
 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE FOR April 18, 2021 

 

PRELUDE                                                                    Brad Slocum 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                   Pastor Wes 
Just like the first disciples, we gather again, with 
expectations that God will meet us here today. 
Jesus appears again in our midst and greets us with peace. 
Don’t be frightened, let no doubts arise in your hearts. 
Jesus walks among us still, and opens our minds to 
understand. 
And so we gather to celebrate resurrection’s fruits: 
repentance and forgiveness. 
All: We are witnesses of these things. Let us Worship God.  

(based on 
Luke 24) 

HYMN OF PRAISE         Behold, Bless 
Ye the Lord 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                             Pastor Wes 
The resurrected Christ has come into our midst inviting us to  
repentance and forgiveness. Our journeys have taken us far  
from God, but the hospitality of Christ welcomes us home. 
Let us confess our sin. 

 

  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) Pastor Wes 
Welcoming God, we confess that we have journeyed far from  
you. We have traveled far from your love and justice. We  
have neglected the stranger in our midst. And we have   
doubted your presence with us. Help us to see the way you  
have set for us in Christ. Restore us to a life of mutuality, love 
and justice for all. Amen. 

 

  
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Pastor Wes 
The welcoming grace of God is sure for each and for all. Our  
dwelling place in God is secure. Receive the forgiveness of 
God and be restored to right relation with God and one 
another.  
Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

  
PASSING CHRIST’S PEACE Pastor Wes 
As our Lord gives peace to us,  
let us share this peace with each other saying,  
“The peace of Christ be with you.” 
And also with you. 
Let us exchange words and signs of peace. 

  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                     Pastor Wes 
  
CHILDREN’S TIME TO SHINE                                       Pastor Wes 
  
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION    Sharyl Stevens 
God of the Word, open our hearts and minds, and give us the  
courage to hear your Word as we read the words of Scripture  
today. By the power of your Spirit, illuminate our paths. Amen. 

 

  
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING        Acts 3:12-19 Sharyl 
When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise 
you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this 
man walk? The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has 
glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned 
him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy 
and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the 
author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. By faith 
in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is 
Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, 
as you can all see. 
“Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. But 
this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, saying that 
his Messiah would suffer. Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord…  

 
ANTHEM          Lord, Make Me An Instrument 

of Your Peace 
 
 

 



 

 

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING                           Luke 24:36b-49 Rola Al Ashkar 
While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said 
to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled and frightened, thinking they 
saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in 
your minds? Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. And while they still did 
not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate 
it in their presence. He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with 
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things. 

 
SERMON                          Rola 
  
A MOMENT FOR REFLECTION 
  
PRAYERS FOR WESMINSTER AND THE WORLD                       Sharyl 
  
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING   Rola 
  
OFFERTORY  

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Rola 
  
SONG     Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers  

  
BENEDICTION                                                                              Rola 



 

 

  
CHARGE                                                                                          Sharyl 
Go in courage and peace, proclaiming the risen Lord to all.  
Be those who bring hope and justice to a hungry and hurting 
world. And let the witness of your lives be a testimony to the 
work of the Holy Spirit in this world. 

 

  
POSTLUDE                                                                                      Brad 

 


