
Sunday, August 14, 2022 at 11 a.m. 

   
  

PRELUDE                                                                Pastorale                                                        Brad Slocum, 

                                           by J.S. Bach                                       Organist 

  

THRESHOLD # 347                            Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence         Rev. Rola Al Ashkar 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; 

ponder nothing earthly minded, for the blessing in his hand 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 

our full homage to demand. 

  

Centuries ago, some of the earliest churches invited their community to a way of 

worshipping that took them out of the demands of daily living. As they prepared to 

encounter God, they laid aside their worldly concerns, and silently practiced a different way 

of living in the world with their siblings in Christ. Remember the words of Psalm 46: “Be 

still, and know that I am God!” Let us begin our worship experience today with the 

knowing that only arrives by way of silence. 

  

At his feet the six-winged seraph, 

cherubim, with sleepless eye,  

veil their faces to the presence,  

as with ceaseless voice they cry,  

“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.”. 

  
Let us worship God! 

HYMN OF PRAISE #409                            God is Here!  

Vss. 1, 2, 3  

  

EXAMEN 

This week, in what ways did I feel a sense of belonging and full inclusion? 

Offer silent thanks and praise to God for these moments 

  

This week, how often and in what ways did I experience or create a division or exclusion? 

Silently lament. A lament is a holy prayer of grief.  



  

This coming week, what practices can I engage to help me more fully participate in the 

family of God? 

Offer silent thanks for opportunities to reach out to others in kindness and kinship. 

  

PASSING CHRIST’S PEACE                               

The Holy Spirit is alive in you! Share this Spirit with others saying,  

“The peace of Christ be with you.” 

Let us exchange words and signs of peace. 
  

     

  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                            Rola                                                                                                

(Please sign the red fellowship pad and pass it along the pew and back.) 

  

CHILDREN’S TIME TO SHINE                                   Betsy Nix                                                                                                                        

(Children are dismissed for Sunday School) 

  

BLESSING FOR OUR CHILDREN                                             Tune: Beach Spring 

May God bless you as you go to learn the stories of our faith; 

Jesus loves you and will help you grow to trust in God always. 

Grow in wisdom and in knowledge; grow to live by Love’s way; 

grow to laugh and sing and worship as you walk throughout your days. 

  

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION                                                                Allyson Sage  

Divine Spirit, 

Give me the tongue of a teacher 

That I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.  

Morning by morning waken me.  

Waken my ear to listen as those who are taught.  

  

FIRST READING                                                          Isaiah 50:4; 7-11 
                        (Old Testament pg. 681 in pew Bible) 

  

Words of Holy Scripture. 

  

ANTHEM                                                    Where Are You Standing?                                               

by Judy Fjell 



Nan Fitzpatrick, vocals 

There are questions that linger, there are questions that haunt us           

There are questions in our lives    

 

CHORUS: Where are you standing, are you standing on the side of fear? 

Do you close your heart to others when differences appear between you? 

Where are you standing?  Do you shout so only you can hear? 

Or do you listen to the beat of the world? 

 

I knocked upon your door, and no, you did not answer 

You looked from behind your curtain and then you turned away 

Did you do that to me, or did you do that to Jesus 

I hope this question lingers, I hope this questions haunts you 

This question in your life  CHORUS 

 

And you knocked upon my door, and neither did I answer 

I did not clothe or feed you but I could not turn away 

Did I do that to you, would I have done that to Jesus 

Oh, this question lingers, oh, this question haunts me 

This question in my life CHORUS 

 

Now the warning bells are sounding, they say “Do not trust the other” 

I close my ears to your cries, you shut your eyes to mine 

And if no one makes a move, are we destined to be statues 

With only the past to linger, only the past to haunt us 

Only the past, instead of life  CHORUS 

 

And yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

Of death I will not fear, and maybe God knows why 

Or maybe it’s just that love has put her hand upon my shoulder 

I pray that love will linger, I hope that love will haunt me 

I pray for love in all of our lives   

 

LAST CHORUS: 

Where are you standing, are you standing on the side of fear? 

Do you close your heart to others when differences appear between you? 

Where are you standing?  Do you shout so only you can hear? 



Or do you listen to the beat of the world? 

Are you listening to the beat of the real world? 

Are you living for the future of this world? 

  

   

 SECOND READING                                Luke 12:49-53                                            Betsy  

                                                                           (New Testament pg. 75 in pew Bible) 

  

SERMON                                                        Kindling                                                      Betsy 

  

                                                  

  

SERVICE OF HEALING: Anointing with oil                                               

Those requesting prayer and anointing for themselves or on behalf of another may come to the front.    

  

HYMN OF HEALING #792   There is A Balm in Gilead  

  

PRAYERS FOR WESTMINSTER & THE WORLD                              Allyson                       

As we strive to be more inclusive, we have changed the reference to God as “Father” to “Creator.” Please feel 

free to use the language that is closest to your heart. 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER (contemporary ecumenical version) 

   

  

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                                                  Rola 

  

OFFERTORY                                       Variation on Beach Spring            

                                                                        by Brad Slocum  

  

OFFERTORY RESPONSE  



                              

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                 Rola 

  
                                   

          

 

HYMN #547                                   Go My Children, With My Blessing   

  

BENEDICTION                                                                                           Betsy 

  

CHARGE                                                            Allyson                                                                                 

                                                                    

POSTLUDE                               Allegro from Organ Concerto in F Major   

              by G. F. Handel   

  

          

   
  

After today’s service, please join us for Coffee Hour in the Courtyard.  
  

Please join Maryann Hopson and Lynne Stevenson at the monthly sale of delicious fair-trade 

coffee, tea, chocolate, and olive oil after the service. Prices remain only slightly above wholesale.  
  

FIG will meet in the Jackson Room at 12:15 pm. Anyone is welcome to join us regardless the age, 

skill level, or fiber project!  
  

 

 

Please pray for Amy Yannello and Samuel Ruacho. Please keep the Stevens family in your 

prayers. Please pray for special care members Ann Paul. 
  

Mary/Martha will be meeting in the Sierra Room on Monday.  There are extra booklets for those 

interested in joining this group.  
  

Pastor Wes will be on vacation from Monday, August 8 -  Sunday, August 21. If you have pastoral 



care concerns while Wes is away, please call the church office (916-442-8939). 
  

 

Westminster will be operating a Respite Center  every Wednesday for homeless folks in the area 

who will be able to get off the streets for a while and spend time in our Courtyard and Patio 

room. We are currently looking for four volunteers to fulfill these three positions: Greeting & 

Intake, Refreshments, and Security/ R & R.  You can sign up to volunteer using the QR code! 

 
  

 

The North Central California Presbytery has initiated a process in which they seek input from 

congregations about their values and priorities to provide resources and support to member 

congregations. We will meet in the Courtyard on Sunday, August 28, 2022, at 10 am to look at 

and answer these questions while enjoying refreshments. 

  

 

Generations of Presbyterian women have met in circles to support one another, engage in mission 

activities, and study the Bible. Westminster’s three active circles welcome new members. If you 

are interested, call the church office at 916-442-8939 for Circle moderator contact information. 

 

 
 

*Mary/Martha welcomes both men and women to its meetings.  

  

 

 

Hannah 1st Thursday of the 

month 

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm  

at Westminster  

Esther/Ruth 1st Sunday of the 

month  

12:30 pm - 2:00 pm 

at Westminster   

Mary/Martha * 3rd Monday of the 

month  

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm  

at Westminster  


