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Stewardship campaign ends 

with Sunday, Nov. 1 potluck 
Westminster’s Stewardship Campaign 

for the 2015-2016 year has proven to be an 

informative, and hopefully reflective, time 

for friends and members of the church.  

Starting on Sept 27, and continuing 

through to Dedication Sunday on Nov. 1, 

members have had an opportunity to listen 

and learn about the many opportunities to 

serve within Westminster. A weekly Moment 

for Stewardship has been delivered at ser-

vices, addressing everything from the role of 

music and deacons to continuing education. 

It’s evident there are many ways to become 

directly, not just financially, involved and 

support the many activities that allow West-

minster members to live their faith.  

And it’s fitting Stewardship concludes 

with a potluck. A brochure launching the 

campaign included a metaphorical descrip-

tion of the power that happens at a potluck 

when each person comes to the table, bring-

ing along his or her unique gifts: “It is a time 

for everyone to come, partake and share in 

the grace and abundance that flow from faith 

in action,” reads the brochure. On Nov. 1 the 

Westminster community will gather in the 

Club Room at 9:45 a.m. for the potluck. At 

10:45 the time and talent, and estimates of 

giving cards will be blessed. Be sure and join 

us for this faith-filled celebration.   

Members of the facilities task force met with 

church members after services.  

Concerns, options aired 

as land use discussed 
On Sunday, Oct. 25 members 

of Westminster’s Facility Task 

Force met with members after the 

Sunday services to discuss the 

church’s parking lot on 13th and O 

streets. Westminster has entered 

into a nine-month agreement with 

Capitol Area Development Au-

thority to possibly build affordable 

housing on the site.  

Many members expressed 

concerns about parking on Sun-

days, as well as possibly losing the 

revenue stream the lot generates 

(currently about $100,000 annu-

ally, less maintenance and ex-

penses.) Others worried about 

structural damage to the church, 

disruption during construction, ul-

timate ownership of the project 

and the possibility of church mem-

bers being able to live in the units.          

         - See Task Force, page 3  

 

Mission trip planned for Honduras school  
Last summer three young adults 

from Westminster participated in a 

mission trip with others from Sacra-

mento as part of Students Helping 

Honduras project. The life-altering 

experience renewed their commit-

ment to return to the country and 

build a school, funded by Sacra-

mento Presbyterians. That effort will 

get a jump start on Jan. 30, when an 

adult mission trip will leave  

                     - See Honduras, page 7 
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Participating in Presbytery’s leadership role  

Nov 1                    
 All Saint’s Day/ 

Stewardship Dedication 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

John 11:32-44 

The Healing in Community 

Nov 8 
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 

Mark 12:38-44 

Not Quite There, but  

Getting Close 

Nov 15 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 

Mark 13:1-8 

When Your Lips Move, but You 

Cannot Speak 

 

Nov 22                  
Scottish Sunday 

2 Samuel 23:1-7 

John 18:33-37 

Ensnared by the Truth 

Nov 29                 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Luke 21:25-36 

The Turmoil of Beings 

  

T he Presbyterian Church is a connectional church. This means that each church in the de-

nomination that we call the Presbyterian Church (USA) is part of a larger network of 

churches. Individual churches are part of a regional body called a presbytery. Each presbytery is part of a 

larger regional area called a synod, and each synod is part of the General Assembly of the PC (USA)—the 

national church. 

All this may seem confusing, and it can certainly get that way at times, but this 

type of organization emerges from our theology, which takes seriously the notion of 

human sin. We believe that no one can be trusted to rise above self-interest, so no 

one can have absolute authority in the church. Everything is done by groups of peo-

ple—that is, committees. Checks and balances are everywhere in our denomination. 

That is why no church is independent. Ministry happens more faithfully, we believe, 

when we are accountable to one another. 

Westminster is a member church in the Presbytery of Sacramento, which has 

33 churches, about six worshiping communities (not quite churches yet), and spans 

from Walnut Grove just south of Sacramento to the Oregon border. The Presbytery 

of Sacramento directs and oversees the ministry of each Presbyterian church in this area. In turn, each 

church sends commissioners—ruling elders and teaching elders (ministers)—to presbytery meetings 

where the business of direction and oversight is decided. The presbytery also elects ruling elders and 

teaching elders to serve on the committees of presbytery that organize, direct and oversee the ministry of 

the churches. 

At the meeting of the Presbytery of Sacramento on November 19, I will be elected and installed as 

the 2016 moderator of the presbytery (unless there is revolt of the people!). This means I will moderate 

four presbytery meetings and be responsible for some other administrative functions. It also means that in 

2017, after my term as presbytery moderator is over, I will moderate the presbytery council, which pro-

vides leadership for the presbytery.   

One of the vows that ruling and teaching elders make in their ordination is to share in the government 

of the church. Taking on this new responsibility is a fulfillment of that vow. I hope you will remember 

me, and the presbytery, in your prayers. 

 

                                           Peace, 

                                      Wes  
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PWOW upcoming circle meetings 
Circle  Date   Time              Place 

  

Mary/Martha    10-19              7:00 pm           Club Room 

Sophia    10-18               12:30 pm          Jeanie McCartney 

Esther/Ruth   10-4                          12:30 pm          Club Room 

The Searchers    10-13                            11:30 a.m.                  Library 

Hannah   10-15                             6:30 p.m.              Serra Room 

TASK FORCE - from page 1  

 

 While members of the task force attempted to an-

swer questions it was agreed that ultimately, the devil is 

in the details, and the details will be worked out in the 

coming months. (The MOU, signed last month, stipu-

lates that Westminster can't discuss developing the land 

with any other parties for nine months. A copy can be 

found on the main page of Westminster's web site.) 

The task force agreed to schedule on-going meet-

ings with the congregation to keep them apprised of the  

 

 

situation and to look into possibly having members par-

ticipate in a tour CADA is coordinating of other afford-

able housing properties and show work by the project’s 

chosen architect Ron Vrilakas. 

It was also stressed that any action would require an 

official meeting for members, and a vote.  

The issue would also go before the Presbytery if 

there is any change in land use designation.  

Presbyterian Women will be offering 

Equal Exchange Items in time for Christ-

mas.  Everyone is invited to shop. 

Plan to shop for our Equal Exchange 

chocolate, coffee, tea and olive oil on No-

vember 8 and November 22 after both  

services.   

On Nov. 22 PWOW will also be sell-

ing items at an Equal Exchange Fair Trade 

festival, offering products from 

Women of the Cloud Forest.  

There will be products from 

third world countries, items such 

as clay luminaries and bells as 

well as jewelry and children’s 

items will be available.  

These products are suitable 

for office gifts and stocking stuff-

ers.  Women of the Cloud hand 

make these enchanting products 

and benefit from the sale.  

PWOW hosts fair trade gift fair Nov. 22 

Hand-made items will be sold  at the Nov. 22 fair. 

Advent begins on Nov. 29, and 

Westminster is busy with plans for 

this wonderful time in the Church, 

leading up to Christmas Day. We 

will start by literally ringing in our 

Sundays with a small ensemble from 

the handbell choir before the 11 a.m. 

services each week of Advent. 

This is a very busy time of year 

for everyone, so be sure and mark 

your calendar for some (or all) of the 

upcoming events: 

Nov. 29 - This year the start of 

Advent coincides with the inaugural 

hosting of Winter Sanctuary for the 

2015-2016 year. Volunteers are 

needed to cook, clean and serve food 

to our neighbors.  

Dec. 3 and Dec. 5  - We will be 

decorating the church, with the tradi-

tional hanging of the greens and also 

placing the poinsettias.  

Dec. 13 - Children’s Christmas 

celebration during the 11 a.m. ser-

vice and PWOW Christmas Cheer 

after the service/ 

Dec. 20 - Chancel Choir Christ-

mas Concert and Winter Sanctuary. 

Christmas Eve - Traditional 

Candlelight Services.  

Readying for  

Advent season 



Page 4                       NOVEMBER, 2015 

HEALTH NEWS Lord, Teach Us To Pray 

In Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, there's a funny scene where 

all the kids who have just won a golden ticket to visit the famous chocolate 

factory are introduced to Willy. A couple try to impress 

him. He's not impressed. Another tries flattery. He's not 

flattered.  

But Charlie, the movie's protagonist, just looks up 

at him and smiles. Willy smiles back and says, "And 

you, well, you're just lucky to be here, aren't you."  

This class, led by Phillip Reese, will try to help us 

all find that luckiness, that gratitude for just being here - 

in this church, in this traffic jam, in this amusement 

park, in this dentist's chair, in this wherever. Our ulti-

mate goal is to, in the words of Paul, "pray without ceas-

ing." Not by spending every waking hour on our knees, but by maintaining a 

sense of thanksgiving for God's gifts in our lives as much as we can.  

Classes will be held at 10 a.m., in the Club Room, on Nov. 8, 15 and 22. 

Please feel free to bring along a friend.  

Our guide in this class will be the book, "Gratefulness, The Heart of 

Prayer" by Brother David Steindl-Rast. 

On Nov. 29, and continuing through Sundays until Jan. 3, the prayer pro-

gram will focus on seasonal scriptures, contemplative prayer and the practice 

of Lectio Divina. There will be more information in next month’s newsletter. 

Dear friends,  

There are 40 of us WPC'ers involved in the prayer partner program. I am 

hoping to use this monthly column to provide some hints on connecting with 

each other, and also to share some areas of growth amongst us....in our rela-

tionships with each other and with God. 

      The setting of expectations can often facilitate outcomes that we feel are 

successful. Appropriately, a poem titled Prayer, by Galway Kinnell, may 

help… 

Whatever happens. Whatever 

what is is what  

I want. Only that. But that.  

 

If you are having difficulty connecting on specifics to pray about, con-

sider something you'd like in your life if it isn't there, or maybe you would 

like more of ... Joy, patience, serenity, patience, tolerance, acceptance, pa-

tience...you get it.  Ask your prayer partner to support you in opportunities to 

develop this in your life....and stay connected on how that's going.  

                                  With a heart grateful for all of you,  

                                                            - Robyn Cox 

November prayer program to focus on thankfulness 

Monthly prayer column will offer guidance Support our 

youth programs 
Please be sure to designate 

Westminster as the recipient of 

your Raley’s Extra Card before 

you start holiday shopping. This 

action generates revenue for our 

youth programs and does not 

result in any out-of-pocket ex-

penses.  

If you need any help regis-

tering your card, contact Diana. 

You do need to already have a 

card before it can be registered. 

Also, please be sure to drop 

off used ink cartridges in the 

box outside the office. These 

are recycled and also generate 

funds for youth programs.  
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And the King will answer them:  

‘Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 
                                                                     - Matthew 26:40  

Winter Sanctuary  

to start this month 
Westminster will again be participating in the Winter Sanctuary pro-

gram, starting Nov. 29 and continuing monthly through March. This is a 

hands-on, intense volunteer effort that includes feeding and sheltering over 

100 homeless people for a Sunday night. There is a chore for all ages and 

skill levels,  so we hope many people will get involved in this mission. 

Our guests arrive Sunday afternoon, relax, have a home-cooked meal 

served to them, enjoy a sing-along and then settle in for the night. In the 

morning they have breakfast, pack up their belongings  and depart. All  

participants have been selected by Sacramento Steps Forward, which coor-

dinates this effort with other churches throughout Sacramento. 

Duties at Westminster that day include entertainment, table  setters, 

cooks, food servers, waiters, floor captains and, of course, dishwashers. 

Prior help is needed making desserts, which can be dropped off that  

Sunday. Host days are: Nov. 29, Dec. 20, 2015 and Jan. 10, Feb. 21 and 

March 13, 2016. 

If anyone would like to be involved, please contact Jill Sherrill at 402-

6557 or email her at jillsherrill@mindspring.com. 

Guests settle in for their night at Westminster. 

Delicious desserts are a trademark 

of Winter Sanctuary. 

Guests are served a home-cooked meal at every Winter Sanctuary that Westminster hosts. 
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Westminster hosts Wedding Marathon for 9 couples 
Planning a wedding is tough. 

Planning a wedding when the odds 

are stacked against you is almost 

impossible.  

Yet most of the couples 

who’ve successfully completed  20 

hours of counseling and training at 

the Flourishing Families program, 

hosted by the Relationship Skills 

Center, often want to get married.  

“They are the most fragile 

families in the area,” says Erin 

Stone, executive director of RSC. 

70 percent have household incomes 

below $25,000 and many do not 

have high school diplomas. 

      “Those are tough odds to try 

and figure out a wedding,” she 

says. The solution is the ‘Marathon 

Wedding.’ On Nov. 21 they will 

have their dreams come true, 

thanks to a huge outpouring of 

community support and donations - 

Westminster leading the charge 

with the use of our building. 

 Weddings are conducted in 

the chapel and Sanctuary, recep-

tions are held in the Club Room 

and Social hall. Each event lasts 

about an hour and can include up to 

30 guests. Photographers, linens, 

flowers, formal wear and deejays 

are all donated.  

“Westminster’s support makes 

all this happen - and it’s such a 

beautiful building. Couples often 

come back the following year and 

volunteer to help others getting 

married,” says Stone. “It’s a won-

derful thing to give this support and 

to see marriages really working, 

despite the odds.” 

Anyone from Westminster 

who would like to help that day can 

contact Stone at (916) 362-1900. 

Past wedding maratathon participants share their special day in Club room and patio. 
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LIVING THE FAITH 

By Jonathan Nurse 

Campus Ministries Sacramento is a gathering for 

people who are entering college, in college, or have  

recently graduated college. Our main purpose is to get 

students from Sacramento area Presbyterian churches 

and colleges to network with each other and fill the age 

gap that we see in church attendance today.  

All college students face new problems when going 

out on their own for the first time, and without a parent 

telling you to go to church, it can be easy to forget about 

religion. We are going to change that. We have  

gatherings every other Friday from 7-9 p.m., with time 

for socializing, food, and discussion about issues unique 

to our age group and the times that we live in. 

We also have a special event once a month that 

does not count as one of our regular gatherings. In the 

past we have gone to a baseball game, played laser tag, 

and done white water rafting.  

However its not all fun and games with us, there is 

a community service aspect as well. we love helping out 

our churches, we volunteered at the Presbytery-wide 

mission conference in September at Carmichael Presby-

terian church, and an adult mission retreat luncheon on 

September 20 at University Presbyterian Church.  

We are currently looking for organizations in the 

Sacramento area we can volunteer to help, and we do 

have one international connection: we have a trip in 

planning mode for next July to go to Honduras with the 

NGO, Students Helping Honduras, with the goal to 

build a school.  

Our mission will take a lot of time, hard work, and 

fundraising. Newcomers are more than welcome and if 

you feel like you would like to join feel free to contact 

Jonathan Nurse at crazyrrico@yahoo.com or by calling 

him at 916-333-8502.  

There is also an email for the leadership team;  

saccampusministries@gmail.com. and a web site with 

all the information and upcoming calendar dates: https://

saccampusministries.wordpress.com.  

I hope to see you at the next gathering!!!  

HONDURAS-from page 1 

Sacramento and for eight 

days will learn first-hand about 

the need for the rural schools 

and the challenges of building 

them. The adult trip is a launch 

to the local effort back in Sacra-

mento, to raise $20,000 for the 

young adults to return in July 

and build the whole school, sup-

ported by people in Sacramento 

and neighboring areas. 

For more on the trip contact  

Bob Azzarito at 540-207-1037 

or razzarito@aol.com 

College ministry encourages young adults to get 

involved, have fun, and also help others in need 

Sacramento Campus Ministries has fun and embraces a faith-

filled life. They plan to build a school in Honduras in July, 2016.  

Trip leaves lasting impression on Westminster participant 

When Jonathan Nurse went on the trip to Honduras last summer he ex-

pected it to be like other Westminster Mission Trips: Rewarding, an opportu-

nity to live his faith and an experience that creates nice memories. Instead, it 

changed his life.  

An encounter with one young youth resonated and so, when Jonathan said 

he would be back to build the child a school, he set about doing it as soon as he 

returned. “There was just something about this kid,” he says. “He reminds me 

of me, and I’m going to keep my word to him. I’m not going to let him down.”  

One day back from the trip, Jonathan  quit his comfortable restaurant job 

and went to work for a construction company to learn a trade that will help him 

building schools. He enrolled in college and is taking a Spanish class so he can 

communicate with the children next time he returns to Honduras. Ultimately, 

he expects to study childhood development.   

He told his story recently at Capital Public Radio’s StoryCorps booth and 

it will soon be posted on our web site’s main page for listening. 

https://websitesmail.att.com/hwebmail/services/go.php?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaccampusministries.wordpress.com.
https://websitesmail.att.com/hwebmail/services/go.php?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaccampusministries.wordpress.com.
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Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following Christ’s example by  

supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and promoting peace and justice. 

Senior Pastor  ....................................... Rev. Wes Nordman  
Dir. of Youth & Children’s Ministry  ......  ....     Diana Wright  
Director of Choir  ..................................  ....  ..... Lee Hoffman  
Organist  ...............................................  ....  ..... Brad Slocum  
Office & Facilities Administrator  .........   ...   Gordon Zerkel  
Communications  .................................  .... Theresa Keegan  
Faith Community Nurse  ......................  ....  ..... Jean Harlow  
Secretary  .............................................  ....   Joanie Mather 

M I N I S T R Y  T E A M  M O D E R A T O R S  

 

Deborah MacMillan              Administration 
Elizabeth Meyer             Personnel Ministry 
Robyn Cox                                  Membership 
Chuck Nicol                       Mission Outreach 
Susan Watkins                            Stewardship 
Kace Schwarm               Christian Education 
Jan Sharpless                                     Worship  
Nancy Wegge                     Clerk of Sessions 
Joseph Gormley       Moderator of Deacons 

www.westminsac.org                  916-442-8939       communications@westminsac.org 

We want to hear from you 
The newsletter is an opportunity to publicize the 

special events and wonderful people at Westminster. 

Please share your information with us. To submit 

items for consideration in the newsletter, please con-

tact Theresa Keegan at communica-

tions@westminsac.org or call the office on Tuesdays 

or Thursdays. Thanks.  

Support, donate, help pack, Care Packages 
   The youth of Westminster will be creating care packages 

for the military, college students and also the homeless. 

Please drop off socks, snacks, playing cards, small toiletries, 

gum and wipes in the box across from the office.  

    Also, if you want a package sent to someone, please leave 

the address in the office. A packing party will be scheduled.   


