Westminster’s 3rd Annual All Church PICNIC
June 22, 2019 | 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
William Land Park
(Near the zoo & across from Funderland)
On June 22 at William Land Park, Westminster will have
its Annual Church Picnic! It will be in the same place as
previous picnics, near the zoo, across from Funderland,
and adjacent to Fairytale town. The congregation does not
have to bring anything other than themselves! Right now
we are taking reservations, please contact the office if you
would like to be a part of this wonderful fun filled day!

Paul Maltby & Terry Bowman
enjoy the Church Picnic last year.

Reminder:
Summer Worship Service Schedule Change

S

tarting on Sunday, June 2, Westminster will be combining
both services into one service that will be at 10 a.m. This will continue through Sunday, September 8. The schedule will go back to
the two separate services the following week on September 15.
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Wes’ Wonderings

W

es is wandering about Scotland and other Foreign lands on a sabbatical
for the remainder of the summer, beginning June 1st. He will return to the
office on September 1st and to the pulpit on September 8th, which will
coincide with our final combined summer service.

Introducing Jeff Richards, our Summer Supply Pastor

A

s I told those gathered at both worship services on Music Appreciation
Sunday, I am excited and honored to work and worship with you. I distinctly
remember being filled with thanksgiving for this church as I walked through
the Narthex a couple years ago for an important community-wide event. The
organizers for the most recent Poor People’s Campaign were getting us ready
to protest for equitable treatment of those oppressed in our society. The Spirit
-led movement for justice and the peace of Christ stirs my soul. It’s for this
reason I happily agreed to serve among you throughout the Summer as I
continue my chaplain career. A Northern Californian since birth, I moved to Sacramento in 2004.
My wife Kathleen and I live in Midtown and enjoy having friends and family nearby, and walking
the neighborhood’s tree-lined streets.
I’m still working out my schedule, but I know I’ll be in the office on Tuesdays. I can be reached by
contacting Samantha in the office and email at jeffreyorichards@gmail.com. More than likely you
can also find me at the wonderful little Barrio coffee shop across from the sanctuary. I look forward
to getting to know you.

Preachers and Lay Readers for June
June 2
7th Sunday of Easter
Preacher - Garry Cox
Lay Readers - Marc Narlesky
Doug Griebner

June 16
Trinity Sunday
Preacher - Jeff Richards
Lay Readers - Jen Cox
Carol Merritt

June 9
Pentecost Sunday
Preacher - Richard Pearson
Lay Readers - Sam Stefanki
Lisa Pruitt

June 23
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
Preacher - Jeff Richards
Lay Readers - Mikel Nalley
Allyson Sage

June 30
3rd Sunday after Pentecost
Preacher - Tom Sisterson
Lay Readers - Don Houser
Jill Sherrill

MAY 2019

Page 3

P

ut a Rainbow Pin in Your Pride Planning Calendar: Come out!
and cheer for All Voices Choral Project (AVCP), directed by Lee
Hoffman, featuring Gordon Zerkel, Elise Savoy and over 20 singers,
as we perform for Sacramento Pride at 11:50 am, Sunday, June 9,
Thunder Valley Pride Stage at 3rd & Capitol. Tell your family,
friends, co-workers, baristas, florists, and public Transport drivers....In addition to choral songs, Brighter Than the Sun by Colbie
Caillat, Resilience By Abbie Betinis, Together We Are by Brian Tate
and Stonewall Nation: We Will Be Free by Madeline D. Davis,
arranged by Lee Hoffman, you get to enjoy solo performances by
local singer-songwriters.

For more info, contact Lee Hoffman at 916-622-5516 and visit: www.allvoiceschoralproject.org/.

T

his year’s Summer Mission Trip through Sierra Service Project (SSP) will be
off to Smith River, CA, June 30 – July 6, 2019. The youth who will be going are:
Nyana Ballard, Sasha Ballard, Branden Cannon, Xander Day-Wright, Bridget
Fitzpatrick, Marionna Johnson, William Pruitt-Herbert, Isaiah Terrell, Israel
Terrell, Iyana Terrell along with Lisa Pruitt & Nancy Stuck (Stephanie Terrell’s
Mom), as counselors who will be driving the two vans.
SSP has been serving Smith River and Del Norte County for the past years. Del Norte County with
only 28,000 residents, SSP has made a big impact in this beautiful and very rural area. Past projects
have been with residents and organizations in the coastal towns of Smith River, Fort Dick, and
Crescent City as well as inland, in Hiouchi & Gasquet. Del Norte County’s poverty rate is more than
20% and is one of the poorest counties in our state. The youth work with the entire community, including some families who are tribal members. In 2017, the youth completed 24 projects for homeowners and community organizations. A few of the projects include building wheelchair ramps,
stairs, woodsheds, porches, awnings, fences, compost bens at local community gardens, etc.
Some of this year’s names of staff at Smith River are familiar to the youth who went to Smith River
in 2017. Come and meet the staff from SSP on Sunday, June 9, as they participate in our service.
If you would like to send a card, and who does not like
receiving mail, please mail it by Monday, July 1 to:
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VBS Opportunities
VBS HELP NEEDED

H

elp Needed: High school students to work VBS and earn a stipend for the
week. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Diana or Mark for full
details. You must be able to work June 17-21 from 8:30 - 12:30 assisting with the
children and their teachers.

TO MARS and BEYOND...SUPPLIES NEEDED

V

acation Bible School is just around the corner which starts on June 17... our theme
is To Mars and Beyond. In preparation for this great event, June 9, there will be an
opportunity for the congregation to get involved with and help the VBS staffers during
the coffee hour at 11:00 in the Patio Room...we'll set up a table and there will be lots of
little jobs, like: cutting patterns, ribbons, sharpening pencils, checking markers, and the
like. It's a way to involve the congregation and anyone with a heart for the children to
get involved on a smaller scale and experience the joy of being in community...and we
could sure use you!
If you have any posters of planets, robots, space books, astronaut costumes, rockets,
heavy duty sheets of cardboard, black lights, Christmas lights (preferably blinking ones)
that we can borrow for VBS we'd very much appreciate being able to borrow them for
the week of June 17-21.

HELP GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT WESTMINSTER’S
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

H

elp spread the word about Vacation Bible School here at Westminster! It's the
community's best-kept secret. Let your neighbors know, pick up a door hanger and put
them around your place of employment or places you frequent. Perhaps, share it on Facebook or Next Door. Give someone who could use a 3 hour break from their children a
time of respite- For more details contact: diana@westminsac.org
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PENTECOST OFFERING TO
SUPPORT CHILDREN
AND YOUTH

O

n Pentecost Sunday, June 9, we will have a

new opportunity to support children and youth
through a special offering. 40% of this offering
will be retained by Westminster for such youth
programs as our mission trips, summer camp
scholarships, Young Adult Volunteers, Youth
Triennium Program candidates or to support
programs for children or youth in our community. 25% of the Pentecost Offering supports the
Young Adult Volunteer program nationwide.
Another 25% will support youth ministries nationwide. The remaining 10% will support the
“Educate a Child, Transform the World” national initiative which challenges Presbyterians to
better the lives of one million children by 2020.
Westminster has a long tradition of supporting
children and youth in our church family and in
the community. The Pentecost Offering provides another opportunity for our church family
to continue that tradition in a way where we
can witness the concrete results of our giving
through the faith formation of our children and
youth.

T

2019 Per Capita Approved

E

ach year, per capita brings
Presbyterians together. Based on
the number of members in one’s
presbytery, per capita dollars pay
for General Assembly, the Synod,
the Presbytery, and the pastoral
emergency care fund. This year,
the Presbytery of Sacramento’s
per capita is $29.50.

Diaper Donation Drive

he Westminster Deacons are collecting diapers to donate to Opening Doors a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization focused on assisting refugees and victims of human
trafficking resettling in the Sacramento region. Disposable diapers of all sizes are
needed, and donations can be full, unopened packages OR single diapers. Having
donated diapers means these families can spend their extremely limited resources on
other needs, such as rent. Please drop your donations off in the collection bin in the
downstairs lobby, through the month of June.
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MINISTRY TEAM LEADERSHIP 2019
Administration - Rob McCarthy
Christian Ed. - Michele Hobza, Jan Stefanki
Membership - Allyson Sage
Mission Outreach - Dick Waugh, Mark Swanson
Stewardship - Peter Tiedemann, Lynn Bartlett
Personnel - Maria Thomas, Chris Knowdell

Worship - Cheryl Stewart
Clerk of Sessions - Sharyl Stevens
Moderator of Deacons - Robin Thompson & Maureen McMahan
Presbytery Commissioners - Sharyl Stevens, Gordon Zerkel & Lynn Bartlett

JEAN HARLOW, R.N. RETIRING AS
WESTMINSTER’S DIRECTOR OF
HEALTH MINISTRY

S

ince August 24, 2003, Jean Harlow, R.N.,
has served the congregation of Westminster
Presbyterian as the Director of Health
Ministry. Many of also know her as the
greeter who meets us at the door of the
Sanctuary after each Sunday service. This
year she is retiring from her role as Director
of Health Ministry and we thank her for
the blessing of her service.
As we express our gratitude and appreciation
for her invaluable contribution to our
church community, we must take up the
challenge of replacing her and insure that
the Health Ministry continues to serve

the health concerns of here at Westminster.
The Health Ministry needs new participants as
well as a new Director to support the services
which the ministry provides, including bloodpressure screenings, visitation with members
whose health issues prevent them from attending services or who may be hospitalized and
need transportation.
If you feel that you might be able to serve your
congregation by participating in this valuable
Westminster Ministry, please contact Mikel
Nalley at (916)995-8489. Your service to our congregation would be greatly appreciated.
ssss
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T

his year, Westminster will again participate in the Sacramento LGBT Pride Festival on the
weekend of June 8 and 9. Our congregation has always been accepting of people regardless of race,
nationality, age, gender, or sexual orientation, and our presence at this event is an important part of
our outreach into the community.
Sacramento Pride is the preeminent Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer(LGBTQ) community event in the region.
The 18,000 person festival is produced by the Sacramento
LGBT Community Center, a registered 501-c-3 nonprofit organization, that provides year-round programs and services
for the LGBTQ community.

community.

The Sacramento LGBT Community Center works to create a
region where LGBTQ people thrive. They support the health
and wellness of the most marginalized, advocate for equality
and justice, and work to build a culturally rich LGBTQ

We need members of our church to march in the Parade on Sunday, June 9. The parade starts at 11
a.m. on Sunday June 9, but we need to be at the starting point no later than 10:30 a.m.
The booth will have flyers and buttons to give to people as they stop by. It will be a wonderful
opportunity to let the LGBTQ community know that we love and support them. The festival is two
days this year, and we need enough volunteers to staff the booth for both Saturday and Sunday.
Those who agree to take a shift at the booth will receive free entry into the festival.
If you want to march with us in the parade or would like to sign up for a shift at the booth (or both!),
please contact Joseph Gormley at 916-475-8649 or jgormley69@comcast.net. For more information

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!

J oin us at Raley Field on Friday, July 26, as the River Cats take
on the Tacoma Rainiers at 7:05 p.m. Westminster has a block of
seats along the third baseline (so we won’t be looking into the
sun) and there are plenty of tickets available! There will be live
music and $2 off craft beers in the Knee Deep Alley from 5:00
p.m. to 6:00 p.m., postgame fireworks, and of course, orange
Sactown jerseys!
Tickets are $16 each and order forms can be picked up from the
church office.

WESTMINSTER
Presbyterian Church

1300 N Street, Sacramento Ca., 95814
916-442-8939
www.westminsac.org

JUNE, 2019
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
TIME DATED MATERIAL
(916)442-8939
www.westminsac.org
Ed Vlaanderen - editor
ed@westminsac.org

Our Mission Statement:
Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following
Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and
promoting peace and justice.

