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Reconciliation Voices Singers of Peace (RSVP) 
 

RSVP will be holding a concert at Westminster on May 10th at 7:30 pm. All proceeds will be going 
to Joshua’s House Hospice. 
 

RSVP is a unique and versatile vocal ensemble whose mission 
is to bring people together through the arts and give back to the 
community. 
 

RSVP donates 100% of concert proceeds to charities with 
whom they partner. 

 
Sacramento Downtown Urban hike Saturday morning  

May 11, 2019, 9:00-1:00 PM 
 

Please join us for an urban hike to look at the murals downtown.  The group will assemble at  
the Westminster parking lot at 9:00 and should finish around 1:00 including lunch.  This will be a  
self-guided tour to see a list of approximately 35 murals and public artwork items in the downtown 
area.  There are a few Apps available to peruse along the way to provide information about the  
artwork.  The hike will be a 4 - 5 mile meandering loop starting at the church, walking past the  
Capitol to the DOCO (arena) area, passing clusters of murals on I, J, K and the alleys, stopping at  
the sculpture garden at the Convention Center, and finishing by the former Ballet office building  
before lunch.  We will have lunch at one of the nearby restaurants selected by the group. Then 
a quick walk across Capitol Park to return to the Westminster parking lot. There will be  
opportunities for quick stops at coffee shops and convenience stores.  
 
 

Please contact the church office or Don Tarnasky at 916-446-7037.  



MAY SCRIPTURE  
READINGS & THEMES 
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Wes’ Wonderings 

May 12 is Mother's Day. It falls in the season of Easter, those seven weeks in the church year when 
we celebrate God's new creation in Christ. Transformation. 
 
At the worship services on May 12, we will add to our resurrection celebration with a celebration  
of the gifts of women, and we'll express gratitude for the women in our lives who have shaped and 
transformed us. The scripture reading that day is taken from Acts 9:36-43, where we learn of an  
early disciple of the risen Christ in Joppa named Tabitha. This scripture is the only place in the  
entire New Testament that a woman is explicitly called a disciple. The Greek word for disciple here 
is feminine, the only feminine rendering of disciple in the Bible. Women were an important part of  
the early expansion of Christianity, as the Book of Acts reveals. Later, as Christianity became more  
institutionalized, women were marginalized. In many Protestant denominations in the last 60 years, 
women have pushed open the doors of ministry in all aspects of the church. We have come full  
circle, back to the early church's diversity. Thanks be to God!  
 
Join us on May 12, as we hear women of our congregation tell us of women in their lives who in-
spired and shaped their faith/character and direction of their life and also share thoughts on the re-
sponsibility and opportunity women have to heal and transform the world. It will be exciting! 

 
Easter blessings, 

                Wes    

May 5     
3rd Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 30 
Acts 9:1-6 
I Saw the Light 
 
May 12    
4th Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 23 
Acts 9:36-43 
A Woman, a Disciple 

May 19     
5th Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 148 
Acts 11:1-18 
Making Distinctions 
 
May 26      
6th Sunday of Easter 
Psalm 67 
Acts 16:9-15 
Setting Sail 

EASTER WITH THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 

Scripture readings, sermon titles for May 



Sing with Lee Hoffman's All Voices Choral Project (AVCP)  
at Sacramento Pride on Sunday, June 9!  

 
Rehearsals are 7:00-9:00 pm, Wednesdays, April 17-June 5 here at  
Westminster. Register at http://bit.ly/AVCPSacPride. Find out more  
about All Voices Choral Project at https://ww.allvoiceschoralproject.org/). 
Our own Gordon Zerkel, Chancel Choir soprano section leader Elise  
Savoy and bass section leader Brandon Anderson participated in the  
First concert of AVCP, entitled each OTHER, held at Sacramento City 
College (concert video https://youtu.be/tV9ITkSrJZc). 
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PWOW CIRCLE MEETINGS- MAY 
 

Circle   Date Time  Place 

Hannah  5/2 6:30 p.m. Serra Room 

Esther/Ruth  5/5 12:30 p.m. Library 

The Searchers 5/14 11:30 a.m. Library 

Mary/Martha  5/20 1:30 p.m. Serra Room 

Sophia   5/28 11:30 a.m. Club Room 

 

All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for Bible study, fellowship, 
and fun. Call Roberta Franklin at 916-708-2768 for more information. 

From Roberta Franklin:  

Thank you for your many generous expressions of 

support including our conversations,  the cards you 

sent and helping with PWOW events.  The support of 

church family buoyed me on the long,  uncomfortable 

days during my chemo treatment.  

http://bit.ly/AVCPSacPride
https://www.allvoiceschoralproject.org/
https://youtu.be/tV9ITkSrJZc


MAY FAMILY FOOTPRINTS 
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Youth Sunday & Hot Dog BBQ, May 26, 2019 
 

As a thank you to the Congregation from the youth, there 
will be a hot dog barbeque after the 11:00 AM Service on 
May 26, 2019.  

Talent Show Thank You! 
 
   Mark Hargreaves, the Youth, and Connor Sisterson would like to 
thank all the participants, attendees and anyone who helped with the 
talent show and luncheon. 
   
   The youth raised over $2,000 for this summer’s Mission Trip and   
Triennium. We had 11 Youth help serving over 110 people. They  
were 11 acts and 21 raffle prizes. 
  
   Some of the raffle prizes were: Four River Cat Baseball game    
tickets, Four Sacramento Republic FC game tickets and a signed team 
picture, Sacramento Kings Swag, a custom made cake by a local chef, several bottles of wine, movie 
tickets, a Fitbit, Dos Coyotes Border Café gift cards, See's candy gift cards, just to mention a few. 
 

Parents’ Night Out 
 

Parents  can get a few hours of FREE childcare on Friday, May 10th. 
Drop the kids off at Westminster at 6 p.m. (pickup is at 9 p.m.) and  
enjoy a night out on the town. 

Acolytes needed for May 26th 
 

Acolytes are needed for the May 26th service. Please contact Mark Hargreaves at 
mark@westminsac.org. 
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The 2019 Amgen Tour of California will occur on Sunday, May 12th. Due to expected street 
closures, please be aware of possible delays. With that in mind, we offer these two  
suggestions: 
 
1. If you are coming from the Natomas area, 

exit on Q Street, instead of exiting at J 
street. The route will affect L Street from 
9th to 18th. 

2. If you are coming from East Reno or El 
Dorado Hills, exit on 10th Street, due to 
15th Street being closed. Turn Right on Q 
Street and then Left on 13th. 
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Mother’s Day 

At the worship services on Mother's Day, May 12, we will celebrate the gifts of women, and 
we'll express gratitude for the women in our lives who have shaped and transformed us. Join  
us as we listen to women of our congregation tell us of women in their lives who inspired and 
shaped their faith/character and direction of their lives, and also share thoughts on the calling  
of women to heal and transform the world. 

Just in Time for Mother’s Day 

New this month at the Equal Exchange fair trade sale on Sunday, May 12, is a new 
flavor of organic chocolate bar … Dark Chocolate with Coconut Milk.  Described 
as “rich and creamy …with coconut sugar and coconut milk … offers heavy notes 
of caramel and toasted coconut,” this new offering  has already received excellent 
reviews.  Only $3 a bar … try one and let us know what you think!  Also, all re-
maining cans of dark baking chocolate and bags of semi-sweet chocolate chips  
continue to be on sale for 20% off the regular prices.   
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LISTENING 

 
 
 
 

During our Lenten listening practice during worship, we asked people to jot down their 
thoughts, to allow themselves to deepen their listening and also to inspire others who might  
read their ponderings. Here's some of those thoughts:  
(Thank you to Lita Munich for compiling these) 
 

If wisdom speaks in silence, how do I hear her speak though all the noise of my day? 
 

Do not ignore the call for help by those in need. Listen to and acknowledge the needy. Take action and 
give of yourself what you can. Whether it be your time, kindness or financial support. Lend a smile, a 
hug, give something that can offer peace, solace and comfort. There are so many in need in various 
ways. Heed the call. 
 

Jesus is at the gate of our hearts. Can we hear him knocking? 
 

Let us bring Jesus to all through our actions in this colorful and confused world. Jesus is present in 
the seeming chaos of 21st Century life. As Always. 
 

Silence is a blessing, clearing the mind of needless, meaningless, clutter. 
 

Wisdom is right at our fingertips - we just need to literally stop and listen with humility. It will find us. 
 

I am thankful today for the relationship between/among faith, courage and hope. Have faith but also 
the courage to hope. 
 

We can be healed through honest prayer. The Divine is in all of us. 
 

God's power for forgiveness is stronger than our weakness and arrogance to hold on to our pain. 
 

The lens of love helps me see through pain as I hope to gain wisdom from life's rebukes. 
 

Wisdom cries out in the street.  Wisdom is female and she is sidelined to the busy street corner,  
peripheralized to the city gates... invisible. We don't always seek Wisdom but she is there and she says 
"One way or another I will make my words known to you". 
 

I really felt God was with me today. 
 

Do we look for Jesus in the mundane? Or do we only look for him on Sunday. The world is so full of 
pain - help me to help where and when I can. 
 

Healing comes when we reveal the whole truth. God, help me strengthen my connection to you and 
your truth. 
 

Listening and praying come to the spirit through music - hymns that are sung in quietude, that gentle-
ness buffers the clanging of a noisy, stressful world. 
 

I don't know how long I will live - how many days are left to me, so each day, each hour is more and 
more precious to me as I reach the end. All I wish to do with the time I have left to me, is to serve my  
God in the best way I know how...Thanks be to God. 
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Madison Crook is a recent graduate from Sonoma State University with a bachelor ’s degree in 
Vocal Performance.  She is involved in two choirs in Sacramento: Sacramento Choral Society and 
Schola Cantorum at Sacred Heart Church. Along with singing, she enjoys playing the piano, reading, 
and traveling. 
 
Jonathan Miller is the husband of  Joanna Miller. He is a instructional designer with Ellie Mae. 
His hobbies include music, hiking, and disc golf.  
 
Joanna Miller is a painter. Jonathan and her are parents to Matthew. Her interests are ar t, 
music, cooking, and gardening.  
 
Robert Anderson is a now retired. He is the husband of Eliza Yam.  
 
Eliza Yam works for the State of California. She and her husband enjoy attending the 
traditional Sunday service. 

New 
Members 

 
Westminster Woods (located in Occidental, CA) invites campers from  
2nd to 12th grade to come and revel in the life-changing gifts of God  
by being loved unconditionally, laughing uncontrollably and growing  
unexpectedly. The Woods is the perfect environment to explore and  
enjoy being young -- connecting, reflecting, discovering, and growing.  

SUMMER SCHEDULE CHANGE COMING 
 
Starting on Sunday, June 2, Westminster will be combining both services 
into one service that will be at 10 am.  This will continue through Sunday, 
September 1. The schedule will go back to the two separate services the  
following week on September 8. 
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This year, Westminster will again be participating in the Sacramento LGBT Pride Festival on the 
weekend of June 8th and 9th.  Our congregation has always been accepting of people regardless of 
race, nationality, age, gender, or sexual orientation, and our presence at this event is an important part 
of our outreach into the community.  
 
Sacramento Pride is the preeminent LGBTQ community  
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer(LGBTQ) 
community event in the region. The 18,000-person festival 
produced by the Sacramento LGBT Community Center 
takes place the second weekend in June each year as the 
largest community engagement program of the year. It is 
designed as a safe, welcoming, and affirming experience 
that celebrates diversity and commemorates the Stonewall 
riots that ignited the modern LGBTQ rights movement. 
 
We need members of our church to march in the Parade, 
and to be present at a booth during the festival. The parade 
starts at 11 a.m. on Sunday June 9th, but we need to be at 
the starting point no later than 10:30 a.m. The booth will 
be set up at the festival grounds on Capitol Mall between 

3rd and 7th streets. Details for the parade will be forthcoming. 
 
The booth will have flyers and buttons to give to people as they stop by. It will be a wonderful  
opportunity to let the LGBTQ community know that we love and support them. The festival is two 
days this year, and we need enough volunteers to staff the booth for both Saturday and Sunday.  
Those who agree to take a shift at the booth will receive free entry into the festival.  If you want to 
march with us in the parade or would like to sign up for a shift at the booth (or both!), please contact 
Joseph Gormley at 916-475-8649 or jgormley69@comcast.net. For more information about the    
parade and festival, visit the Sac Pride website: sacramentopride.org. 

Join Westminster in Celebrating 
Sacramento LGBTQ Pride 

What exactly were the Stonewall Riots? 
Fed up with constant police harassment and social discrimina-
tion, angry patrons and neighborhood residents hung around 
outside of the Stonewall Inn,  a gay club located in Greenwich 
Village in New York City, rather than disperse, becoming in-
creasingly agitated as the events unfolded and people were ag-
gressively manhandled. At one point, an officer hit a lesbian 
over the head as he forced her into the paddy wagon - she shout-
ed to onlookers to act, inciting the crowd to begin throw pen-
nies, bottles, cobble stones, and other objects at the police. 
 

Within minutes, a full-blown riot involving hundreds of people 
began. The police, a few prisoners, and a Village Voice writer  
 

mailto:jgormley69@comcast.net?subject=Sac%20Pride
https://sacramentopride.org/
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barricaded themselves in the bar, which the mob attempted to set on fire after breaching the barricade 
repeatedly.  
 

The fire department and a riot squad were eventually able to douse the flames, rescue those inside     
Stonewall, and disperse the crowd. But the protests, sometimes involving thousands of people, con-
tinued in the area for five more days, flaring up at one point after the Village Voice published its ac-
count of the riots. 
 
Though the Stonewall uprising didn’t start the gay rights movement, it was a galvanizing force for 
LGBTQ political activism, leading to numerous gay rights organizations, including the Gay Libera-
tion Front, Human Rights Campaign, GLAAD (formerly Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defama-
tion), and PFLAG(formerly Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), . 
 
In 2016, President Barack Obama designated the site of the riots - Stonewall Inn, Christopher Park, 
and the surrounding streets and sidewalks - a national monument in recognition of the area’s  
contribution to gay and human rights. 

 
 
Jack Nordman                                                                               Rio American High School 
 
 
 
 
Erika Nordman  American River College  
   Erika finishers her two years and will be attending  
   UC Davis in the fall on an athletic scholarship for the  
  Hammer Throw. 
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Bailey Jones  Brown University 
   Bailey graduates with a double BA major, Public  
   Health and Classics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Jumper  UC San Diego 
   Emily graduates with a BS in Sociology.  
 
 
 
 
 
Elaine Romano  Princeton University 
   Elaine graduates with a AB in History and a  
   Certificate in Visual Arts.  
 
 
 
 
 
Celeste Romano  UC Los Angeles 
   Celeste graduates with an MS in Epidemiology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Eric Hargreaves  UC Davis 
   Eric graduates with an BS in Micro Biology.  



MAY,  2019  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME DATED MATERIAL 

(916)442-8939 

www.westminsac.org 

Ed Vlaanderen - editor 

ed@westminsac.org 

Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following 

Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and  

promoting peace and justice. 

 

 
  

W ESTMINSTER 
Presbyterian Church 

1300 N Street, Sacramento Ca., 95814 
916-442-8939 
www.westminsac.org 

https://www.westminsac.org/
mailto:ed@westminsac.org
https://www.westminsac.org/

