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Holy Week services expand outreach 
Holy Week challenges all Christians 

to reflect on the life and death of Jesus. 
It’s a time that leads us to the ultimate 
darkness of Good Friday and it is a time 
to reflect on our faith and beliefs as we 
celebrate the hope revealed on Easter 
Sunday.   

 This year during Holy Week Pastor 
Wes will be offering a noon Lectio Divina 
program during Holy Week for  mem-
bers, as well as the many people who 
work midtown. This intimate, 30-minute 

service will begin at 12:15 and focus on 
the scripture of John as it follows Jesus 
through the last week of his life. The ser-
vices will be held on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday,  

Also on Holy Thursday there will be 
a 7 p.m. service to observe the Last 
Supper. There will be a ceremonial wash-
ing of feet and the guest preacher will be 
Kristin Saldine. Everyone is invited to 
partake in the breaking of bread. 
   

                   - See Holy Week, page 7  

Palm Sunday  
includes park  
processional    

On Sunday, April 9 
everyone is invited to par-
ticipate in Westminster’s 
Palm Sunday processional 
through Capitol Park.  

On this last Sunday of 
Lent, in addition to our reg-
ular services, we’ll gather 
at 10:15 a.m. in the court-
yard, and then walk to Cap-
itol Park, where we will 
pray and sing as we ob-
serve this day when Jesus 
triumphantly entered into 
Jerusalem.  

We’ll return back to 
Westminster in time for the 
11 a.m. service, with bells 
ringing as we process into 
the sanctuary.  

Palm Sunday marks 
the start of  Holy Week and 
we encourage everyone to 
invite friends and neigh-
bors of all faiths to this 
ecumenical event.  

There will not be any 
adult education classes on 
April 9 in between the ser-
vices,  

The 9 a.m. service in 
the Social Hall will be held 
as scheduled.  

Office duties shift with retirement 

Many talents 
on display at  
March show 
The annual Youth Mission  
Talent Show and luncheon 
on March was a great  hit 
with both performers and 
attendees. Please see more 
information and pictures on 
pages 4 and 5.  

In mid-March Gordon Zerkel retired as Westminster’s Office and Facility Ad-
ministrator, having held the position full time for over three years. While his guid-
ance running major projects at the church will be sorely missed, the good news is 
he plans on remaining an active member and will be involved in many Westmin-
ster activities. In fact the choir, volunteer work crew and office fill-in positions are 
all eagerly awaiting his expertise.  

Please join us on April 9 as we thank Gordon for his service, wish him well, 
and have a cake for him during coffee hour, following the 11 a.m. service.  

At their March 28th meeting, Session voted to appoint Rebecca Venegas as 
the Office and Facility Administrator.  

She will also continue in her role as finance director, but will now be working 
35 hours a week, up from 20 hours. Rebecca will be in the office during business 
hours Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Please stop in and wish her well.  
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April’s readings and sermon titles 

Rejoicing in ceaseless love found in resurrection 

The bunnies have been 
busy! Although the supply 
of chocolate eggs sold out 
last month, organizers 
hopped to it and were able 
to secure an additional, al-
beit limited, supply of these 
delicious treats.  

Pick up a box on April 
9, when Equal Exchange 
will be selling them after 
the 9 and 11 a.m. services.  

They will also have full 
chocolate bars and coffee (a perfect special Sun-
day morning pick-me-up for any weary Easter 
bunnies who were delivering baskets late the 
night before.) 

Love, I thought, is stronger  
than death or the fear of death. 
Only by it, by love,  
Life holds together and advances. 
 --Ivan Turgenev  
 
 Easter is our opportunity to rejoice in love, the love that initiated creation, sus-

tains creation and transforms creations. Easter reminds us that because of love, death is 
never the last word. Love reverberates throughout creation’s cycle of life and death. It is 
the force that births new life from the darkness of death. 

 Unlike the crucifixion of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus is much harder to depict. 
Put a cross on a chain, wear it around your neck and nobody will seem to notice. But wear a cave with a rock 
rolled away around your neck, and people will look at you funny. Perhaps this is appropriate. After all, histori-
ans affirm the practice of crucifixion in ancient Palestine. It’s easy to comprehend how a good person might 
be put to death in that way. Hard to wrap our heads around a resurrection though. 

 This makes the resurrection much more mysterious than the crucifixion. I like the Gospel Mark’s de-
scription of the event where everyone is simply left pondering what the empty tomb might mean. Even in 
Christian circles we have scholarly debates about Jesus’ resurrection: Was it a bodily resurrection or a spiritu-
al resurrection? Three of the four gospels certainly tell of a bodily resurrection, yet Paul, the earliest interpret-
er of Christianity that we can still read, doesn’t mention Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to the disciples 
but does plainly talk about his own encounter with the risen Christ on the way to Damascus.  

 We are left with the fact that resurrection is one of those faith things. Some people say, show me and 
I’ll believe it. Easter people say, believe it and you’ll see it. You’ll see it not just in nature’s return to full life 
after a long winter but also in the liberation of your own body, mind and spirit and in the continuing transfor-
mation of the world through those so liberated and empowered. 

     Bring friends, neighbors and relatives to our Easter Sunday services. Would you keep the experi-
ence of this kind of love to yourselves? 

                                                                                           In newness of life,    

                                                                                               Wes 

Chocolate eggs secured! 
April 2 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
*John 11:1-45 
Why Does Jesus Get the 
Easy Part? 
 
April 9  
Palm Sunday 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
*Matthew 21:1-11 
The People's Triumph 
 
April 16 
Easter Sunday 
Jeremiah 31:1-6 
*Colossians 3:1-4 

Matthew 28:1-10 
The Hidden, Indestructible 
Life 
 
April 23 
Psalm 16 
*John 20:19-31 
Jesus Breathes on His 
Friends 
 
April 30 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
*Luke 24:13-35 
Jesus Walks with His 
Friends 
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P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  O F  W E S T M I N S T E R  

A P R I L  C I R C L E  M E E T I N G S  
Circle  Date   Time   Place 

Mary/Martha 4-17   1:30 p.m .        Club Room 

Sophia  4-25   TBA          TBA 

Esther/Ruth 4-2   12:30 p.m.         Club Room 

The Searchers 4-18   11:30 a.m.                    Library 

 

Hannah               4-6                 6:30 p.m.        Serra Room 

additional information.  

Peace & Justice will not 
have a meeting in March 

All women of the church are invited to  join a Circle for Bible study, fellowship and fun. 

Call Mary Jane Root at 362-3485 for additional information.  

The organizer of the PWOW St. Patrick’s Day dinner, Roberta 
Lee Franklin would like to share the following note of thanks:  

Please accept our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to  every-
one in our church family who contributed to making the St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebration a joyful, fun and successful event.   

Our heartfelt  appreciation extends to  everyone who attended 
the celebration, and everyone who graciously helped and support 
our efforts including those who provided the Irish music, donated 
baskets for the raffle, decorated and prepared the Social Hall, our 
custodial and office staff and everyone who prepared, cooked and 
served the food and cleaned up when we were finished celebrating.   

Ron Wu and Kiyomi  Akagi prepared the beautiful fresh fruit 
salad. Ron Wu, Phil Principato and Peter Winslow prepared and 
cooked the corned beef and side dishes. Alison Gist made the tra-
ditional Irish soda bread. The addition of chicken and fresh fruit 
were welcome changes.   Best of all,  the proceeds will support our 
mission efforts, including Community Against Sexual Harm 
(CASH), Women’s Empowerment and other charities focused on 
women and families. Thank you for supporting the evening and 
our fundraising for mission projects for women and families.   

The Peace and Justice Forum is 
pleased to welcome former two-term 
state senator Deborah Ortiz, executive 
director of Opening Doors, on Sunday 
April 9th at 12:30 p.m. in the Club 
Room.  

As guest speaker for the April meet-
ing, 
Ortiz’s 
presenta-
tion is 
entitled 
"Shifting 
Federal Policies on Refugee Resettle-
ment and its Implications." She will give 
us an update on how the bills recently 
passed by 
the new 
admin-
istration 
affect her 
agency’s  
values of 
inclusivity, 
and toler-
ance in 
resettling 
new refu-
gees.  

This 
is a dynamic, and timely. issue as Sacra-
mento addresses the ramifications of 
being a declared Sanctuary City and 
many churches are responding to a new, 
focused effort regarding refugee resettle-
ment. Opening Doors helps newly-
arrived refugees in Sacramento to restart 
safe and healthy lives. The agency 
strives to assist people to become self-
sufficient and to realize their dreams of 
a better future.  

 All are welcome to attend this im-
portant Peace and Justice meeting, and 
please feel free to invite friends and 
neighbors as well.  

Peace & Justice hears 
about refugee policies 
during April meeting 

The Presbyterian Women of Westminster are pleased to 
announce that a speaker from the Sacramento-based Stein-
berg Institute, which focuses on mental health policy and 
leadership, will be the guest speaker at the annual Spring 
Gathering.  

Farrah McDaid Ting, the Director of Government Af-
fairs for the Steinberg Institute will address the luncheon 
event on Sunday, May 7. The Spring Gathering begins after 
the 11 a.m. service, in the Social Hall. Please plan on joining 
this informative event.   

Spring Gathering luncheon features 
speaker from Steinberg Institute  

 Thanks to all who helped with 
PWOW’s St. Pat’s dinner  
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Clockwise this page:  The 

raffle baskets were a real 

treat this year; Sally Pollock 

was a show stopper with her 

poem recital; the piano al-

ways sounds delightful when 

Marie Rudys is at the keys; 

although young Joe Fitzpat-

rick was also equally talent-

ed.  

In addition, many other per-

formers shared their  skills  

during the Talent Show. 

Please see additional pic-

tures on the bulletin board 

by the office.  

All photos  
courtesy of  
Ted Yannello.  

Talent show  
directed by  
Diana Wright  
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All the world’s a stage  
On March 26 the hottest ticket in town was the after-

noon Youth Mission Talent Show, which featured wonderful 
entertainment by the talented friends and members of West-
minster, as well as a delicious luncheon and an amazing ar-
ray of raffle baskets.  

Over $2,000 was raised, with all proceeds from the 
event supporting the Youth Mission Trips. This summer a 
combined junior and senior high mission trip will bring 11 
people from Westminster to Smith River, CA to participate 
in public service projects and engage in faith-filled events 
and discussions.  What a wonderful outpouring of support 
for Westminster’s youth - huge thanks to all who participat-
ed, coordinated and most of all, attended, this event.   

A fancy and harmonious Lee Propps woos 

the crowd; Jack Nordman charmed us 

twice during the day; If you know who is on 

first, please let MC’s Steve Gregg and Don 

Wright know; Pastor Wes Nordman and his 

rocking band ended the show on a high 

note with Duke  Ellington‘s music.  
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Time to take yourself out to the ol’ ball game 
Mark your calendars for June 17, when Westminster 

will be heading to Raley Field to enjoy a night of baseball 
with the River Cats.  

The home team will be taking on Albuquerque, with a 
7:05 start time - yes, it will be televised on MLB.TV - but 
the game is always better in person! Stay tuned for more 
info when we get closer to the date, but if you want to be 
sure and be on the ticket list contact Grace in the office to 
reserve a seat or two.  

Appointed David Jones and Mark Swanson to the Facility Task Force. 
Approved expenditure of $2500 from fund # 25013 to install a security camera at the back door. 
Approve expenditure of $68,900 from fund #25010 ($25,000) and #28454 ($44,000) to repair the ceiling and  
paint the sanctuary. 
Approved by email vote expenditure of $4,250 from fund #25013 to refurbish the patio room floor. 
Appointed Rebecca Venegas to be Facilities & Office Administrator. 
Approved disbursement of Christmas Eve offering funds ($2931.53) $2,000.00 for Winter Sanctuary and 
$300.00 for lunch vouchers for Sam’s Market to persons who come to the church asking for a meal. 
Agreed to provide caffeinated coffee, along with decaf, for coffee hour. 

Before……………..and after 

Oh what a difference a floor makes! Thanks to the ongoing financial support  of Westminster members and 

friends we had the funds to contract a flooring company to pull up the stained, worn carpet in the Patio Room. 

Thankfully, the hardwood floors were in great shape, so with some sanding, refinishing and polishing we now have 

a whole new look to our Patio Room! Please join us April 9 as we officially unveil and celebrate Patio Room 2.0! 

What a beautiful change in this well-used room of Westminster.   Not only do we use the Patio Room for our coffee 

hours on Sunday, it is also in use at least once, and sometimes twice a day as community 12-step groups gather, 

here and it is one of the most-sought-after rooms when people seek to rent Westminster for private gatherings.  

Session actions taken during March meeting  
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HOLY WEEK, from page 1 —————–——————————— 

There are special opportunities 
for everyone to be involved with the 
Easter services - even before Easter! 
This year there will be a special cross 
in the front of the church made up of 
flowers from members’ gardens.  

Please consider dropping off 
fresh flowers on Friday, April 15 dur-
ing the work day, or bring them to the 
church on Saturday, between 10 a.m. 
and noon to have them included with 
this communal project.  

Also, there will be a decorating 
party on Saturday, at 10 a.m. and 
everyone is cordially invited. A lot 
goes into this effort, as the church is 
stripped in the solemnity of Good 
Friday and then is transformed to a 
celebration for  Sunday. A few strong backs and willing helpers go a long 
way with this Herculean task, which includes hanging wreaths and ban-
ners and  putting out flowers. Please consider joining us.  Just show up, or 
if you have questions contact Jan Sharpless at mosharp@jps.net.  

TASK FORCE BEGINS 
MEETING AGAIN 

 

Aftre a well-deserved break, 
Westminster’s  Facility Task Force 
will start meeting to review the  
building use and structure.  

Thanks to Garry Cox and Joy 
Defenbaugh who have served on the 
task force while it reviewed a devel-
opment proposal from CADA. And a 
warm welcome to Mark Swanson 
and David Jones, who will be joining 
this committee.  

The Facility Task Force  meets 
on the first Wednesdays of the 
month at 6:30 p.m.  

 

NOTHING LIKE A BABY 
FOR A CELEBRATION 

 

Westminster  loves to celebrate 
the arrival of a new baby within our 
community.  

Please let us know if your fami-
ly has been blessed with the arrival 
of a new grandchild, cousin, niece or 
nephew or, of course, a son or 
daughter.  

Merle and Judy Neel  will make 
arrangements to have a white rose on 
the baptismal font as a visible cele-
bration of this new  person in the 
world.  

 

FORUM ENCOURAGES 
PROGRESSIVE THOUGHT 
  

Westminster’s Progressive 
Christianity Forum is a gathering of 
people who have been engaged in 
doing just that. The group has been  
meeting once a month for a little 
over a year now and everyone is in-
vited to join any time. They meet at 
12:30 p.m. on first Sundays. 

Participants share books by con-
temporary Christian thinkers, ex-
plore the meaning - and sometimes 
the validity - of long-assumed doc-
trines, learn about ‘new’ gospels that 
have been unearthed in recent years 
from the dust bins of antiquity and 
open their minds to current issues of 
faith and life.  

 Kristin is a native Sacramentan and 
lifelong Presbyterian who has pastored 
congregations in Three Rivers CA, Port-
land OR, and taught preaching and worship 
at four Presbyterian seminaries. She re-
turned to Sacramento three years ago to 
help care for aging parents. Kristin current-
ly serves pulpit supply throughout Sacra-
mento Presbytery and is an adjunct profes-
sor at San Francisco Theological Seminary.  

On Good Friday the Tenebrae service 
will begin at 12:10. This will include 
songs and scripture readings about the cru-
cifixion. After each part of the service, a 
candle is extinguished and we depart the 
sanctuary in the darkness of Jesus’ death.  

On Easter Sunday we will joyfully 
gather at both 9 and 11 a.m. to celebrate a r isen Jesus and the 
promise of new life for all . Please invite friends and neighbors to join 
us as we celebrate this wonderful event.  

The choir and Praise Band will have special music, the children of 
Westminster will perform a special song at the 11 a.m. service, the 
church will be brilliantly decorated, there are Easter Egg hunts during  
Sunday school classes  and the spiritual message will be welcoming and 
inspiring.  

This Easter Season is a perfect time for everyone to reconnect with 
God,  our church and the entire Westminster community with renewed 
vigor and enthusiasm. We look forward to seeing you during the Holy 
Week journey.  

All invited to help with decorations  

OF NOTE …  
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Our Mission Statement: 

Westminster is a welcoming, inclusive community of faith, following 

Christ’s example by supporting spiritual growth, serving others, and  

promoting peace and justice. 

 

This Lent many people have participated in our Con-
necting on Wednesdays programs as well as the Sunday 
education classes. All programs will be held the first week 
of April and then will not meet during Holy Week.  

On Sundays our Parenting with  Grace and Gratitude 
has been a wonderful addition to our adult offerings, 
bringing in new faces and younger families to Westmin-
ster, while the new member classes have been well-
attended. People seeking membership in Westminster will 
meet with Session on April 29 and will be received on 
May 7. Please feel free to contact Pastor Wes 
wes@westminsac.org if you are interested in membership.  

Also, the weekly Lenten Challenge has been insight-
ful and eye-opening as we reach out, respond and share 
our actions. There are still two weeks in Lent and the chal-
lenges include:  

April 2-8 Engaging Frugality  
April 9-15 Engaging Scripture.  
Please share your experiences by filling out a form 

and putting it in the collection basket or through our web 
site, westminsac.org, the Facebook page or by email to  
Theresa at communications@westminsac.org. We’ll share 
our findings during the Easter season. 

Education programs and the 
Lenten Challenge continues 

Register now 
For June VBS  

Start the summer with 
some faith-filled fun and 
attend Westminster’s Vaca-
tion Bible School, June 26-
30th.   

This exciting week in-
cludes science, crafts and 
snacks for toddlers through 
sixth grade. Infant care 
available for families. Cost 
is $25. Registration forms 
available on our website 
and in the office.  


