

W

estminster’s Medical Benevolence
Fund has been blessed again! A
very generous gift from a member
who knows how important this
fund is for our members, donated a significant contribution to the fund in August.
This, plus a donation in July from The Stowaways (one of Westminster’s adult groups), gives us
new opportunities to respond to members’ financial
needs when they are ill.
Unexpected expenses are an added burden to
people who are dealing with illnesses. This fund can
help ease that worry. The money can be used to pay
for medical expenses not covered by medical insurances. Other times it is used to pay for prescriptions, utility bills, or where there is no dental insurance to cover costs.
Thank you to this individual and the adult group
for the donations. Their generosity enables us to respond to members who are dealing with unexpected or uncovered financial needs because of medical situations. As I described in a recent article, the Medical Benevolence Fund (MBF) is a gift to a member in need and it is supported only by donations from members and
friends of Westminster.
Ask Pastor Wes or Jean Harlow, RN Faith Community Nurse how to apply. The process involves filling
out a brief information form which is reviewed in confidence by a few people. Please let us know how we can
help you if you need assistance in nay manner while you’re ill.
And do remember that donations to the fund are always gratefully received. You can just place a check in
the Sunday collection and write Medical Benevolence Fund in the memo, or send it in independently to the
office and let us know you want to contribute to the very worthwhile program for our members in need. Thank
you.
Love and Blessings

Jean

Pick up T’s Sept. 3 - wear to the Gather Us In on the 10th
People who ordered T-shirts
can pick them up on Sunday,
Sept. 3 after the 9 and 11 a.m.
services or in the office during
the week.
If you have not pre-paid
cost is $13 each and due at
pickup. Everyone is encouraged
to wear their shirts as we begin
the new program year during
Gather Us In on Sept. 10 and to
upcoming Westminster events,
celebrating our program year.
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Praise Band welcomes
new leader to group
Please extend a warm Westminster
welcome to Chris Borton, who will be the
new leader of the Praise Band, while Lee
Hoffman will cut back her hours and focus
on the choral and bell choirs.
“I feel I’m being led to this church,”
said Chris, who has been playing in bands
for a “lifetime.” As a piano, cello and vocalist her many skills will enhance the already thriving group at the 9 a.m. service.
For a long time she had been praying about
a way to incorporate her love of music with
her faith, and when she heard about the
Praise Band position she immediately applied.
“I prayed, I auditioned, I interviewed,”
she says. Her first service as the Praise
Chris Borton will be the new leader of Westminster’s Praise Band.
Band leader will be on Sept. 3, however
she has been joining the group singing and
getting to meet members throughout the summer. One exciting aspect of the position, she said, is the ability to express and create as part of the Praise Band.
Chris also shares her musical skills with people in memory care facilities, where she leads them in the oldies
but goodies, encouraging them to join in singing.
During the week Chris is busy working in a construction office, but she always finds time for her family, especially her son Mitchell and his boy. In fact she’s teaching grandson Mitchell, age 16, how to drive! Now that’s
certainly something to sing about.

Sacramento Presbytery has
meeting and youth training
The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Sacramento will be held on Thursday, September 14, 2017 at
Shepherd of the Sierra Presbyterian Church in Loomis.
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m., meeting at 9 a.m.
Special guest Rick Ufford-Chase will give a keynote
address and plenary discussion, as well as an aftermeeting gathering time to reflect upon and challenge our
thoughts from his latest book, "Faithful Resistance: Gospel Visions for the Church in a time of
Empire".
Another highlight of the day will be after-meeting
training for all leaders working with children and youth
regarding Child Protection. (All councils of the church
are required to have a Child and Youth Protection Policy.) Leader Cathy Lovejoy will give this training from
1:45 - 2:30 p.m.

Join the celebration on Sept. 3 as
we celebrate Alison Gist’s and
Lynne Courtney’s 90th birthdays
during coffee hour, following the
11a.m. service (and although most
think that is their combined age, in
fact each woman is a very proud
nonagenarian!) Congratulations!
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SEPTEMBER 2017
In addition to the hard
work they accomplished at
Smith River, the 11 youth
and three leaders stopped
for lunch at the Women’s
Federation Camp along the
Avenue of the Giants on
the way home.
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Youth mission trip was faith-filled and fun

The Westminster youth who
went to Smith River from July 30 Aug. 5 worked hard, prayed,
laughed and met new friends. They
made the community a better place
by building structures and clearing
land, while learning to cooperatively
handle chores. They even looked
forward to receiving mail - actual
hand-written letters! - during their
week. Thanks to Westminster members and friends for their generous
on-going support of this lifechanging program for our youth.
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Niebuhr’s writings focus of Sunday programs
By Peter Winslow
Committee member Program Year
We introduce this year’s theme -- “Do
Justice” -- with a look at a very influential
American theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr
(1892 – 1971).
Mr. Niebuhr was born and raised by
German immigrant parents in America’s
Midwest. After graduating from the Yale
Divinity School in 1915 he was ordained a
pastor with the German Evangelical Church
(later becoming the United Church of
Christ) and started as a minister in Detroit,
Michigan. In 1928 he joined the faculty of
the Union Theological Seminary in New
York, where he remained for the remainder
of his career.
From his pulpit, Pastor Niebuhr observed the social convulsions brought on by World War I, the
Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, the
Civil Rights movement and the Viet Nam war. He
thought deeply about the turbulent times he witnessed, and challenged Christians and society to rise
above their weaknesses and work for fundamental
social change.
Reinhold Niebuhr’s theology, described as Christian Realism, is reflected in the Serenity Prayer that
he authored, “Father, give us courage to change
what must be altered, serenity to accept what cannot
be helped, and the insight to know the one from the
other.”
Reinhold Niebuhr became a celebrated public
theologian addressing in his many books, sermons
and speeches the intersection of religion, politics and
public policy. His public pronouncements often
served as a moral compass for the nation, and inspired
leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr., John McCain,
and Presidents Jimmy Carter and Barak Obama. One
commentator observed his importance as follows:
…to read Niebuhr today is to avail
oneself to a prophetic voice, speaking
from the past about the past, but offering
truths of enormous relevance to the present. As prophet, Niebuhr warned that
what he called "our dreams of managing
history" — dreams borne out of a peculiar combination of arrogance, hypocrisy,
and self-delusion — posed a large and
potentially mortal threat to the United
States. Today we ignore that warning at
our peril.
Our study of Reinhold Niebuhr will attempt to

better understand his challenge to us. Beginning in
early September the program will guest preacher Jim
McDonald, president of San Francisco Theological
Seminary (see article page 1), there will be also be a
theatrical segment during the Sept. 17 service to introduce Reinhold Niebuhr as a person as well as better
explain his theology and his book, Moral Man and
Immoral Society.
Sundays at 10 a.m. the adult Christian Education session will be devoted to the study of Niebuhr’s
writings. His book, Moral Man and Immoral Society,
is available on Amazon Kindle for less than $4.
The paperback version is generally more expensive, and is available both new and used through Amazon and other booksellers.
During the session devoted to Niebuhr we will
also be showing the new PBS documentary, “An
American Conscience, the Reinhold Niebuhr Story.”

Adult education classes on the writings
of Reinhold Niebuhr will be held at 10
a.m. in the Club Room and will be led
by Peter Winslow and Pastor Wes
Nordman on the following Sundays:
Sept. 17, Sept. 24, Oct. 1 and Oct. 8.
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Community brunch is delicious, enjoyable start to new year
A highlight of the Gather Us In event on Sept. 10 includes a
community potluck brunch, starting at 10 a.m. in the Social Hall.
This is a great time to meet up with friends, share pictures from
summer vacation and visit with those who may attend a different
service.
There will also be live music and you’ll learn more about the
upcoming program year.
Attendees are encouraged to bring your favorite dish to
share, while coffee and juice will be provided by the organizers,
which include Beverly Jumper and the Deacons.

McDONALD, from page 1 —–——————–

Back-to-school blessings
offered at Sept. 10 services
Children and youth are invited to bring
their backpacks to church on Gather Us In day.
No, they won’t have to do homework, but they
will receive a special blessing for the backpack
as they begin the school year.
Members are also encouraged to bring in
new school supplies for William Land Elementary School. There is a donation box by the office.
Also on Sept. 10 there will be commissioning of all Westminster’s dedicated teachers
who share their faith with church members
throughout the year.

He joined Bread for the World in 1988 after completing a
Ph.D. in international relations from American University. He initially was an international policy analyst and led
a broad legislative coalition that secured substantial debt
relief for the world’s poorest countries. In 2000 he became Bread’s Vice President for Policy and Program,
managing the organizations’ work on domestic and international policy issues, and their programs of advocacy,
education and social change. In 2010 he became Bread’s
Managing Director.
Previously Jim served as director of the Humphrey
Fellowship Program at American University, and taught
courses in world politics, U.S. foreign policy, and the international relations of Latin America at George Washington University and American University.
After receiving a Master of Divinity degree from Union Theological Seminary (NYC) in 1975, Jim worked in
pastoral ministry for 15 years, serving as associate pastor
of First Presbyterian Church, Bloomington, IN, (19751979) and pastor of Tabernacle United Church in Philadelphia, PA (1980-1990).
While at Tabernacle, he led the congregation’s engagement in the Sanctuary Movement, a national effort
by Jewish and Christian congregations to provide safe
haven for undocumented refugees fleeing the violence in
Central America.
Jim is married to Dean McDonald, also a Presbyterian minister. They have three children and four grandchildren.

GATHER, from page 1 ————————————————————————————There will be an average of five weeks devoted
to each issue, they include:
- Immigration and Refugees (Oct. 15 - Nov. 26)
- Racism and Criminal Justice (Jan. 7 - Feb. 11)
- Economic Justice/Homeless (Feb. 14 - Mar.25)
- Environmental Justice (April 1 - 29)
- Gender Politics (May 6 - June 3).

The program year’s first segment will be a review of
the writing of Reinhold Niebuhr (see article on page
8) and will set the tone for the ethical and spiritual
focus of the program year.
The brunch, which will be held at 10 a.m. is a
wonderful opportunity to visit with Westminster
friends and those who attend a different service.
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Program studying the
New Testament begins
its Fall session
The Kerygma Challenge is an in-depth study of the Bible that will help transform you and your church.
Small group classes will meet on a weekly basis to study and share what they have learned through their reading and discussion. The Westminster program began on Aug. 30 and will run through Dec. 6, for a total of 14
classes. There will be no class on Wednesday, Nov. 22. Classes are held in the Club Room.
People can expect quite a few things from participating in the Kerygma classes. They include:
An in-depth study of the Bible using the latest scholarly approaches and builds community and excitement
through learning together.
A commitment to consistent weekly attendance.
Increased familiarity with Scripture revitalizes congregations and has the ability to change lives.
The cost of $30 for the participant’s study book. If you have already purchased the book for the Old Testament class held in the spring you already have the New Testament lessons and do not need to incur this expense
again. Anyone wanting to know more about the Kerygma program can contact the office at 442-8939.

Generous, playful donation
A very loud and sincere shout out to Patty and
Neil Fairbanks , who not only donated a wonderful
playhouse to the nursery—they even assembled it!
This is a great addition to the nursery and
comes at a wonderful time, as we have had more
and more children joining the program! The nursery
is available for families during both the 9 and 11
a.m. services every Sunday, and during the 10 a.m.
adult education classes. And when Westminster
hosts special programs, its open with advance notice. Contact Diana for more information.

Building a better future
While many folks spent their summer lounging
by the water, Blakely Nordman was hard at
work on a mission trip building a school in Honduras. The program was coordinated by Students Helping Honduras. She will share her experience with the congregation during services
on Sunday, Sept. 3.
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Guest preacher will
address Myanmar issues

Courtyard is eclipsed by beauty
On Aug. 21 the shadows in the courtyard reflected the celestial
wonders above during the solar eclipse. The shadows became
smaller, creating crescent moon arches, rather than the full leaves.

Mark your
calendar now,
because on
Oct. 1 Westminster will be
hosting the
Rev. Pek
Muan Cuang,
a Presbyterian
Peacemaker.
He will discuss
the human, economic and environmental
challenges his country faces. He is being
brought to Westminster through Mission
Outreach.
In addition, there will be a special
educational program on Oct. 3, when
Cuang and a mission co-worker from
Central Asia will make a presentation at
Westminster, from 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Look in next month’s newsletter for
more information.

No summer break for Session - busy August meeting held
There was a full contingent of elders (some driving furiously from Oregon's total eclipse area) at the
Session meeting Aug. 22 where they met with representatives from the presbytery's Committee on Ministry for their biennial visit and to approve the following
items:
Approved $500 gift to SFTS from Lectureship
Interest in gratitude for President Jim McDonald
preaching here Sept. 10.
Approved painting the columns in the sanctuary
beige and the balcony decorative tile panel that currently doesn't match the others. The job not to exceed
$1500.
Approved painting the patio room for $4,200.
Approved sending a letter to the state and CADA
on the upcoming construction project, inviting them to
inspect the church condition and discuss our structural
concerns.
Approved disbursement of $500 from Tobin
Fund for Blakely Nordman’s mission trip with Students Helping Honduras.
Approved disbursement of $500 from Mission

Money Funds for Connor Sisterson to participate in
the year-long Young Adult Volunteer program.
Approved disbursement of $150 from Tobin Fund
to provide refreshments for visit from mission coworkers in October.
Approved doing Winter Sanctuary on consecutive
nights this year (Saturday and Sunday night).
Approved Job Description template for ministry
teams, with completed job descriptions due at the December session meeting. The group will continue discussion on possible term limits for ministry team
members.
The following items were approved earlier in the
summer by email vote:
Approved air conditioning repair for Jackson
Room..
Approved repair of courtyard fountain.
Approved baptisms of Will and Kailyn Ruzzamenti, September 17, 9am service.
Endorsed Connor Sisterson for Young Adult Volunteer program.

S E P T E M B E R , 2017
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org
Theresa Keegan - editor
communications@westminsac.org

Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following
Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and
promoting peace and justice.

Youth plan bowling trip
for September outing
The Westminster Youth Group will enjoy
a luncheon and then go bowling at Country
Club Lanes on Sunday, Sept. 10. The Elk
Grove United Methodist Church youth group,
which was at the Smith River mission trip,
will also join the outing.
The group will meet at Westminster at
12:30 for lunch and then will drive to the bowling lanes, located at 2600 Watt Ave., Sacramento. They’ll bowl until 5 p.m., Any parents
interested in driving are welcome to join the
outing. Cost is $10 per person.
Please RSVP by Sept. 6 to youth leader
Mark Hargreaves at Mark@westminsac.org or
call the office at 442-8939.

Youth pool party was a big splash

A very refreshing, fun and action-packed pool party and barbecue
was held for Westminster youth in August at the Hargreaves’s
home. In attendance were Xander Day Wright, Walker and Hope
Daniel, Emma Fitzpatrick, Jack and Erika Nordman, Iyana, Israel
and Isaiah Terrell. And the adults and parents also enjoyed the
opportunity to enjoy the time together.

New Sunday options for youth

With the start of the new program year,
youth are invited to the Jackson Room at 10
a.m, when adult ed classes are held.
Also, there will be Youth Sunday Classes
at both the 9 and 11 a.m. services.

