
A Common Statement on Racism, Advocacy for Black Women and 
Girls, and the 224th General Assembly (2020) 

 

Even as our denomination, during GA #224, acknowledged the painful 
realities of systemic racism that exists within our denomination, we 
continue to be reminded of our own short-sightedness.  Past 
Moderators speak out about the exclusion of concern for Black women 
and girls and  challenge us to be courageous in pursuit of justice on 
their behalf. 

 

 

Racial Justice Resources 
 
An updated and curated list of: worship resources, policy 
statements, recommended books and training & discussion 
materials.  From PC(USA). 
 

 
 

 

Battling Loneliness & Remedying Social Isolation– a resource from 
Presbytery of Sacramento’s Health & Older Adult Ministry  

 

We are in a very challenging time right now. We care deeply 
about your health both mental and physical. In addition to the 
wonderful submissions to earlier newsletters, your team on 
Health & Aging offers suggestions to battle loneliness and 
remedy social isolation. 

 

 

 

New Members to be Welcomed at Special Meeting of 
Presbytery of Sacramento 
Look for the call to this special Stated Meeting of Presbytery of 
Sacramento to be held, Saturday, July 25 beginning at 9 am.  The call, 
with the Zoom registration link, will be emailed from our Stated Clerk, 
Rev. Nancy Clegg this week.  Please register by July 22.  

 
 

 

 
These are stories of new ministries, ideas, best practices, and 
more coming from our congregations even as justice issues 
and  COVID 19 dominates the landscape.  Please share your 
faith community’s “Silver Lining” story by emailing it to 
Shelley, smitchell@sacpresby,org.  Include a photo or two 
so we can see you in action or provide a link to your 
resource.   

 
Eventide Community Disaster Response Ministries– Do Small 
Things with Great Love 
Eventide may be small, but we are mighty. I am reminded of the passage from John’s 
Gospel, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”   
We wanted to give you all the small and mighty ways we are doing ministry in this 
season of the pandemic. They may be small, but they are making a big difference! 
The light is shining in the darkness!  

                
Candy and Ed are working 24 hours a week at the Food Bank. 
When the Corona virus hit, the food lines increased and yet the food 
bank could no longer allow volunteers to work short shifts. Candy and 
Ed are now there, three days a week for an 8-hour shift, providing 
meals for those who are unemployed. 
 
Marsha noticed that the garden beds at our Arden 
Campus were not being planted, so she went into 

green thumb action! Every afternoon she is weeding, watering, and 
tending the gardens she has planted with hopes to be able to give the 
food to those in need. 

 
Jeanie has supported our Doctors, Nurses and 
Hospital workers with deliveries of dinners once a week. A 
home cooked meal can taste delicious after working to support patients 
all day. 
 
Maggie, as the Volunteer Manager at Kaiser Hospital 
usually manages over 600 volunteers. When the hospital 

went on lock down, all those volunteers were furloughed. Maggie now 
connects patients with family members and Doctors with a brigade of I 
PADS.  

 
Nancy has connected so many by her cards and phone calls. How 
many of us are absolutely cheered by her joyous and caring voice on 
the phone?  
 
Lisa represents so many in our nation who have had to 
become teachers as well as parents. We all are awed at 

her patience creativity and tenacity at tackling subjects like math to help 
her kids. 

  
Linda realized that patients in Assisted Living Centers 
are not able to receive visitors, and so began a note writing campaign, 
sending notes of love to those in the nursing and assisted living homes.  
 
Carol is at home crocheting up a storm, creating beautiful afghans 
for babies. Carol donates her beautiful handiwork 
to Loaves and Fishes downtown, a beautiful gift for 

a precious child. Thank you, Carol! 
 
And, we cannot forget our brothers and sisters in Nicaragua, 
who are in a dire economic crisis. We are supporting our school faculty in Leon, which 
would have had to close without our help. The teachers and staff are receiving no 
salary and what we were able to send was a Godsend. They write: 
 
Pastora Juanita,  
We the teachers from Cepad school wants to say thank you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus 
reigns over you and your congregation. We had a valuable economical help from you, so it 
was possible that teachers were able to buy everything related to their food and medicine 
to stay firm in this difficult time that the world is facing. 
Thank you so much.  With love, Cristhiam  
 
Small Things with Great Love changes the world. I love the quote from Margaret 
Meade, “Never doubt that one person can change the world, indeed it is the only thing 
that ever has.”  
 
With Love and Courage, Jeanie 

 

Worship Opportunity for All Congregations- Offers a Much Needed and 
Deserved Pause for Clergy. 

In recognition of the many added demands upon the time and energy 
of clergy, the Synod of Northern New England and the 223rd GA Co-
Moderator, the Rev. Cindy Kolhman, have prepared and recorded a 
complete worship service for your use on any Sunday this 
summer.  This also provides a way to connect across our geographic 
locations and experience the oneness of Christ’s people throughout 

our Presbyteries and across the nation.  We are the church, together! 
 
Below are the links for resources related to the worship service prepared for July 5, 
2020 (can be used anytime). Permission is granted to use them for the purpose of 
worship for any congregation. 
 
Google Drive video 

YouTube video 

PDF Short Bulletin 

PDF Complete Bulletin 

Hymn Texts 

Sermon Text 

 

 

Free Webinars on Church Health 

Healthy Churches / PneuMatrix / Presbyterian Foundation free webinars continue 
each Thursday at 8 am Pacific. Content will be focused on 
meeting the practical needs of congregations facing our 
current challenges.  Join the webinars at https://zoom.us/
j/9797655080.  

 
 

 

 

PC(USA): Coronavirus/COVID-19 
Resource Center  An update to the  

comprehensive offering covering all PC(USA) 
agencies including leadership, worship, 
engagement opportunities, financial, spiritual & 
mental health, and other resources. 
 

State of California’s Coronavirus (Covid-19) Response Website 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings:  July 7 & 21: Clergy Zoom Gathering 
 

Ministry Opportunity 

DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRY 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

 Sacramento 

job description 

Coronavirus/Covid 19 

Resources 

 

It was historic.  The first General Assembly 
completely by teleconference.  The Business 
Meeting was connected and conducted via 
Zoom meeting platform.  Live stream was 
available via the GA website and on 

Facebook, Spirit of GA.  It was the first such meeting of this size of any mainline 
denomination done all online.  And the organizers, producers, leadership, Co-
moderators, Stated Clerk, and many others all called it a great success.  And I 
personally applaud Tricia Dykers Koenig, Associate Director of Mid Council 
Relations, who served as the Parliamentarian with expertise and grace. 
 
The General Assembly elected new Co-Moderators:  RE Elona Street-Stewart, 
Executive of the Synod of Lakes and Prairies and TE Gregory Bentley, Pastor of 
Fellowship Presbyterian Church in Huntsville, Alabama.  Most of the business was 
referred to the 225th General Assembly in 2022, leaving only essential business for 
three plenary sessions for this GA.  Stated Clerk TE J. Herbert Nelson was reelected 
for another four year term by 94% of commissioners.  Statements on COVID-19, 
Racial Injustice, Native American churches, and the Poor Peoples' Campaign 
highlighted discussion and action on the part of the church.  Budgetary decisions 
were made that reflect an adjustment significantly lower because of the impact of 
COVID-19, and a slight Per Capita increase was approved bringing it to $8.98 per 
member for 2021 and 2022.  Those of us concerned with the status and standing of 
San Francisco Theological Seminary since their merger with the University of 
Redlands watched the discussion carefully.  The Co-Moderators will convene 
meetings of S.F.T.S. with the Committee on Theological Education (C.O.T.E.) to 
mediate their dispute regarding the seminary's standing with the denomination.  
Other items of interest that were addressed by this Assembly can be found on  
pres-outlook.org or oga.pcusa.org or pc-biz.org. 
 

The business our two presbyteries were most concerned about was the Overture of 
the Synod of the Pacific to combine Sacramento and Stockton Presbyteries to form 
North Central California Presbytery.  The overture was put on the referral list for 
2022, but was expedited by the approval of Overture 00-19:  Establishing an 
Administrative Commission on Mid Councils which is given the authority to act on 
behalf of the GA with Synods to change presbytery boundaries, and will act on the 
overture of our Synod hopefully in the near future. 
 

Our Commissioners did an outstanding job!  
Thank you Stockton Commissioners TE 
Joshua Trautmann (Geneva, Modesto) and 
RE Bill Stigile (Grace, Lodi) and Sacramento 
Commissioners TE Jeri Viera Dahlke (At 
Large Member) and RE Peg Vanderkar 
(Federated, Placerville) and Young Adult 
Advisory Delegate Greg Kristian (GKI, 
Sacramento).  We caught both Joshua and  
 

Peg on screen with motion and question!  
Certainly, a new experience, and hopefully 
meaningful and spiritually enriching. 

HISTORIC 224TH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY IN SUMMARY 
REV. NANCY CLEGG 

 

A resource to connect with each other as we serve together in the name of Christ 

FROM LAMENT TO HOPE:  LEANING INTO THESE TIMES 
REV. DR. MARY WESTFALL 
 
There seems to be a common theme as I talk to clergy, lay leaders, friends across 
our newly forming North Central California Presbytery.  So many are feeling weary 
and worn, anxious about the new uptick in COVID19 cases, disappointed that it may 
be many more months before we can safely gather for public worship, fatigued by 
the on-going isolation, grieving over the violence and injustices facing Black people.  
So many weighty emotions.  We may find ourselves wanting to join in the lament of 
the Psalmist: 

How long oh Lord? Will you forget me forever?                                                                                
How long will you hide your face from me?  How long must I bear pain in my soul 

and have sorrow in my heart all the day?  - Psalm 13:1-2 

These are unsettling times and perhaps our most 
honest prayer is to cry out “how long, God, how 
long?”  Despite the discomfort it may cause, lament 
is a crucial aspect of spiritual growth and 
transformation.  It is part of the process of 
reconstructing meaning after the disorienting effects 
of suffering. To cry out to God in our pain is an act of 
bold faith, recognizing that brokenness in our world 
or in our lives is not what God has intended since the 
foundation of the earth. Scriptures continually reveal 
God’s desire for creation to be whole and healed, for 
humanity to thrive and live abundantly.  To protest 
and rail against the pains of our world is possible 

because of who we understand God to be, a just, merciful, compassionate, ever-
present Creator and Sustainer.  This is the source of true hope. With courage we 
dare rail against the injustices, opening ourselves to our need for God.  Lament is a 
path back to God in order to claim the healing and promise that brings us back to 
life.  From lament to hope: 

But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.                                      
I will sing unto God, because God has dealt bountifully with me. –Psalm 13:5-6 

Into this most unusual time God continues to move, blessing us with sunshine and 
bird song, nourishing us with companions and laughter, comforting us with healing 
and peace.  Into this most unusual time God is doing a new thing as we become 
North Central California Presbytery, an enlarged faith community seeking to live the 
gospel, make disciples, pursue justice and compassion, live into hope.  We are not 
alone.  We are created for community and we can lean into these times, together, 
God’s beloved people, carrying within us the very imprint and image of God. What a 
moment to bear witness and reclaim our calling as Christ’s living body in the world, 
in north central California. 

In the coming weeks and months we will pray for each other, connect through zoom, 
begin envisioning our shared work, celebrate the Presbytery we are becoming.  
Thanks be to the love of God, the grace and mercy of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and 
companionship of the Holy Spirit.  Might our honest tears and lamentations give way 
to profound gratitude and praise, that we might, even now, be used for a holy 
purpose, glorifying God and being a blessing to others.   
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“...lament is a 

crucial aspect of 

spiritual growth 

and 

transformation.”  

Mary Westfall 

https://medium.com/@breyeschow/a-common-statement-on-racism-advocacy-for-black-women-and-girls-and-the-224th-general-assembly-9dcff36516ea
https://medium.com/@breyeschow/a-common-statement-on-racism-advocacy-for-black-women-and-girls-and-the-224th-general-assembly-9dcff36516ea
https://www.pcusa.org/racial-justice-resources/
https:/www.sacpresby.org/mediaview.asp?id=633
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/Resources/COVID-19-Resources/Worship-Services#gomenu0e802452d7
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/LinkClick.aspx?link=https%3a%2f%2fdrive.google.com%2ffile%2fd%2f1HXEKPugbkMLjraxTQxXGARQKZL1Kw5kF%2fview&tabid=161&portalid=0&mid=660
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/LinkClick.aspx?link=https%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3dxwFiD4xpo84%26t%3d1967s&tabid=161&portalid=0&mid=660
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/Portals/0/Documents/Resources/COVID-19/5th%20Sunday%20After%20Pentecost%20Short%20Bulletin.pdf?ver=2020-06-27-150528-120
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/Portals/0/Documents/Resources/COVID-19/5th%20Sunday%20After%20Pentecost%20Complete%20Bulletin%20Final.pdf?ver=2020-06-27-150437-807
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/Portals/0/Documents/Resources/COVID-19/Hymn%20texts.pdf?ver=2020-06-27-150612-137
https://www.presbyteryofboston.org/Portals/0/Documents/Resources/COVID-19/July%205%20sermon.pdf?ver=2020-06-27-161751-147
http://chchurches.org/webinar-being-the-church-in-the-midst-of-the-crisis/
https://zoom.us/j/9797655080
https://zoom.us/j/9797655080
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
https://www.pcusa.org/covid19/
https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://faithpresby.org/?page_id=7027
mailto:news@sacpresby.org
http://www.sacpresby.org/
mailto:webmaster@sacpresby.org?subject=unsubscribe

