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Talent show features Westminster’s 
community, supports youth mission 
 Lunch, a live show, and supporting a great cause all at once? Count me in 
for the annual Youth Talent Show and Luncheon on Sunday, Apr. 22! Everyone 
has a talent, and this is your chance to show it off. All ages can participate! 
 This year’s master of ceremonies is none other than Westminster’s very 
own Praise Band Leader, Chris Borton. She is beyond excited to emceeing this 
event for the first time, but what she’s most looking forward to is “being able to 
discover the hidden talents of our church family and enjoying the entertainment, as 
well as having great fellowship at the spaghetti luncheon before the show!” 
 And what’s the talent show without the ever-popular raffle?! The planning 
team is busy gathering up plenty of desirable prizes and they need your help. 
Please consider donating any of the following items: 

  
 
 Proceeds from this annual event all go toward youth mission trips and this July Westminster youth and 
two adult chaperones will travel to Chiloquin, Oregon to work with Sierra Service Project. Not only do these 
trips bring Westminster’s participants closer together, but they also get to meet people from all over the coun-
try, all while providing amazing services to the communities they visit. In addition to work projects, there is 
also plenty of time for personal and spiritual development.  
 If you’d like participate as a performer, please contact Mark Hargreaves (mark@westminsac.org) by 
Apr. 15! 

Faith, science, and climate change 
by Chuck Nicol 

 Did you know that over 97% of climate scientists agree that 
global warming is real and largely caused by humans? At the same 
time, only half of white evangelicals say global warming is occurring, 
according to a 2015 survey from the Pew Research Center, and only a 
quarter of them say it is caused by humans and is “a serious prob-
lem.” For many conservative Christians, climate change taps into a 
deeper mistrust they have of science; 
something which has a long history.  
 During April, our consideration of 

public ethics will focus on the environment. In this regard, we will first look at the 
conflicts between, and the compatibility of, science and religion. Such an exami-
nation delves into some central philosophical and political questions, such as: 

 What are the most authoritative sources of knowledge? 
 What is the most fundamental reality? 
 What kind of creatures are human beings? 
 What is the proper relationship between church and state? 
 Who should control public education? 
 Can either scripture or nature serve as a reliable ethical guide? 

—See FAITH & SCIENCE, page 7 

 Gift cards  Sports/concert tickets 

 Services: photography, meal prep., 
yoga lessons, etc. 

 Anything else you think of that can 
generate interest 

mailto:mark@westminsac.org?subject=Talent%20Show
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Scripture readings, sermon titles for April 
Apr. 1 

Easter Sunday 
Isaiah 25:6-9, *Mark 16:1-8 
Alarmed, Afraid, and Seized 

 
Apr. 8 - Guest Preacher Rev. 

Garry Cox 
2nd Sunday of Easter 

Amos 9:11-15, John 2:1-11 
Signs and Wonders 

Apr. 15 - Guest Preacher  
Rev. Ted Peters 

3rd Sunday of Easter 
 

Apr. 22 
4th Sunday of Easter/Earth Day 

Genesis 28:10-17, *Mark 10:13-16 
Surely the Lord Is in This Place 

 
 

 
 
 

Apr. 29 
5th Sunday of Easter/Jazz Sunday 
Psalm 22:25-31, *Acts 8:26-40 
A Hitchhiker’s Guide to Faith 

 

 

Easter: Christ Is Risen, Indeed! 
Moving Through the Liturgical Year, Part 3 (III, three, trois, tres, sahn) 
by Patty Bonnstetter 

 The Easter season (sometimes called Eastertide) lasts 
for 50 days and its color is white. The festival of the resurrec-
tion regulates the time and length of many other festivals of 
the liturgical year. Easter Sunday, this year Apr. 1, is calcu-
lated to be the first Sunday following the first full moon after 
the spring equinox (this year Mar. 20). 
 We recognize Easter as the day of Christ’s resurrec-
tion. Worship services are glorious, full of joy, gladness, 
hope, and promise…but too soon replaced by the more mun-
dane rhythms of other springtime routines and events. 
 As Rev. John Stevens writes in his excellent Rhythms 
of Worship, the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the central mystery at the heart of the Christian 
faith. And the church’s first celebration of what we now call 
Easter, was an adaptation of the ancient Hebrew Passover. 
He writes, “The ancient church included baptism as initiation 
into Christ as a part of the ancient Passover festival; in doing 
so, it affirmed a vital theological connection linking Jesus’ 
death and resurrection to our own new life in Christ.” 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner, 
Mar. 10  

(recap on pg. 3) 

Photos by Ted Yannello 



MINISTRIES  
P W O W  M A R C H  C I R C L E  M E E T I N G S  
 

Circle   Date  Time  Place 
Hannah  4/5  6:30 p.m. Serra Room 

Esther/Ruth  No April meeting 

The Searchers 4/10  11:30 a.m. Library 

Mary/Martha  4/16  1:30 p.m. Serra Room 

Sophia   4/24  11:30 a.m. Club Room 

 

All women in the church are invited to join a Circle for Bible 
study, fellowship, and fun. Call Roberta Franklin at 916-708-
2768 for more information. 

St. Patrick’s Day Dinner a success 
by Roberta Franklin 
 The St. Patrick’s Day Gathering was joyful! What could 
be better than great food (Irish beef, chicken, vegetables, soda 
bread and fresh fruit/dessert), AND Linda Keen’s music, AND 
our voices singing Danny Boy together, AND a basket raffle of 
great stuff that netted $400.00?! The net proceeds of the raffle and 
the dinner ($1,075) will enable our continued support of: 

 CASH (Community Against Sexual Harm): a 
Mother’s Day Brunch and monthly birthday cakes in-
dividually commemorating each celebrant 

 Women’s Empowerment (WE): our  annual Chr ist-
mas stocking drive 

 Honorariums for  the speakers at our  Fall & Spr ing 
Gatherings 

 Food costs for  Chr istmas Cheer  (our  gift to the con-
gregation during Advent) 

 Our heartfelt appreciation extends to everyone who sup-
ported the Irish Gathering by attending/buying tickets, donating 
basket raffle gifts, decorating the Social Hall, preparing the food, 
and cleaning up afterwards.  
 Fred Hopson, Phil Principato and Ron Wu, Janice Wu, 
Anna Haldeman, Alison Gist prepared amazing food. Tricia and 
Richard Morris and Jack Nordman served the food. Many hands 
cleared the tables, but Ron Wu and Jill Sherrill accomplished the 
kitchen clean up. Maryann Hopson gathered and organized the 
raffle donations and the raffle. Agnes Nilsen graciously handled 
the ticket process. Fred Hopson always provides help in so many 
other ways that is deeply appreciated. Robert, the custodian who 
was on site during the event, provided (as always) great support.  
 For those of us preparing this meal and evening, it was a 
time of fun and happiness similar to preparing a special family 
meal with all of the great conversation that goes on in the kitchen. 
Consider joining the fun next year! 
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Membership Ministry 
Team seeks additional 
members 

 Westminster’s Membership  
Ministry team is made up of creative 
and energetic individuals who are ex-
ploring ways to nurture and connect the 
members of Westminster. We are also 
interested in reaching out to people in 
our community who may be seeking a 
church home. We are looking for others 
to join our team! If you are welcoming, 
creative, insightful and need a new ac-
tivity where you can direct that positive 
energy, please join us! Contact Allyson 
Sage at (916) 737-0599 or ally-
son.sage@icloud.com for more infor-
mation. 

 
 

 Join us welcoming the Rio 
Americano High School Jazz Band at 
both services on Sunday, Apr . 29! 
 Rio Americano High School has 
three full and separate jazz ensembles 
with 70 students involved. The AM 
band has been selected as a finalist for 
the Essentially Ellington Competition 
eight times and has won the Monterey 
Jazz Festival’s High School competi-
tion seven times. The group has per-
formed in Japan, China, Australia, Ar-
gentina, Spain and Italy. It will be tour-
ing Ireland during the summer of 2018. 
They were selected to open for Wynton 
Marsalis and the Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Orchestra during their 2017 West Coast 
tour. AM was also selected as a co-
winner of DownBeat Magazine’s 2017 
Student Music Award for best large 
jazz group. We're glad these young mu-
sicians can be a part of Westminster 
worship! 
 
 

AZZ SUNDAY 

Supporting our own 
 An exhibit of WPC member Agnes 
Nilsen’s paintings are on display at the La 
Bou in West Sacramento (849 Jefferson 
Blvd.) and will be shown through Apr. 7. 

mailto:allyson.sage@icloud.com
mailto:allyson.sage@icloud.com
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Hit the road, Jack! 

 It’s always so good to hear people talk about their va-
cations/trips and what they did and experienced. Studies have 
shown that we do benefit from taking a vacation. However, 
many of us don’t take our available time away. In 2000, many 
people took three weeks’ vacation. In 2015, the usual vacation 
was two weeks and many people kept working remotely. 
There can be many reasons for the change—job changes, fi-
nances, more challenging to get everyone’s schedule coordi-
nated—especially school and sports schedules. 
 We as a family of four still remember with great joy 
receiving materials back from the Chambers of Commerce of 
areas and the State and National Parks we planned on visiting in 1970. We also contacted family and friends in 
the eastern part of the country to visit. We planned our trip with the help of the AAA Trip Tick and started out. 
 Ralph was teaching then, the kids were on summer break, and I had just started a new job. Away we 
went—seeing parts of this vast country we hadn’t seen before. I even scheduled my GRE (graduate record ex-
am) in Syracuse, New York. We stayed at a rainy campsite the night before. The family enjoyed a great muse-
um while I accomplished passing the GRE—yeah!! 

 The memories, pictures, and experiences were fabulous. 
Making extra time for planning took a lot of the stress away from 
Ralph and me and made it fun for all of us. The kids had a great 
time—we even made an impromptu detour when we saw the St. 
Louis Arch in the distance as we drove through St. Louis. The 
view of the Mississippi River from the top was breathtaking. I was 
glad for the elevator. 
 Trips can be as short or long as your time and resources 
allow. Before we moved to Northern California, we used to travel 
from Anaheim with our baby/young one to Lassen National Park, 
Mammoth Lake area, or Crater Lake in southern Oregon. Great 
memories! 

 What plans are you making and saving for? These time can enhance family wellbeing, as well as physi-
cal and mental health as we discover new places or revisit places that have special memories. Listen to some of 
our church family as they share their experiences. Enjoy your plans and dreams. I’m having a special trip later 
this year with some of my family on the beautiful blue Danube River...something we have been saving for and 
planning towards for over a year. As our PBS travel guide friend Rick Steve says, “keep traveling.” 
 
Enjoy!! 
 
Love and Blessings, 
Jean Harlow, MSN, RN, Faith Community Nurse 

Being a welcoming presence – Greeters Wanted! 

 The Membership Ministry team is seeking members who would be interest-
ed in serving as Greeters for the 11 a.m. service! A number of volunteers would be 
needed so that we can staff the Narthex and the back entry with a friendly face, kind 
words of welcome, and information as needed each Sunday. Training will be pro-
vided. If interested, please contact Grace Ogata in the office at (916) 442-8939 or 
Allyson Sage at (916) 737-0599 or allyson.sage@icloud.com. 
 

mailto:allyson.sage@icloud.com
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Reese fights back with facts 
The following article was written by WPC member Alice Ginosar for the League Women Voters Sacramento 
County’s newsletter about fellow member Phillip Reese.  

 What do a social worker and a journalist have in common: both are  
purposeful agents of change. Recently, I discovered this commonality when I in-
terviewed Sacramento Bee Reporter Phillip  Reese. A few years ago Reese and 
Cynthia Hubert wrote an investigative report of a Las Vegas mental hospital that 
used commercial buses to "dump" more than 1,500 psychiatric patients in 48 states 
over 5 years. Frequently and literally the hospital bought bus tickets for discharged 
mental health patients and sent them to other cities. This inhumane practice 
stopped as a result of The Bee's probing series. Seldom do professionals receive 
such immediate and gratifying outcomes from their work. Reese and Hubert were 
Pulitzer Prize finalists in Investigative Reporting in 2014.  
 Mr. Reese studied social work at North Carolina State University and after 
a year decided it was too much cumbersome paper work. He then wrote an article 
in the student newspaper about tuition increases and got hooked. He became an 

English major and in his final year was reporter/editor of the student newspaper, in addition to carrying a full 
academic load graduating in '99. After moving to Little Rock, Reese worked at the Arkansas Gazette and ques-
tioned if crime was going up or down. He asked for police crime data, and analyzed it himself. The process 
whetted his interest and he took classes on statistics.    
  Fortunately for us, Mr. Reese was hired by The Sac Bee as a reporter about 13 years ago. He chooses 
his topics in "Data Tracker" ranging from crime statistics to gun sales and traffic accidents. Also he continues 
with investigative reporting and recently wrote a series dealing with nursing homes throughout California. 
Reese exposed a new practice of increasing profits by admitting younger patients in their 50's on Medicaid for 
mental illness. Nursing homes would provide no treatment, but fill a bed.  
 There is great need for good, accurate, and factual journalism, a need for asking hard questions of our 
political leaders and governmental employees. At times such as today, to be confrontational and speak truth to 
power.  Let us continue to support excellent investigative reporters, such as Mr. Reese by our subscriptions. A 
democracy depends upon in-depth factual information. 

Youth to participate in 30-Hour famine 
 All Westminster youth and their friends are invited to 
participate in the World Vision 30-hour Famine to be held at 
Westminster Friday, Apr. 27 - Saturday, Apr. 28. This event 
is designed to raise funds for—and awareness about—world 
hunger. The fast will start after lunch on Friday and that 
night the participants will gather at Westminster to learn 
about poverty and hunger, and then sleep outside in the 
courtyard in makeshift cardboard huts (weather permitting). 
There will also be plenty of activities to keep participants 

busy throughout the night. Then on Saturday, participants will spend the day distributing care packages to the 
homeless. 
 Westminster members are invited to support this effort in the following ways: 

1. Sponsoring a participant: just $35 can help feed and care for  a child for  a month  
2. Donating items for care packages: 

 Travel size toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, shampoo, soap, tissue, bandaids) 
 Socks: gray or white (most people prefer gray) 
 Small snacks or single serving non-perishable foods: protein bars, peanut butter 

(small jars), crackers, trail mix/nuts 
 Other items: small note pads, pens/pencils, playing cards, small games, etc. 

3. Pray: ask God to br ing par ticipants together  and to help those in need every day 
 The youth will be available after both services to collect donations and answer any questions after both 
services on Apr. 8, 15, and 22. For more information or to participate, e-mail mark@westminsac.org. 

mailto:mark@westminsac.org?subject=30-Hour%20Famine
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FAMILY FOOTPRINTS 

Sign-up for VBS! 
 The date is set 
for this year’s Vacation 
Bible School: June 18-
22! Children from pre-
school to 6th grade are 
invited to participate as 
campers during this 
faith-filled week. Activ-
ities include storytell-

ing, arts & crafts, and singing songs. Pick up a regis-
tration form outside the office or download from our 
website. 
 We also provide childcare for siblings that are 
not yet old enough to participate in VBS. Older youth 
(grades 7-12) are invited to participate as volunteers, 
while we also offer paid internships for college-aged 
students.  
 VBS depends on the help of dozens of adult 
and teen volunteers. No matter your age, there’s al-
ways a way you can help! If you would like to volun-
teer for this fun-filled week or apply for an internship, 
please contact diana@westminsac.org.  
 
 

 Parents—get a few hours of FREE childcare 
on Friday, Apr. 20 at Parents’ Night Out! Drop the 
kids off at Westminster at 6 p.m. (pickup is at 9 p.m.) 
and enjoy a night out on the town. 
 We’ll have plenty of snacks, activities, and 
games to keep the kids busy, but please be sure to 
RSVP to Diana Wright so that we can plan ahead! 

  

Family campout scheduled for August 
 Mark your calendars for Aug. 10-12! This summer, our Westmin-
ster family camping trip will be at Boca Reservoir near Truckee, about 
two hours east of Sacramento. All families with children are invited. We'll 
have games, singing, swimming and all sorts of fun. Our big meal will be 
Saturday night - a lovely BBQ featuring burgers and hot dogs (vegan op-
tions available).  
 Come for the whole weekend or just spend the day with us. No 
cost but bring your own tent and camping gear. You'll also need to bring 
food, except for the Saturday night meal, which will be provided. Please 
RSVP at http://evite.me/8MbACsyD19. If you have any questions or 
would like more details, e-mail phillipreese@gmail.com. 

All middle & high school students are invited to 
attend a confirmation class this Spring, led by 

Pastor Wes and Mark Hargreaves. The class will 
meet every Sunday, Apr. 15 - May 21 (except for 

Apr. 22) at 10 a.m. in the Jackson Room. 

mailto:diana@westminsac.org?subject=Feb.%209%20Parents'%20Night%20Out
http://evite.me/8MbACsyD19
mailto:phillipreese@gmail.com
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Here's our schedule for the month: 

 April 8: For our 10 a.m. adult education, Chuck Nicol 
will present a brief history of the conflicts between sci-
ence and religion, from Galileo to Darwin to the Scopes 
trial and “Intelligent Design.” 

 April 15: Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Dr. Ted 
Peters, Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus of 
Systematic Theology and Ethics at Pacific Union Semi-
nary and the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. 
Dr. Peters will talk about the compatibility of science and 
religion in both services and at the adult education class. 

 April 22 and 29: For adult education, we will watch and 
discuss the climate change documentary “An Inconven-
ient Sequel: Truth to Power,” which is the follow-up to 
the 2006 Academy award-winning film “An Inconven-
ient Truth.” 

FAITH & SCIENCE, from page 1 ——————————–————————————————–—–—— 

Science and faith: are they really at war?  
by Ted Peters 

 Are science and faith really at war? If so, who are the combatants? For many sci-
entists and many people of faith, the warfare model is misleading, a distortion. Peaceful 
ally models include (1) the Two Books, according to which both science and religion re-
veal God’s mind; (2) the Two Languages, according to which science and religion speak 
two different languages; (3) ethical alliance, especially in genetics and climate change; 
and (4) creative mutual interaction, a shared exploration of reality. Make peace, not war.  
 Ted Peters is Distinguished Research Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology 
and Ethics at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary and the Graduate Theological Un-
ion in Berkeley, California, and co-editor with Robert John Russell of the journal, Theol-
ogy and Science, at the Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences. He has just pub-
lished the 3rd edition of his systematic theology, God--The World's Future (Fortress 
2015). He is also author of Sin Boldly! Justifying Faith for Fragile and Broken Souls 
(Fortress 2015) and God in Cosmic History (Anselmo Academic 2017). Visit his website: 

TedsTimelyTake.com. 
 Hear more from the Rev. Dr. Peters on Sunday, Apr. 15, when he will preach at both services and 
lead our 10 a.m. adult education class. 

Come join in this year's March for  
Science on Apr. 14! Last year we had a 

handful of “Christians for Science” 
among the 10,000 marchers. Let's have 

a large contingent this year...don’t  
forget to wear your Westminster shirt! 
Things kick-off on the west steps of the 

Capitol at 10:30 a.m.  
Free parking at Westminster! 

Spring Reading 
Check out the library in the Patio Room for books you may 
want to take, or donate books from your spring cleaning to 
share with others. We have fiction, non-fiction, and books 
on religion for enjoyment. Many thanks to Gil & Madeline 

Crane who come in every month to organize all these books! 

http://tedstimelytake.com/
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Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following 

Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and  

promoting peace and justice. 

 
1300 N Street, Sacramento Ca., 95814 
916-442-8939 
www.westminsac.org 

Photos capture heart of WPC 
community 

 Ever wonder who that guy 
is taking pictures at every church 
event? Well it’s none other than 
Westminster member Ted Yan-
nello! We are so grateful for Ted 
around here...in fact, many of the 
pictures in the newsletter and on 
the bulletin boards were taken by 
Ted.  
 When asked why he’s tak-

en on this important ministry, Ted says “there is, as I 
see it, a need for the people of this church to see them-
selves as a vital and important part of an organization 
of many people where we are all members of a com-
mon or larger body. Further, this is a place where peo-
ple can be themselves and feel like they are not doing 
to be judged by others and not be measured by the re-
strictions and limitations of the world at large.”  
 Ted’s favorite part of capturing the smiling 
faces of Westminster is “witnessing many of our 
members finding their part in this larger whole.” So 
next time you see Ted around Westminster snapping 
some photos, be sure to stop by to say “thanks!” 

Extend Westminster’s Mission 
Outreach through Habitat for 
Humanity on June 9 
 Join the Mission Outreach  
Committee in meaningful hands-on  
mission work. Gather with friends  
from Westminster on Saturday, June  
9, at 7:30 a.m. at a local building  
site to be selected by Habitat for  
Humanity. After a safety briefing,  
the volunteers will work until 1:30 p.m. 
 Persons 16 years old and older are invited to 
volunteer for work in various construction capacities.  
Any persons under 17 must also have a parent accom-
panying them. For those not skilled in construction 
techniques, there are other important tasks to do such 
as landscaping and painting. No need to bring any 
tools. Volunteers will wear comfortable work clothes, 
sturdy shoes, and caps or sun hats. 
 Mission Outreach Committee will publicize 
more specific details as the project develops. West-
minster can have up to 12 volunteers for the work 
group.  Others may want to provide lunch for the 
group.  A sign-up sheet is in the Church office. If this 
volunteer work appeals to you, please stop by the 
church office and add your name to the list.  

https://www.westminsac.org/
mailto:secretary@westminsac.org

