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Plan on joining us for our Holy Week services:


Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday (April 14) - together we will celebr ate J esus’ triumphant entry
into Jerusalem with a palm processional during both services. Steve McGough will give a sermon
inspired by the painting, “The Entry of Christ into Brussels in 1889”, completed in 1888 by the
Belgian artist, James Ensor. Steve has a Ph.D. from Stanford University in Art History and the
James Ensor painting was the subject of his dissertation.



Maundy Thursday (April 18) - we will remember Jesus’ final conversations with his disciples.
At a 6:00 p.m. service, we will break bread in remembrance of the Last Supper. The service will
be held in the Social Hall. Reverend John Stevens will offer a Maundy Thursday meditation.



Good Friday (April 19) - a Tenebr ae ser vice will begin at 12:10 p.m. in the Sanctuar y. With
the altar stripped and cross veiled in black, we will extinguish a candle after each reading until we
depart in darkness. The Sanctuary will remain open until 3 p.m. for individual worship and reflection.

And of course, celebrate the joy of Easter morning with us on Sunday, April 17 at the 9 am and/or
the 11 am service. There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the kids following both services in the
Jackson Room!

On April 22, 2019
Westminster
Presbyterian Church
will be closed
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Wes’ Wonderings
APRIL SCRIPTURE
READINGS & THEMES

Love, I thought, is stronger
than death or the fear of death.
Only by it, by love,
Life holds together and advances.
--Ivan Turgenev
Easter is our opportunity to rejoice in love, the love that initiated creation, sustains
creation and transforms creation. Easter reminds us that because of love, death is never
the last word. Love reverberates throughout creation’s cycle of life and death. It is the
force that births new life from the darkness of death.

Sometime before Easter, this season of transformation, the congregation will receive
the Visioning Team’s “God-sized dreams” for Westminster. The Team has been working
very hard, especially in the last month, to put this visioning document together. The Session (governing council) of the church will look it over first and then you should receive
it. We’ll put together some events after Easter where you will be able to respond to the
vision, asking questions and making comments.
Dreaming the dream is the fun part. Next comes the implementation of the dream.
This can be even more satisfying, but will demand, most certainly, a commitment of our
effort and resources.
Thank God, it’s the Easter season. The season of faith and hope. The perfect time to
be living into a dream. I look forward to living that dream with you during Easter and in
the years to come.
Easter peace,

Wes
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Sunday, April 7
5th Sunday in Lent
Psalm 107:23-32
Romans 12:2-12
Finding Your Mystic: Listening
Behind the Voices
Sunday, April 14
Palm Sunday--Triumphal Entry of Jesus
into Jerusalem
Guest preacher--Dr. Stephen McGough
Thursday, April 18
Maundy Thursday Dinner & Worship
with Comunion
6:00pm--Social Hall
John 13:1-17, 31b-35--Rev. John Stevens
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Friday, April 19
Good Friday Tenebrae Service
12:10pm-12:50pm--Sanctuary
Sunday, April 21
Easter Sunday
Isaiah 65:17-25
Luke 24:1-12
A Contrarian's Take on Easter
Sunday, April 28
2nd Sunday of Easter
Guest preacher

Sing with the Chancel Choir at the 11:00 am service on Easter Sunday,
April 21!
What will we sing? The Easter Introit features USAF trumpeters Tom Salyers and Alan Matteri, our
organist Brad Slocum, and the Westminster Ringers Handbell Choir; listen at https://
www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/product-media.jsp?productID=10187710. The anthem Hail the
Day That Sees Him Rise features the USAF trumpeters and organ; listen at https://
www.jwpepper.com/sheet-music/product-media.jsp?productID=10489746. Rehearsals are 7:00-9:00
pm, Thursdays. Contact Lee Hoffman at choir@westminsac.org for more information.

Sing with Lee Hoffman's All Voices Choral Project (AVCP)
at Sacramento Pride on Sunday, June 9!
Rehearsals are 7:00-9:00 pm, Wednesdays, April 17-June 5 here at Westminster. Register at http://
bit.ly/AVCPSacPride. Find out more about All Voices Choral Project at https://
www.allvoiceschoralproject.org/). Our own Gordon Zerkel, Chancel Choir soprano section leader
Elise Savoy and bass section leader Brandon Anderson participated in the first concert of AVCP, entitled each OTHER, held at Sacramento City College (concert video https://youtu.be/tV9ITkSrJZc).
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APRIL FAMILY FOOTPRINTS
The Youth will be participating in 30 Hour Famine, April
26 - 27, 2019. The Youth will once again join some 7,000
youth from all over, through World Vision, and help raise
awareness of children that are suffering from malnutrtion, 30hourfamine.org. The youth will have donation
forms and you may donate on line if you would like to
help out. Any questions please talk to a youth, Connor Sisterson, or Mark Hargreaves.
Graduations will soon be here and we would like to recognize the
High School Seniors and those graduating from college and beyond.
Please send the names and where they are graduating from by April
7, 2019 to Mark, Mark@westminsac.org.

Westminster has Talent and needs Raffle Prizes!
The Annual talent show & luncheon is coming up on April 7 and we are still looking for
items for the raffle. Proceeds are to benefit the Youth Summer mission trips to Smith
River, CA and to support Jack Nordman and Walker Daniel, who are the two Youth
delegates from our church, going to Perdue for Triennium. If you would like to donate
an item or items for the raffle, everything from movie tickets to the theater or sporting
events to giftcards to various stores or places to eat, please contact Mark Hargreaves.

Are you looking for a great camp that is relatively close and is nestled among the
Redwoods? Westminster Woods is the perfect environment to explore and enjoy being
young -- connecting, discovering, and making friends.
They offer camps for 2 year-old's through 12 grade with the younger camper being offered 1/2 week session. Westminster Woods is now excepting applications for Summer
2019 sessions. More information can be found at www.westminsterwoods.org. If you
would like a brochure please see Diana Wright Mark Hargreaves, or Connor Sisterson.
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GOD IS FAITHFUL – PWOW SPRING
GATHERING AND LUNCHEON
APRIL 28, 2019
Following the 11:00 service we will gather in appreciation
of God’s faithfulness and the bounty of our lives and in
continued commitment to changing the lives of women and
children for the better.
The luncheon will include chicken salad as a salad or sandwich, fruit and dessert. The cost is $10. Advance reservations to the office are appreciated.

PWOW MARCH CIRCLE MEETINGS
All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for
Bible study, fellowship, and fun. Call Roberta Franklin
at 916-708-2768 for more information.

Circle
Hannah
Searchers
Esther/Ruth
Mary/Martha
Sophia

Date
4/4
4/9
4/14
4/15
4/23

Time
6:30 pm
11:30 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
11:30 am

Place
Serra Room
Library
Library
Serra Room
Club Room
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Mozart's Requiem to Aid Joshua House
On Sunday, April 14, 2019, at 4 pm, First Methodist Church located at
2100 J Street, Camerata California Chamber Choir and Orchestra will
present Mozart's Requiem.
This special concert is given as a benefit for Joshua House, a hospice
for the homeless, scheduled to open this fall. Joshua House is one of
the projects supported by Westminster's Mission Outreach Team.
Don't miss this opportunity to enjoy wonderful music while benefiting
a good cause.

Tickets: $25 general, $20 Seniors, $10 Students, $35 Premier Seating,
under 18 free.
Tickets are available at the door or at www.CamerataCalifornia.net or
by contacting mwesley@surewest.net.

(please return by April 14)
The church will be decorated with flowers this Easter.
Please consider donating a plant on honor of friends
and loved ones. All honorees will be included in a
special listing on Easter Sunday.
After April 28, please feel free to take a plant to beautify
your life, or to give as a gift.

Cost: $12/plant
(proceeds go to the Deacon’s ministry)
Name __________________________________________________________
Contact number or e-mail
In honor of

__________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Or In memory of __________________________________________________
Office use only
Amount received ____________
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It's that time of year again, VBS is around the corner. This year's VBS is June 17-21
and if you'd like to be part of it, please consider coming to our monthly meetings at
12:30 pm, that began on March 10 and will run once a month until June.
We invite anyone interested in helping, curious about, or just with a desire to learn
more, to come and find out how you can help pull off this fun-filled week for the
children in our neighborhood.
We really hope to see you!
If you like music, building things, doing stage design, cutting craft projects out, doing
some investigative reporting, cooking, love book work, or research, we'll put you to
work! (In a FUN way, of course!)
Anyone out there with ideas on building rockets, designing stage sets, or with no fear
of ladders...we could use you!
Come find out more and help us make this year's VBS the best ever! Our theme, this
year is “Mars and Beyond” and the possibilities are endless. We really hope that you
will consider joining us!
VBS Monthly meetings at 12:30 in the Jackson Room, for about an hour, for all VBS
volunteers:
April 14
May 5
June 9** this meeting will be at 11:30, since we'll be on the summer schedule of one service @ 10 am
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A town hall meeting sponsored by "350 Sacramento", a local grass roots organization,
will be held at Sacramento City College on Saturday April 13, beginning at 9:30 a.m.
The event entitled "Fast Track to Carbon Zero" includes speakers, advocacy, information booths and networking.
"350 Sacramento" has previously visited Westminster and is committed to eliminating
the disastrous effects of global warming due to climate change with a goal of a carbon
neutral future.

Just a reminder
that Taxes are
due on April 15th!
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Easter Sunday, April 21
Af ter each service (9 am & 11 am)
in the Jackson Room

DONATIONS NEEDED
The church is looking for donations to help Sacramento’s homeless population. Specifically,
donations of socks, gloves, underwear and deodorant are the most requested items that the
Westminster office receives. If you find it in your heart to make a donation, please bring them
to the office. Call us at (916) 442-8939, if you have questions. Thank you!
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Come join the fun and celebration at our Spring Gathering and luncheon. Lunch will feature chicken
salad, fruit and dessert for $10.
In the Spring of each year Presbyterian women around the world gather to celebrate and remember
the birthday of the Women’s Auxiliary [the prior name for Presbyterian Women] founded in 1922,
our individual birthdays and the bounty we have experienced in our lives.
We re-dedicate ourselves and our birthday offerings to our commitment to better the lives of women
and children around the work. Throughout the year much of our time, energy and resources focus on
the needs of our local community and church.

This is a time when we look outside of our immediate community to the broader world. While the
amount of our birthday dedication offerings is modest, when combined with the offerings from
around the world, the resulting grants accomplish a great deal!
The grants from the 2019 Birthday Dedications will be awarded in 2020. The birthday dedication
grants from the 2018 birthday dedications have been given to 4 groups:


Disaster Response Team, Presbytery of Charlotte, Charlotte NC $100,000 – the funds will allow
expansion of it ministry to support people affected by human-made or Natural disasters;



Effingham Child Development Center, Effingham, IIL $100,000 – the funds will be used to
improve the playground by providing a protective play surface and all-inclusive play equipment;



Presbyterian Homes and Services of Kentucky, Inc., Good Shepherd Community Nursing Center,
Phelps KY - $119,000 - the organization helps serve poor, sick, lonely and/or vunerable people
due to infirmities of age in the Appalachian region of Eastern KY and the funds will also
provision of wardrobes, bedside cabinets, nursing beds, over-bed tables, mattresses and lift
recliners;



Wings of Refuge, Restoration Home, Iowa Falls, IA $120,000 – The group provides a safe and
healing space for women victimized by human trafficking; the funds will help fund a larger, long
term safe home where many more women will find restoration, identity, community, opportunity
and hope and transition into independent living.
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Easter Baking with Equal Exchange
Thinking about baking something special for
Easter brunch and saving money too?
Well, PWOW has just what you need at this
month’s Fair Trade sale on April 14 after
both services. All remaining cans of dark
baking chocolate and bags of semi-sweet
chocolate chips are on sale for 20% off the
regular prices! You might want to try
chocolate chip banana bread or pancakes using Equal Exchange recipes found at https://
equalexchange.coop/recipes. We’ve also restocked your favorite
flavors of our chocolate bars just in time for Easter.
Thank you for your continuing to support this important ministry
benefitting the lives of small rural farmers around the world.

