
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

1300 N STREET  

SACRAMENTO,  CA 95814  

On scheduled Sundays during winter 

months shuttle buses drop off 100 

homeless adults who have been 

screened and enrolled in a commu-

nity emergency shelter program. (All 

guests have signed a contract 

pledging “no drugs, no alcohol, no 

cigarettes, and no violence”).  

While guests settle in for the night, 

church volunteers are on hand to 

cook and serve dinner.  The church 

building provides a warm, dry, safe 

place for the guests to sleep the  

night.  Early the next morning, guests 

leave the church building and return 

to the streets. 

Winter Sanctuary is a community pro-

gram organized by Sacramento 

Steps Forward and staffed by Capital 

Christian Center in collaboration with 

approximately 30 other houses of 

worship in the Sacramento region 

that serve the homeless.  

Emergency-shelter  

mission outreach  

to 

homeless adults in the 

church building,  

one night at a time 

www.westminsac.org 

www.sacramentostepsforward.org 
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In the heart of downtown Sacramento, near 

Loaves & Fishes 

Winter Sanctuary  

Dates to Remember 

December 14 2014 

January 11 2015 

February 1 2015 

March 8 2015 



ment and go home.   

Members of the congregation who 

wish to bake or buy pies and cakes or 

buy whole fruits may drop them off the 

morning of a hosting event (always a 

Sunday). All food donations are man-

aged by the on-site volunteers begin-

ning at 3:00 pm. 

The sleepovers spend the night in soli-

darity with the homeless (in a separate 

room) and are available the following 

morning at 5:00 am to serve coffee 

and a light breakfast snack. 

How Can I HELP? 

Volunteer Opportunities 

All members are encouraged to partici-

pate in this worthy cause.  Youth under 

the age of 16 are welcome with a par-

ent or adult chaperone. 

Tasks & Times 

The day of the event (on-site): 

Set Up: 3:00 pm -  5:00 pm:  

Set tables for 100 - 120, set out serving carts, 

pitchers, etc. in the Social Hall.  Manage all 

dessert donations. 

 

Cooks/Kitchen Help: 3:00 - 7:00 pm:  

Cook and prepare main dish, side dishes,  

salads, rolls, etc.  Work collaboratively 

with head cooks.  Head cooks purchase 

bulk groceries and deliver to the kitchen 

refrigerators. 

 

Waiter/Floor Captain: 4:45 - 6:45 pm: 

Each waiter (14) is assigned a table of 8 

guests. A 3-course meal is served, includ-

ing a choice of beverage. Floor captains 

(3) monitor dining room operations and 

assist as needed. Dirty dishes are bussed 

to service carts.  

 

Dishwashers 6:00 - 7:30 pm:  

Monitor service carts in dining area,  bus 

to kitchen, run dishwasher, dry and re-

stack clean dishes in cupboards.  
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Music Fellowship: 4:30 - 6:30 pm: 

Select musicians will provide evening 

music, such as piano and guitar, and 

lead in sing-a-longs to build commu-

nity and enhance the dinner experi-

ence for both guests and members of 

the congregation. 

 

  

 

Dessert Donations (drop-offs): 

Buy or bake  a cake or pie, or buy 

whole fruits and drop them off in the 

upstairs Kitchen Sunday morning  

before attending worship. 

 

Socks Donations (drop-offs): 

Buy a pair of socks - adult size, male 

or female - anytime during the winter 

and leave in designated basket for 

distribution at every hosting event. 

 

  

 

Lead Organizer: Jill Sherrill,  

Mission Outreach 

Mobile:  (916) 402-6557 

Approximately 25 on-site volunteers 

are needed at each event to prepare 

and serve 100 - 120 meals in the Social 

Hall. Dinner preparation begins as 

early as 3:00 pm the Sunday of a 

scheduled event. The guests arrive 

around 5:00 pm and gather in the So-

cial for music fellowship and a 3-

course meal. By 7:00 pm the Social Hall 

and Club Room are transformed into a 

campground. Lights are out by 8:00 

pm for a good night’s sleep.  All volun-

teers, except a few sleepovers, finish 

their commit- 


