
A Sanctified Art is a group of artists and pastors who created a ministry to support 
worshiping communities in integrating art and creativity into their spiritual practic-
es. They shared this benediction from their Those Who Dream Advent theme and we 
wanted to share it with you:  
 

As you go, 
May you have the strength to dream 

wild dreams of justice, and peace, and joy that overflows. 
May you have the humanity to listen 

to the dreams of others. 
May you have the confidence to trust 

that the God who heard the cries of the Israelites in Egypt hears your dreams as well. 
And may you have the conviction to return 

to this space, for our best dreams are those we dream together. 
In the name of God the original dreamer, 

Jesus the dream come true, 
and the Holy Spirit who enables us to be those who dream, 

go in peace, go in love. Amen. 
 

--Written by Rev. Sarah Are 

Jan. 1 New Year’s Day - Office will be closed 
 
Jan. 3 - John Siden’s Memorial  
 Livestreamed at 3pm  
 
Jan. 10 - Installation & Ordination of Deacons & Elders 
 
Jan. 18 MLK Birthday - Office will be closed   
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Scr ipture readings ,  ser mon t i t les  & themes for January 2021  
 

January 3 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
Arise, Shine! 

 
January 10 

Baptism of the Lord &  
Installation Sunday 

Psalm 29 
Mark 1:4-11 

 
 

January 17  
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

John 1:43-51 
Our Prejudices 

 
January 24 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
Mark 1:14-20 

Who Would You Like God To Smite? 
 

January 31 
Rola Al Ashkar preaching 

Sharing our Faith Journey: Writing a personal Statement of Faith 
 
The third provocative proposal in the Westminster Visioning Report from March 2019 
addresses Spiritual Formation and Education. As the Visioning Team wrote, “We are 
all on a spiritual journey. We are all explorers, pausing from our daily lives to reflect, 
listen, be moved by the spirit and our sacred text, as we care for each other and share 
our gratitude as well as our sorrow. We need to encourage all to become explorers in 
that journey.” Perhaps we have all confronted that exploration in 2020 as in no other 
year before.  
 
One of the goals from the Visioning Team in the Spiritual Formation and Education 
proposal was to encourage each member of the congregation to reflect, adopt and share 
a statement, testimonial, a passage of sacred text, music, or poetry that expresses their 
faith and describes a path forward. If you have a Statement of Faith already, and 
would like to share it with the congregation, we invite you to submit it to the Church 
Office via e-mail or other means. If you would like to work on a Statement of Faith, 
please join us for four brief classes beginning on January 6, 2021 where we can ex-
plore and discuss the process together. The discussion will be led by Pastor Wes and 
Allyson Sage. The topics that will be covered over four weeks will be: 
 

What do I believe about God?  What do I believe about the Church? 
What do I believe about Jesus? What do I believe God has called me to do? 
  

During the season of Lent, you will have the opportunity to share your Statements of 
Faith with the Westminster faith community. We look forward to walking together on 
this journey. 
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Changing of Seasons 
At Westminster 

 
As you know, the church calendar has 
many changes.  Some of the changes are 
visible even during the pandemic.  Litur-
gical colors (typically white, purple, red 
and green) mark the seasons and festivals 
of the Christian year.  When Advent be-
gan (November 29, 2020), the paraments 
were changed to purple. Purple will re-
main until Christmas Eve when the color 
changes to white.  You may not know that 
the person who is behind the parament 
changes and  the training of new para-
ment helpers at Westminster is Sharyl 
Stevens. 
 
Now that we are livestreaming from the 
beautiful Westminster Church Sanctuary, 
that environment was updated for Advent.  

The first change was the color of the altar 
paraments, however, other changes occur 
as well.  On Saturday, December 5, a 
group of Westminster members and rela-
tives arrived at 9:00 a.m. to transform the 
altar area. 
 
The greenery was placed by Carol Blake 
and Judy Foote along the top of the choir 
loft railing (Knox railing) together with 
the large wreath, hung in the middle. 
Large gold bows were fluffed and hung 
along the top of the railing.  The large 
Christmas tree was set up earlier by Lee 
Propps and five smaller trees were put to-
gether by Robert Madrigal.  Naturally, 
not all the lights were working and a new 
tree was added.  The trees were arranged 
on the side of the pulpit to represent a 
natural setting by volunteers Mark Har-
greaves, Ted Yanello, Israel Terrell and 
Isaiah Terrell and organized by Rebecca 
Venegas.  Meanwhile, the poinsettias 
were brought into the sanctuary by Iyana 
Terrell, Samantha Jones, and Estela 
Borrego-Jones.  They were placed in the 
chancel choir area and in the altar area. 
All this action took place with masks in 
place and a careful consideration for 
proper distancing.   
 
Thanks to all our volunteers this year, 
knowing that is was a challenge just to 
come to the church during this pandemic.  
A very special thanks to the office staff 
for all their help during the week and es-
pecially to Rebecca Venegas, Robert 
Madrigal and Brad Slocum. 
 
Judy Foote 
Worship Committee 



E P H E S I A N S  2 : 2 2  

In him you also are being built together into 

a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Westminster  
Presbyterian  

Church  
Updates  

Music  
Update  

Dr. Roger Nyquist 1934-2020  
   
Dr. Roger Nyquist passed away after a brief illness on November 30. He was the organ-
ist at Westminster from 1992 to 1995 and worked with Gil Crane, who was the choir di-
rector at the time.  After leaving Westminster he continued to concertize, record, and 
teach.  

Judi Valleley welcomed a new great-niece, Grace  
Alexandra, born to her nephew Nicholas and wife Sara 
on November 9th in England making her a great-aunt for 
the fourth time. 
 
Congratulations, Judi!  

C O L O S S I A N S  3 : 1 6  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly… 

sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 

A surprise Wunderkind pianist will play a MusicAtNoon livestream concert in January. 
You've never seen a pianist like this one! Stay tuned! - Brad Slocum  
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Alli Ware got engaged on 12/20. Her fiancé‘s name is Paul  
Burkhead. Due to COVID making circumstances uncertain there 
are no immediate plans as to when they will be wed.  The couple 
are happy to be able to share some good news this year and cannot 
wait to start this wonderful journey together!  
 
Congratulations to Alli and Paul! 



P S A L M  3 5 : 1 8  

I will give you thanks in the great assembly; 

    among the throngs I will praise you. 
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To all of my dear friends at Westminster.  I want to thank you for the love and support 
you have given me this past year as I was fighting ovarian cancer with surgery and 
chemotherapy.  You expressed your concern in a variety of ways:  phone calls, cards, 
notes, comments on Caring Bridge, meals, goodies, transportation and, of course, pray-
ers.  Your continuing outreach to me really brightened up my days and kept me moving 
forward.  Thank you, thank you! 
 
My final chemo infusion was on Thursday, December 10.  In January I will have a post
-treatment CT scan to see whether I am cancer free.  I'm feeling confident about the re-
sults. 
 
I am so grateful to be a part of this beautiful and caring community of faith! 
 
My love and appreciation to you all, 
 
Connie Brown 

Dear Church Family,  
 
It is with a blend of sadness and relief 
that I have decided to move back to Chi-
co.   My original plan to move to Pioneer 
House was so I could continue to be with 
my Church Family and many Sacramento 
friends after living in Sacramento for 
over 20 years has been derailed (as have 
all of our lives) by the CORONA 19 virus 
and the serious infections in our city, 
state, country and around the world.  We 
have been locked down at Pioneer House 
as have most other long-term care facili-
ties while you and other places of wor-
ship have also been limited in activi-
ties.  Thus, my opportunity and joy in 

  
 
being together is not currently possible. 
 
I am able to visit with my daughter when 
she brings my groceries to me.  She and I 
sit outside with masks on and 6 feet 
apart.  No visitors can enter the build-
ing.  It is very lonely even though I have 
telephone contact with both my own fam-
ily and some of my Church Family.  My 
sanity has been helped mightily by peri-
odic video chats with some of my family. 
    
My family and I have been concerned by 
my increased isolation.  Cont’d on pg. 6 
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My daughter, her husband and my eldest granddaughter (my roommate on our wonder-
ful Danube River cruise a couple of years ago) have been urging me to move closer to 
them in Chico.  So, that is what have I have decided is wisest for me. I am moving to an-
other senior housing (The Terraces – independent living) I will provide my new address 
and telephone number to our wonderful office staff should you want to contact me.  I’m 
carrying our WPC directory with me so I can connect with you.   
 
It has been such a joy to be part of our Church family.  It was a special blessing to be 
your Faith Community Nurse for over 13 years.  You are my church home for the near 
future.  I have enjoyed worshipping with you virtually. These services have been such a 
blessing to me and others. I hope you continue this venue after we again enjoy in-church 
worship.  This a wonderful outreach for us in our beautiful downtown church.   
 
I will miss you and my talented colleagues on staff.  Wes, you are a rich blessing to each 
of us.  Thank you. 
 
Love and Blessings,  
 
Jean Harlow 
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 Solution 
on pg. 10 



 
 

Remembrances and Recognitions 
Christmas 2020 

 
 
 
Patty & Sahn    In memory of Mom and Dad.                              
Bonnstetter 
  
Patty Fairbanks  In honor of Desmond Fairbanks, Marina Fairbanks,  
     Presley Fairbanks, and Vivian Fairbanks. 
 
Judy & Jack Foote  In memory of Janice & Jack Foote and Dorothy Foote. In 
     memory of Dr. Gene & Kay Braught 
 
Herb Freeman    In memory of Mimi Oblinger Freeman.  
 
Alison Gist    In honor of Dick Gist. 
 
Jean Harlow    Love and blessings to my Church Family.  
  
Bob & Michele Hobza In memory of Robert & Yvonne Morrow (McKnight). In 
     memory Richard & Margaret Hobza. 
 
Judy Jolley    In memory of Karen Marie Burns, my little sister. 
 
Estela Borrego – Jones  Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas.  
 
Mary Lynne Kiesling  In memory of James & David James Kiesling.  
      
Liz, Chris, Laurie,   In memory of Kenneth & Mary Maxwell and   
& Christian Lyser  Ron Maxwell. 
 
Marilyn McCloskey  In memory of  Chester & Olive McCloskey.  
 
Jeanie & Stew    In memory of Sophia Sisters: Barbara Black,  
McCartney   Grace Greenwood, Jean Hansen, Eileen King,   
     Jane Stephens, and Avis Thomas.  
   
Carol Merritt   In honor of Jean Harlow. In memory of Betty Tretheway. 
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Frank & Elizabeth   In memory of Robert & Dawn Dressler, Frank & 
Meyer    Thelma Meyer, and Virginia Sneed. 
 
John “Johhie” Moore In honor of the parents of John (“Johhie”) &   
     Linda Moore. 
 
Tricia Morris   In honor of Bob & Getsy Williams. In memory of Don  
     & Pauline Morris.  
 
The Neel Family  In loving memory of Cammie & Merle. 
 
The Office Staff  In honor of our weekly, bi-weekly, and monthly   
     volunteers. We could not have made it through this year 
     without you! 
 
Hilary Pollock   In honor of my Westminster family. In  memory of  
     William Pollock and Esther Ward.   
 
Don & Joyce Ruthrauff In memory of John Sherbine, Leonard &    
     Eunice Ruthrauff. 
 
Aletha Ware    In honor of all the family that I’m unable to gather with  
     this year. In memory of my brother, David Alston. 
 
Jeff & Robin Thompson In memory of our parents: Don & Pat Thompson and  
     Cliff & Betty Bosley, Lieselotte Marianne Simons, our  
     sister-in-law Rose Thompson, and our friends   
     David Philipson and Susan Raborn. 
 
Randy Young   In memory of Kenneth & Louise Young and    
     Harley & Violet Vaughn 
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J a n u a r y,  2 0 2 1  

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
TIME DATED MATERIAL 
(916) 442-8939 

www.westminsac.org 

Samantha Jones - editor 
secretary@westminsac.org 

Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following Christ’s 

example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and promoting peace 

and justice. 

   

1300 N Street, Sacramento CA  95814 
916-442-8939 
www.westminsac.org 

W ESTMINSTER 
Presbyterian Church 

 

https://www.westminsac.org/
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